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E X 0 Þ & > 


AVING concluded my firſt Part 
with Ceneſis, I have nothing now 
to do but to go on directly ro Exo- 
aus. There has indeed appeared a 
Pamphlet called A Second Addreſs, which pre- 
tends to make tome Exceptions to what I 
had written upon the former Texts. But 
the Performance is fo low, that my Readers 
would not excuſc my ſtopping one moment 
about it. The Author, | perceive, had ex- 
hauſted Himſelf in his great Work, and it is 
but very little Reinforcement we are to ex- 
pet from Him. He has ſhown that Ee can 
rail, which no body doubted of; and ſo He 
might as well have ſparcd Himſelf this new 
Trouble. He {hall ſay what He pleaſes, for 
tac preſcnt, of the Vindicator. I have Apoſtles, 
Prephets, and holy Patriarcns to defend, in the 
A tirit 


2 EXODUS. 


firſt place, againſt his unrighteous Accuſa- 
tions: The Yizaicator can wait, till thoſe emi. 
nent Worthics have had juſtice done them. 

So, with God's Aſſiſtance, I proceed to 
the Work I had undertaken, to maintain 
the Authority and Purity of the Word of 
God againſt the fooliſh Imaginations of per- 
verſe Men. 


ed i. 12. 


HE SLEW THE EGYPTIAN, AND Hip Hi 
IN THE SAND. 

The ObjcQor * has a fling at Moſes, for 
Slaying the Fgyptian (as He conceives) 
without ſufficient Warrant or Authority. 
But it will be proper to let the Reader 
know, how this Gentleman introduces his 
Cenſure upon that Servant of God. He 
inſinuates in the Page before b, that a Hi— 
rit of Cruelty (tho He out of his great 
Modeſty dares not call it ſo) had prevailed, 
much under the Old Teſtament: And He 
brings in the Prophet Elias as an example of 
it. Then He procecds as follows: | 

AND if it be contrary to the Spirit of th 
Goſpel, even to wiſh to imitate that great Pro- 
phet, ſo favoured of God; the ſame will hold 
as ſtronely in relation to all the Actions that are 


a Cluiſtianity as cld, 2c, p. 269. b Ibid, p. 268. 
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EXODUS. 3 


of a like nature, of other holy Men, tho quoted 
= with Approbation in the New Teſtament : As 
S Moſes is for acting the part of a Magiſtrate, 
* when a private Man, in deſtroying his Fellow- 
gubject. And if there is a Contraſt between the 
* Spirit of the Old, and the Spirit of the New Te- 
* ſtament, ought not we Chriſtians to ſlick to the 
= /atter &c. 
E Warar we Chriſtians ought to do, is very 
3 well underſtood by honeſt and ſenſible Chri- 
ſtians, who want none of his inſidious In- 
ſtructions, or abuſive Admonitions. As to 
Old -Teſtament- Precedents (which He here 
alludes to) They may be as ſafely followed 
as any in the New, if they be really, and 
ſtrictly Precedents; that is, if the Caſes be 
| ſimilar, and the Circumſtances parallel. 
+ But without that, they are no Precedents. 
As to the formal Tale He tells of a Contraſt, 
or Contrariety, between the Spirit of the 
Old, and the Spirit of the New Teſtament, 
it is (in the ſente He takes it) mere Inven- 
tion and Romance. That good and great 
Prophet Elias did no more than was pro- 
per for a Man ſo favoured of God to do in 
his Circumſtances: Yea, what He did, was 
| God's doing, the ſame- God both of Old 


| Teſtament and New, and the ſame Spirit. 


Elias did nothing contrary to the Spirit of 
the Goſpel, nor with any other Spirit than 


St. Paul acted by, © when He ſtruck Elymas 


c Acts xiii. 11. A 2 the 
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2 EXD DAIS8. 

the Sorcerer with Blindneſs; or St. Peter, d when 
He denounced preſent death upon Ananias 
and Sapphira. What the Objector builds up- 
on, is nothing but a miſinterpretation of | 
Luke ix. 55, 56. which ſhall be diſtinctly con- 
ſidered in its place: To examine it now, 
would lead us too far from the Buſineſs in 
hand. 

HowEVER that matter ſtands, the Ob— 
jector ſhows no acuteneſs in bringing in the 
Inſtance of Moſes, to make out his pretended 
Contraſt between the Old and New Teſta 
ment. He ſhould have found out ſome ex. 
preſs Approbation of that Act of Moſes in 
the 0/4 Teſtament, and then have confront- 
ed it by ſome thing in the New, in order to 
ſhow the Contraſt. But inſtead of This, He 
cites a preccdent of the Old Teſtament, quo. 
red (as He owns) with Approbation in the New: 
There it ſcems, is the Contraſt between Old 
and New, that Both agree in the ſelf ſame 
Thing, one in ſetting the Precedent, the o- 
ther in approving it; which ſhows that the 
Spirit of Both is one, 

Bur, I ſuppoſe, the ſly Inſinuation which 
He chiefly aims at (tho' He has committed 
a Blunder in thus bringing it in) is, that 
the New Teſtament, at which He ſtrikes all 
the while He is commending the Sirit of it, 
has approved ſomething which He conceives 
d Acts v. 5. 


to 


EXODUS. & 


to be wrong has approved a private Man's 
acting the part of a Magiſtrate, in deſtroy ing 
a Fellow-Snbje&. But if This be his drift, 
He is very caſily defeated in this point alſo. 
For ſince that Act of Moſes is approved in the 
New Teſtament by St. Stephen ſpeaking by 
the Spirit of God, we may be confident that 
Moſes had a divine dirc&ion for what He 
did. That Circumſtance was omitted in the 
Hiſtory of Exodus: But the ſame Spirit of 
God, ſpeaking in St. Stephen has ſince ſuppli- 
ed it, and has thereby juſtified what Aſes 
did. Secing then that St. Stephens words do 
amount to an Approbation of that Act of Mo- 
ſes (as the Objector himſelf allows) the reſt 
lies in a very little compaſs, and admits of 
a ſhort decifion. It is only this: whether 
St. Stephen full of the Holy Ghoſt, or this Gen- 
tleman full of Himſelf and his own Imagi- 
nations, be moſt likely to paſs a true Judg- 
ment upon the caſe. It cannot be here 
pretended that the nature of the Thing was 
ſuch as no dzvize warrant could juſtify. God 
has an indiſputable Power and Right over 
the Lives of all Men: And ſo if Moſes 
ated by divine warrant, He had as clear a 
Right as any Magiſtrate could claim, and He 
needed no other, becauſe He could have no 
higher Authority. 


ExoD. 


8 EXODUS. 
'Ex0D. iii. 18. 


——— AND YOU SHALL SAY UN TO HIM 
'(Pharaoh,) Tar Lon ůD Gop oF TRE HRE. 
BREWS HATH MET WITH us; AND NOW LET 
US GO, (WE BESEECH IHEE) THREE DAYS 
JOURNEY INTO THE WILDERNESS, THAT WE 
MAY SACRIFICE TO THE LORD OUR Gop, 

THis Precedent, among others, appears 
to our Objector very ſurpriſing *: And why ? 
For ſome weighty rcalon, no doubt, as 
uſual. He goes on. The Lord, tho He told 
Moſes and the Elders of Iſrael his real de- 
Heu of bringing his People out of Egypt into the 
Land of the Canaanites, yet bids them ſay 10 
be King of Egypt, LET us GO THREE DAYS 
JOURNEY INTO TE WILDERNESS? fc. A 
marvellous Thing ! that the Lord ſhould tell 
Moſes and the Elders of Iſracl his People, 
fomething more than was proper to be told 
again unto Pharaoh their avowed Enemy. 
Let the Reader obſerve how maliciouſly and 
diſingenuouſly the Objector draws up his 
Charge againſt The Lord, that He had told 
Aa ſes his real deſign, as if what Moſes was 
to tell to Pharaoh was not his real deſign 
alſo. Both were equally real: only Moſes 
was not to diſcover the whele of God's real 


e Chriſtianity as old ec. p. 348. 
Hod. ii. 18. v. 3. 
deſigns 
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EXODUS 7 


deſigns to Pharaoh, becauſe it would have 
been highly improper, and imprudent to do 
it. God was pleaſed to give Moſes a good 
Leſſon of Prudence: And how comes Pru- 
dence, Which has been commonly reckoned 
among the Cardinal Virtues by the Pagan 
Moraliſts, to be here condemned by our Ob- 
jector, Who profeſſes himſelf 5 their devoted 
Admirer ? 

I Know not whether it be material to 
take notice that this laſt Objection J have 
been anſwering, comes from the mouth of 
Interlocutor B, the Book being written in 
the way of Dialogue between A and B, of 
which 4 is the principal Man. I make no 
difference in reſpe to the Speakers, becauſe 
They are plainly Both of one fide; tho' the 
Author in his Preface, calls it debating a Sub. 
| ject, and has the vanity to compare it with 
 Tullys way of writing in the Books de Natura 
| Deorum, and de Divinatione. But Twlly's diſpu— 
| tants always made it a real Debate, and repre- 
ſented the ſenſe of the ſeveral contending 
Parties to ſuch Advantage, that They could 
none of them complain they had not juſtice 
| done them in the Argument. The Calc is 
quite different in our Author's low and lean 
Performance. Here is ſcarce any debating 
the point at all; but Intcrlocutor B is all 
the way made obſequious to the other: ei- 


g See Chriſtianity as eld Cc. P. 166, 165. 
ther 
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ther firſt, to grant ſomething which none 
but a thoughtleſs Man would grant, that 4 
might have ſome ground to go upon; as in 
page the zu, one inſtance out of many. Or 
ſecondly, to make ſome ſilly Objection, ill- 
ſtated or ill-managed, that 4 might have the 
Advantage of an caly and a pompous Tri- 
umph, as in pages 35, 48, 275, Cc. Or 
thirdly, to ſtrike in with his pretended An- 
tagoniſt, debating on the ſame ſide, and car- 
rying on the ſame Impertinence; as in pages 
113, 266, 329, 348, Cc. or laſtly, to flatter 
and compliment 4 for his great Pertorman- 
ccs, which no one elſe could find out : Sce 
Pages 421, 432. Such is the uſe and ſervice 
of Interlocutor B, to Governour 4, thro 
the Mock-Debate: And I have thought pro- 
per, once for all, to give the Reader ſome 
Idea of the Turn and Compoſition of this 
Dialogue, to juſtify my charging the Author 
indifferently with what either 4 or B ſpcaks, 
ſince B's Part is little elſe but to attend as 
a Scrvitor or Waiting-Man to 4. Ciceros 
manner it is called by a very ſtrong Figure, 
reſembling it as much as an empty Farce 
docs the fineſt Drama. But I pals on. 


E x 0D. 
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AND THEY BORROWED OF THE EGYPTI- 
ANS JEWELS OF SILVER, AND JEWELS OF 
GOLD AND RAIMENT. AND THE LORD 
GAVE THE PEOPLE FAVOUR IN THE SIGHT 
OF THE EGYPTIANS, SO THAT THEY LENT 
UNTO THEM SUCH, I HINGS AS THEY RE- 
QUIRED: AND THEY SPOILED THE EGYP- 
TIANS, 

THE Objector hereupon obſerves as fol- 
lows: h Men flatter themſelves, that They 
are true Iſraelites, aud Thoſe of a diſſerent Re- 
ligion mere Egyptians 3 will They not Le apt to 
nmagi ne, when They ſee how the Iſraclites {pozt. 
ed the Egyptians by the command of God him. 
| ſelf, who made Them borrow what They were 
not to pag. that This might le a good Precedent 
| for Them? B anſwers, very facetioully : I 
nuſt own, that a Command to lend hoping for 
nothing again i, and a Command to borrow, 
& without Teturning any thing Again, ſecm to be 
wry different Commands. This is tolcrably 
modeſt and decent, in compariſon of what 
tac [nfidel throws out aftcrwards!, upon the 
lame Subject, of a more direful and blafſ: 
pacmous Strain. They borrowed of the Egyp- 


* Chriſtianity as old &. p. 263. 
i Luke vi. 25. k Exo4. iii. 21, 21. 
hriſtianity as old c. p. 349. 
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10 EXODUS. 
tians as the Lord ordered Them, Jewels of Gold 
and Silver, and Raiment even to the ſpoiling of 
Them"; And when Pharaoh (who all along 
ſeemed jealous of their deſien, and bids them not 
go far away) found that this ſolemn Sacrifice 
wAs A mere pretence, and that They jeally fled 
with all that They had berrowed of his People, 
He purſued the Fugitives : The Conſequence was, 
that the Egyptians ſtead of obtaining Reſtitu- 
tion, were miraculouſly deſtroyed, and Pharaoh 
oſt his Life, as well as his Sul jects; and Thoſe 
who had dealt thus treacherouſly with them, 
were as miraculouſly preſerved. Thus far this 
wretched Man, who hath taken upon Him, 
like Pharach, to cxalt Himſelf againſt the li- 
ving God. But to anſwer his Chicane, and 
Buffooncry, as diſtinctly as poſſible; let it 
be obſerved | 

1. THAT He builds too much upon the 
Engliſb I ranſlation. Inſtead of They borrow- 
ed, in verſe the 3 5th, it may as literally and 
more properly be tranſlated, They asted; as 
the Sevezty, and Yulgate, and Chaldee render: 
Ard inſtcad of They lent unto them, the ren- 
dering may as well be, They let them have, 
or They granted them ſuch Things as They 
asked' for. The like may be obferved of 
Exod. iii. 22d. were inſtcad of ſhall borrow, 
ſhould be rcad, ſhall at. a 


m Exod. xii. 32. 


n Sce Mr. Shuckferd, who is betorchand with me in the Ob- 
ſet vation, 


EXODUS. TI 

THE Zeyptians had been thoroughly terri- 
ficd with what had paſled, and eſpecially 
with the laſt dreadful Plague upon all their 
firſt-born, They were now willing to give 
the Hebrews any thing, or every thing, only 
to be quit of them: For in their diſmal Fright 
TAEY SAID, WE BE ALL DEAD MEN. They 
were willing enough now, even to bribe 
the Hebrews to be gone, and to court them 
with any Preſents they ſhould deſire, fo that 
They might but obtain their favour, perceiving 
how much depended upon their being kind 
and civil to them, and how dearly They 
had already paid for their unkindneſs to- 
wards them; and what might yet follow 
worle than all before, They knew not. In 
a word, They were glad at any rate, to o m- 
pound for their future ſafety, and ſo were 
ready to give the Hebrews any thing they 
ſhould either ask or want. 

2. Bur however that be, let it next be 
obſcrved, that God had an undoubted Right 
to transfer the property to the Hebrews, ſince 
the whole World is his, and no one can 
put in any Bar to his Title. The Hebrews 
therefore took nothing but what was ſtrictly 
their own. They had God's expreſs order? 
for taking it; and ſo God, by transferring 


ſervation, and proves it more at large. Connect. of Sacred and 
Profane Hiſt. Vol. II. p. 495. 
0 Exod. xii. 33. p Exad. iii. 22. Xi. 2. 
D 2 the 
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the property to them, made it theirs. This 
was not diſpenſing with the Law of Nature, 
but it was altering the Caſe; for no Law of 
Nature forbids any Man's taking what God 
gives him. It was not encouraging Fraud or 
Theft ; but it was making ſo eſſential a Change 
in the very nature and quality of the Act, 
by that ſingle Circumſtance of a divine Com- 
miſſion, that now there could be neither 
Fraud. nor Theft in ſo taking what the E. 
oo were ready to part with, and what 

od commanded the 7/raelizes both to take, 
and keep as their own. 

3. LET it further be obſerved, that the 
Lord God Almighty had the fame indiſpu— 
table Right, to remove the Hebrews finally 
out of Pharach's Hands; and He gave Pha- 
raoh very full and ample Demonſtrations of 
bis will, by repeated Miracles. Aftcr that, 
it was moſt intolent defiance againſt Hea- 
ven, either to detain the People, or to claim 
their Service, or to demand Reſtitution of 
what They had taken. It was wild and 
frantick to diſpute whether The King of F. 
Set, or The King of Heaven ought to be o- 
beyed, and to bear Rule in the World. It 
is ridiculous in the Objedtor to talk of Reſtt- 
tution in the caſe, as if God could borrow 
any thing of his Creatures, which owe their 
Subſtance and their very Being to Him: 
And it is horribly prefer, as e 

lets 


. 
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. jc, to ſay, that the Hebrews dealt zreacher- 


ouſly, either in their departure, or in taking 
what they did, ſince Both were purſuant to 
divine order; and They had been treacherous to 
God and to one another, in thoſe Circumſtan- 
ces, had They refuſed to do either. The Obijector 
Himſelf at other times can tell us, that by 
the Circumſtances Men are under a, we are to 
judge of the Nature, and Quality, and Ten— 
dency of their Actions: Now that ſingle Cir- 
cumſtance of a divine command ſo alters the 
Caſe with reſpect to what the Hebrews did, 
that it can be nothing akin to Men's ordi- 
narily going out of a Realm without leave, 
or taking Money or Jewels with them, fo 
as never to return them. 

4. LET it further be obſerved, that no 
il! uſe at all can be made of this Precedent 
by Men that have any ſhare of common 
Senſe and common Honeſty. If any one has 
luch Commiſſion and warrant as the Hebrews 
had, then let him do as the Hebrews did, 
and not otherwiſe, It is ludicrous to call 
This a Precedent for what is nothing like it, 
nor any thing akin to it. Bur if any can be 
weak cnough, or wild enough to make this 
a cover for Iniquity, They reaſon wrong: 
And ſo the fault might better be thrown 
upon human Reaſon which the Objector fo mag- 
2ifies, than upon ſacred Scripture Which He 

q Chriſtianity as old ec. p. 345. | 
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loves to vilify. But in truth, neither S:yjp. 
ture, nor Reaſon ought to bear the blame of 
what would be a wilful Abuſe of Both: 
But the blame would lie ſolely upon hu. 
man Corruption, and culpable depravity, 
To That are owing Mens evil Practiſes and 
their evil Reaſonings too: And for Both They 
mult one day antwer at the high Tribunal 
of God. 


EXO b. XX. 5. 


ITE LoxD Thy GoD AM A JEALOUS 
Gob, vISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE PA- 
THERS UPON THE CHILDREN, UNTO | THE 
THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION OF THEM 
THAT HATE ME." 

THe Objeftor is pleaſed to obſerveſ, that 
the ſame Spirit does not alike prevail throughout 
the Old Teſtament. The nearer we come to the 
Times of the Goſpel, the milder it appeared: For 
tho God declares in the Decalogue, that He is 4 
jealous God &c. and accordingly Achan, with 
all his Family, was deſtroyed for his ſingle Crime, 
get the Lord afterwards ſays, THE SOUL THAT 
SINNETH 1T SHALL DYE; THE SON SHALL 
NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE Fa: 
THER © Cc. 

r Compare Exod. xxxiv. 6, E, 


. 1 Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 268. 
t Ezek. xviti. 20. £ 
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THAT God may, and often does vary 
his methods, or his Diſpenſations, as Timcs 
and Circumſtances vary, is very certain: 
But to give a clear account of all ſuch va- 
riations, the reaſons of which are lock d up 
in the divine Counſels, may be a great deal 
too much for this Author, or a wiſcr Man 
to pretend to. Yet the ſtrength of his oppo- 
ſition to Sacred Writ, reſolves generally in- 
to this falſe principle, this ſenſeleſs Vanity, 
that if there be any thing in the Conduct 
of an all-wiſe God which an ignorant Crca- 
ture of yeſterday cannot look into, and ac- 
count for, That is reaſon ſufficient for re. 
jccting an otherwiſe plain Revelation. And 
ſo you'll find Him up and down, in his Pook, 
taking upon Him to preſcribe and dictate to 
an all-knowing God u. If the Subjects of any 
carthly Kingdom were to go upon the like 
principles, rejecting every Law, InjunQion, 
Proclamation, or Edict, whenever They 
could not ſee clcarly into all the Reaſons of 
State upon which it is founded, what Con- 
fuſion would it, not bring, and What mad- 
neſs would it not end in? And yet Euman 
Counſels are not fo deep as Dime: neither 
is the Government of any Kingdom upon 
Earth, fit to be compared with the Govern- 
ment of Almighty God over the vaſt and 


u See Inſtances in Chriſtiani:y XC. p. 3, 105, 111, 115, 116, 
122, 124, 149, 196, | 
wide 
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wide Univerſe. But this by the way only, 
to check the vain Preſumption and Conceit- 
edneſs of ſuch a method of reaſoning. Now 
to come to the point in hand. The Rcaſon, 
or Account which the Objector has been 
pleaſed to give, is undoubtedly a falſe one. 
For if it had been a general Rule that the 
Spirit of the Old Teſtament ſhould grow mild- 
er and milder as the Goſpel approached, let 
Him account for what God ſays by rhe ſame 
Prophet Ezekzet”, that when He ſhould ſend 
out his ſore Judgments to cut off Man and 
Beaſt, He® would not ſpare one Man among 
tac Wicked for the fake of the Rightcous, 
but the Righreous ſhould be alone preſerv- 
cd. The Scntence is full and percmptory : 
THoUGA THESE THREE MEN, Noan, Da- 
NIEL, AND JOB WERE IN IT, THEY SHOULD 
DELIVER BUT THEIR OWN SOULS BY THEIR 
RxrGHTEOUSNESS, SAITH THE LorpD Goy. 
Yer Time was, when God would have ſpa— 
red Cven that inhoſpitable, murderous, im- 
pious, and inccſtuous City, Sodom, had there 
been but ten righteous Perſons found in it: 
So mild was Almighty God in ancient days, 
fo mercitul and gentle were his dealings; 
ſeemingly more ſo than in the Times 
of Ezchicl, tho ncarcr to the Times of the 
Gofpcl. I fay then, that the Objed/or's Rule, 
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or Comment upon God's Conduct, is ima- 
ginary, and without Foundation. 

I Mar further obſerve, that as to the par- 
ticular caſe of viſiting the ſins of the Fathers 
upon the Children, there appears to have been 
no ſcttled change, no ſtanding abatement 
made of what is laid down in the Decalogue. 
The fame Thing was threatned, and the 
ſame Diſcipline obterved in the Goſpel Times, 
as well as before, and may have been fre- 
quently ſince in all Ages of the Church 
down to this day. What our bleſſed Lord 
Himfelf ſays, relating to our purpoſe, may 
deſerve our ſpecial notice. THAT UPON 
YOU MAY COME ALL THE RIGHTEOUS BLOOD 
SHED UPON THE EARTH, FROM THE BLOOD 
OF RIGHTEOUS ABEL UNTO THE BLOOD OF 
ZACHARIAS Cc. VERILY, I SAY UNTO 
YOU, ALL THESE 1HINGS SHALL COME up- 
ON THIS GENERATION*. The Threatning 
was fully verified in the dreadful deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, within lets than 40 Years after. 


x Matt. xxiil. 35, 36. a 

To underſtand this, we muſt obſerve that the Scripture takes 
notice of a certain meaſure of iniquity which is filling up from 
one Generation to another, till at laſt it makes a Nation, or 
Family, ripe for Deſtruction: And altho' thoſe Perſons on 
whom this final TIS falls, ſuſter no more then their 
own perfonal Sins deferved; yet becauſe the Sins of former 
Generations, which they equal or outdo, make it time for God. 
utterly to deſtroy Them, the puniſhments due to the Sins of 
many Ages and Generations. are a] {aid to ial upon Them. 
Sherlock on Providence, Clu. viii. p. 408. 


C; And 
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And I believe it will not be eaſy to find any 
more terrible example of divine Vengeance 
(excepting one only) before the Times of 
the Goipel, than This which has appearcd 
ſince. Vain therefore are the dreams of this 
Writcr, as to God's growing milder in his 
Judgments upon wicked Men, the nearer 
we come to the Goſpel-Times. 

Bur He will ask us, probably, how then 
do we reconcile the two Texts, one of Mo- 
ſes in the Decalogue, and the other in the 
Prophet EZzekrel? Very caſily: 

For the ſeeming difference amounts only 
to This; that God may vary his mcthods, 
at different Times, according as He ſecs 
Cauſe, or according as the ends of Provi- 
dence or Diſcipline tequire. He ſometimes 
viſits the ſins of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren, and ſometimes He docs it not: And 
the Reaſons arc to Himſelf in both caſes. 
For who hath known tac mind of the Lord? 
or Who hath been his Counſellor? who 
ſhall inſtruct Him in matters of Diſcipline, 
or direct an all-wiſc God how to govern the 
World ? 

As to the particular caſe of the Jews un- 
der Captivity, ſpoken of both by Jeremiah] 
and Exeliel 2, it appears to ſtand thus: The 
Jews had been viſited, ſent into Captivity, 
for the ſins of their Fathers, as well as for 


y Jerem. xxxi 29, 30. Lament. v. 7. 2 Exek. xviii. 2. 
their 
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EXODUS. 19 


their own, purſuant to the Threatnings which 


God had before made by his Prophets“. 
The Captive Jews hereupon complained , 
thinking it hard meaſure, that They ſhould 
ſo ſmart for the ſins of their Fathers, and 
ſhould be puniſhed beyond what, in the or- 
dinary courſe of Providence, their o, ſins 
would have called for. The Fact was true; 
and God's reaſon, among others, was, to te- 
ſtify and demonſtrate to the World his utter 
deteſtation of the ſins of Manuaſſeh, his 
abominablc Idolatries. But God, to comfort 
his Captive Pcople, lets them know, that 
this ſevere, tho' juſt, Diſpenſation towards 
them, ſhould not be laſting, for that He 
would be kind to them again, by re— 
ſtoring them to their own Land, and then 
They ſhould no longer have occalion to 
complain, or to uſe that Proverb mention- 
ed by Feremiah and Ezekiel, in the places be- 
fore cited: They had been ſeverely Cha- 
ſtiſed for their Fathers ſins, as well as for their 
own; but their Captivity ſhould ccaſe, 
and then that extraordinary Yiſeration ſhould 
ceaſe alſo, and they ſhould ſuffer only for 
their own Faults : And God would be gracious 
to them in the mcan while. This Interpretation 
of Ezekiel I take in the main from Bp. Stil- 
ling fleet >, who had well conſidered it, and 


a Jerem. xv. 4. compare 2 Kings xxiii. 26, 
b Stillingfleet of the Sufferings of Chriſt, againſt Crellius. Ch. 3. 
G3 wha 
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who has cleared up the objeQed difficulty 
(as I conceive) the beſt of any. 

IF it bc farther asked, how it is juſtifya- 
ble at all to viſit the fins of the Fathers up- 
on the Chilaren, and more eſpecially upon 
innocent Children, as upon Achan's Children, 
and upon Davids firſt Child by Bathſbeba e; 
To this 1 anſwer: 

1. FIRST, as to the caſe of guilty Chil. 
dren, They deſerve the puniſhment which 
God inflicts, and they arc puniſhed for their 
own fins, in ſuch caſes, as well as for the 
fins of their Fathers. Bur as God docs not 
punith all that deſerve it, and might remit 
the puniſhment due for their own fins if He 
io pleaſed, and would do it if their Fathers 
had not linncd alſo; it may be juſtly ſaid 
in ſuch a cafe, that God vitits the fins of 
the Fathers upon the Children, becauſe He 
would not have taken the Forfeiture, nor 
have puniſhed the Children in this lite ac- 
cording to their own demerits, if the fins of 
thcir Fathers, added to theirs, had not made 
it neceſſary, or proper, for anſwering the 
ends of Diſcipline. 

2. As to the caſe of innocent Children, 
there can be no queſtion but God may dc- 
mand the Life which He gave them, when- 
ever He pleaſes; and it is no injury to Them, 
to tranſlate them from this World to a bet- 
e 2 Sam. xii. 18. 


ter, 
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ter, but a kindneſs and a comfort to them. 
And if an all- merciful God, while He de- 
mands their Lives for thcir Benefit, docs ir 
alſo at ſuch a time and in ſuch a manner as 
ſhall beſt anſwer the ends of Diſcipline for 
the good of the World, there is nothing in 
this Conduct but what rcdounds to the Glo- 
ry both of the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. 
It is not indeed a proper Rule for Human 
Judicatures to proceed by, becauſe Men have 
not that abſolute Right or Power over the 
| Lives of others, as God has over all; neither 
can thcy judge when to ule ſuch a Power 
if they had it; neither if they deprive Per- 
ſons of a preſent Advantage, are they able 
afterwards to make them amends. There- 
fore no ſuch Power is ordinarily lodged in 
Men. God Himſelf has forecloſed all pre- 
tences to it, by his expreſs Prohibitions d. 
But the caſe is different with reſpect to God 
Himſelf, who has Sovereign Authority, and 
whoſe infinite Wiſdom is a Bar to his judg- 
ing wrong, and his infinite Power and Good- 
neſs can compenſate all ſeeming Severities. 
in the mean while, his deteſtation of ſin is 
more remarkably demonſtrated, and the pra- 
| Ctice of Righteouſneſs more ſtrongly guard- 
> cd and ſecured, by thus puniſhing Wick- 
» cdnels, not only at the firſt hand, but in the 
+ TPoſterity alſo for ſeveral Generations. So, 
d Deut. xxiv. 16. 2 Kings xiv. 5, 6. 

taking 
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taking the Thing either way, there can be 
no juſt complaint made againſt the arvme 
proceedings in viſiting the ſins of the Fa. 
thers upon their either ſinful, or innocent Pro- 
geny. If Achan's Family, ſuppoſing them 
intirely innocent, were deſtroyed for his ſingle 
Crime, They loſt nothing that They had any 


ſtrict Right to; or if They had, yet God | 


could make them amends. A Good Father 
derives a Bleſſing upon his Children, and a 
Bad Father entails a Curſe, but in reſpec on- 


ly to This World: And it is good for the | 


World it ſhould be fo*®. The Life to come 
will fully adjuſt all ſeeming incqualitics of 
this kind: Which is abundantly ſufficient to 
anſwer all poſſible Objections on this Head, 
In a word, as God daily exerciſes ſth a 
Power over innocent Perſons for the ends of 
his wiſe Providence, ſo there is no juſt reaſon 
to be aſſigned why He may not allo exerciſe 
the ſame Power for the ends of Diſcipline, 
which is but one ſpecies of his Providential 
Diſpenſations. 


e Sec Sherlock on Providence. p. 410. 


LE VII. 


% 
4% y wt 5 . * E "4 2 > " £ 15 ry # 4 x . 
wr, { — of A 1 * FS) W 1 - . = * |, *Kas 0 
+ TI On — 2 f n F - 1 2 e * 3 2 
4 , 


LBFYITTUBR 


LEV 1T. xxvii. 28, 29. 


No DEVOTED THING THAT A MaN 
<HALL DEVOTE UNTO THE LORD, OF ALL. 
THAT HE HATH, BOTH OF MAN AND 
BEAST, AND OF THE FIELD OF HIS POSSES- 
SION, SHALL BE SOLD, OR REDEEMED: E- 
VERY DEVOTED THING 1S MOST HOLY UN- 
To THE LORD. 

NoNE DEVOTED WHICH SHALL BE DE- 
VOTED OF MEN, SHALL BE REDEEMED, 
BUT SHALL SURELY BE PUT To DEATH. 

THe Objector refers to this Paſſage, in or- 
der to infer from it, that the Levitical Law 
approved, or countenanced human Sacrifice; t. 
He ſays, Authors are divided upon it: And 
He preſently lets us know what ſide He 
takes, too haſtily liſtening to any Slander 
raiſed againſt Scripture. A noble Writer in- 
* decd ſays, that ſomething of this nature might 
* poſſibly be deauced even from holy Writs: He 
perhaps may be one of this Gentleman's Au- 
* thors, But the learned Selden® has fo fully, 
and fo accurately diſcuſſed the Queſtion, de- 
termining it in the zegative, that there is no 


f Chriſtianity as old e, p. 94. 

Characteriſticks Vol. 3 p. 124. 

Seiden. de jur. Nat. & Gent. L. IV. c. 6, 7. 8, 9. 10. 
His Concluſion, after ſuch particular Examination, is in thele 
words: Manifeſtum eſt ex Ebræorum interpretatione qualictnque 
die Legis Sacre, nallum omnino homicidium ultroneum, ſeu ex- 
tra Pene, ſeu * Rationem, permifum ea fuiſſe. c. x. p. 559. 


oom 


wm EREYFITICUS:. 
room left for further diſpute about it among 
Men of true Learning. The 28th verſe f 
this Chapter in Leviticus, ſpeaks of Things 
or Perſons devoted to Sacred uſes, by that 
fort of Vow which was called Cherem, 2 
Conſecration under pain of a Curſe. Things 
or Pcrſons ſo devoted or conſecrated, were 
for ever to be ſet apart to Sacred uſes, and } 
could never be redeemed, or deſecrated. 
The 2g") verſe is to be underitood of Per. | 
ſons devoted by the Cherem alſo, but deyot- 
ed to perdition, (in like manner as the City 
Fericho was devoted i,) in a hoſtile, or vin- 
dictive way, and not in the way of Sacrifice, 
Perſons ſo devoted were to be utterly de- 
ſtroyed. This is the true and the full mcan- 1 
ing of that whole Paſſage in Leviticus k. 
Bur our Cbjector has ſomewhat to plead 
for another Conſtruction. He is pleaſed to 
interpret the words, IS MOST HOLY UNTO THE 
Lorp, in verſe 28th, by the words of verlc 
the 2 9tb, SHALL SURELY BE PUT To DEATH, 
What is meant, He ſays, Ly being MosT HoLy | 7 
UNTO THz LORD, is explained in the next |* 
verſe, and then He recites the 29%, FS 


= —— ͤ —ʒœͥñk— 


i Joſh. vi. 17. And the City ſhall be accurſed (devoted, Che- 
Mn even it aud all that are therein to the Lord. Com pate 
Numb. xxi. 2, 2. Judg. xxi. 5. 1 Sam. xiv. 24 

k See Sir John Marſham Sect. IX. p. 169. Ed. Lipſ. In 
the next page, Ile has theſe words. Cedes itaque humana nu. 
e Ebreorum jure permiſſa eft, extra fie legitimie, Juſttque Ball 
rat ion:m. 


| | But 
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But we may obſerve that THE FIELD oF 
H1s POSSESSION was One of the Things men- 
tioned in verſe the 28th, as being devoted, 
and thereby rendered moſt holy unto the Lord. 
But if by the Field's being most holy, nothing 
more is meant than its being irrevocably, 
and irredeemably conſecrated to God, as 4 
Field devoted, the poſſeſſion whereof ſhould be 
the Priefts| ; then certainly the Men mentioned 
in the ſame verſe with the Feld, may be 
underſtood to be moſt holy, as conſecrated 
irrevocably to Sacred uſes, or Services, Thus 
the Levites were conſecrated, who were to ſerve 
the Pricſts for ever; and thus the Child Samuel 
was conſecrated to God by his Mother, 
and thereupon delivered up to old Ei, who 
received him for the Lord em: And thus alſo 
the Nethinims, who were given by David to 
ſerve the Levites, as the Levites were to ſerve 
the Prieſts n. 

Bur the Objeclor ſays further, that what- 
ever was the Lord's, as the firſt-born of Man 
and Beaſt, was to be ſlain, if God did not order 
its Redemption o. And for proof thereof, He 
refers us to ſome Texts? noted in the Mar- 
gin. But if He means Redemption with 
Money, He forgets that all the F- born, be- 
fore God took in the Levites in their ſtead, 


| Levit. xxvii. 21. m 1 Sam. ii 25, 26, 27, 28. 
n Ezra viii. 20, o Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 95- 
P Exod. XXX. 12, 12. XXXiv. 19, 26, 


ACC 
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were the Lord's And yet none of theſe (ex- 


cepting 273, the ſupernumerary Firſt-born a- 
bove the number of the Levites d) were ci- 
ther redeemed, or ſlain. The Levites came in 
their places, and ſo the Levites were now 
the Lord's, and yet were neither to be e 
acemed nor ſiain, but to ſerve the Tabernacle 
and the Pricfts*, In that ſenſe, They were 
the Lord's, and holy unto the Lord", as irrevo- 
cably and unredeemably conſecrated to God's 
ſervice. It is true, that Captives taken in War, 
if before devoted, were to be ſlain: And of 
ſuch may the 29th verſe be underſtood. But 
verſe the 28" ſpeaks of a Man's devoting 
out of all that He hath, out of what is his 
own Property, as for inſtance, his own Slaves 
bought with his own Money: Thoſe ſo de- 
voted were not to be Sacrificed, or other- 
wiſe Slain, but to ſerve to Sacred uſes. That 
was the full end and aim of their being ſo 
ſolemnly, and ſo irreverſibly 4evored to the 
Lord. And let it here be noted that God 
tpcaking to Aaron in capacity of High- Prieſt, 
and aſſigning the Prieſt's portion ſays, EVERY 
THING DEVOTED IN ISRAEL (every Cherem, 
every thing conſccrated under a Curſe) 


Numb. iii. 45, 46. r Numb. iii. 9. viii. 19. 

Thoſe Levites who are ſaid, Numb. viii. 19. to be given to 
the Prieſts; are in verſe 16'Þ, ſaid to be given unto God, which 
amounts to the ſame: God ſays, They are whoily given unto me: 
and I have taken them unto me. 
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SHALL BE THINE*®: Which anſwers to the 
words in Levit. xxvii. 28. EVERY THING 
DEVOTED Is MOST HOLY UNTO THE LoRrp. 
Yet Both are to be underſtood but of one 
kind of Cherem, of Things Conſecrated for e- 
ver to Sacred uſes, not of Things defiin'd ro 
deſtruction ; For how could that be given for 
the uſe of the Prieſts, which was immediate- 
ly to be deſtroyed ? I may add, that when the 
Animals allowed for Sacrifice arc numbred 
up in Leviticus", we find mention made of 
Bullocks, Sheep, Goats, Turtle-Doves, Young-Pt- 
geons : but not a word of Sacriticing Aen.: 
So little ground, or colour is there for this 
injurious Charge upon the word of God, 

To conclude this Head, it is obſervable, 
that almoſt all the Pagan Countries, have 
offered Human Sacrifices v. Ihe Phænicians, 
and Canaanites, Foyptians, Arabians, Athenians, 
Lacedemonians, Romans, Carthaginians, Scytht- 
ans, Gauls, and Britains. The Fews in a man- 
ner, were the only Nation that never ad- 
mitted the practice, becauſe They had been 
taught better by God Himſelf: And it 
has been owing chicfly not to Infadels, but 
to Chriſtianity and Chriſtian Prieſts *, that 
That diabolical Cuſtom was abrogated (a- 
bout the time when Oracles alſo ceaſed) and 

t Numb. xiii. 14. u Levit. i. 2, 10, 14. 


w Vid. Euſeb. Prep. Evang. L. IV. c. 16. p. 155. Ge. 
x Vid. Euſeb. Præp. Evang. L. 5. c. 17. p. 208. & Lib. IV. 
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that we are not Sacrificing our .Sons and 


Daughters unto Devils at this day. All This 


is Fact; and yet this unrighteous Man, in- 
ſtead of commending Revelation, as He ought 
to do, for theſe ineſtimable Benefits which 
we enjoy by it, is pleaſed to charge it as 
faulty in That very Article where it deſcrves 
his higheſt praiſes. Can there be any Rea- 
ſon, any Sincerity, any Benevolence to Man- 
kind, ſhown in thus abuſing the Readers? 


NU MB. xiv. 30, — 34. 


*DouUBTLEsSS YE SHALL NOT COME INT0 
THE LAND CONCERNING WHICH I SWARE 
TO MAKE YOU DWELL THEREIN, SAVE Ca- 


LEB (Fc. AND YE SHALL KNOW MY 
BREACH OF PROMISE. 


THE Objector remarksY, that there are 
Texts, which, if taken literally, repreſent God 
not only falſifying his Word, but his Oaths. Then 
He cites the two Texts above ſpecified. Now 
as to verſe the zeth, no one but an halt- 
witted Reader can be at a loſs to underſtand 
it, and 4terally too. Ye, that is, ye Iſraelites 
conſidered as particular Men, SHALL NOT 
COME INTO THE LAND CONCERNING WHICH 
I SWARE TO MAKE YOU (Cu conſidered 28 
a People) DWELL THEREIN. God's Promilcs 
were made to the Seed of Abraham, to thc 


y Chriſtianity as old ec. p. 277. | 
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Children of Iſrael, to the Hebrews, as an abid- 
ing People which was to ſubliſt for many A- 
ges, tho' particular Men were going off dai- 
ly, as in all fleeting, ſucceſſive Bodies. To 
that People, I ſay, the Promiſes were Literally 
made, and to the ſame People They were 
as literally fulfilled. The Promiſe was not 
tied to certain Perſons, but to a certain People, 
and therefore might be performed at any 
time (if not otherwiſe limited) while that 
People ſubſiſted. | 

IT is a very uſual, and a very intelligible 
way of ſpeaking, common in all languages, 
to ſpcak of Nations in their National Ca- 
pacity, and to ſay we, or you, not meaning 
it of the Individuals now living, but of their 
Anceſtors, or Poſtcrity : And 1 am perſwad- 
cd there is ſcarce a plain Cauntryman but 
who would readily underſtand ſuch expret- 
ſions at firſt hearing; ſo little ground is there 
for cavil upon this firſt Article. 

As to what is ſaid in verſe the 34", yr 
SHALL KNOW MY BREACH OF PROMISE, it 
is a harſh Tranſlation, and merely conjectural. 
not warranted by the Hebrew Original. 
Some of our older Engliſh Tranſlations had 
a more inoffenſive, and a juſter rendering. 
than our laſt Verſion here happens to have. 
Coverdale's Bible of 1535, renders; YE MAY 
KNOW WHAT IT IS, WHEN I WITHDRAWE 
MY HAND. Aattheuess of 1537 has, YE 

SHALL 
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SHALL FELE MY VENGEAUNCE. The rea- 
Bille of 1539, YE SHALL KNOWE MY ÞDis- 
PLEASURE. The Geneva Tranſlators of 1 560, 
firſt ventured to fay, YE SHALL FELE Mr 
BREACH OF PROMISE : But then They added 
a Marginal Note to ſoften it: viz. whether 
my promiſe be true, or no. Bp. Parker's Bible 
of 1568 altered it, into YE SHALL KNOW E 
MY BREACHE OF PROMISE, leaving no Note 
at all in the Margin: And the laſt Tranſla- 
tion following Parker's, reads the Text as be- 
fore, only throwing in another ſofter Ver— 


ſion into the Margin, viz. —_— of my. 


purpoſe. 
Tue Truth is, Promiſe was inſerted by 
the Tranſlators, only to fill up the Senſe, as 
They ſuppoſed: There is nothing in the He- 
brew to anſwer it. The moſt that can be 
made of the Hebrew, in tnar way of Con- 
ſtruction, is no more than this (as Bp. Pa- 
trict has obſerved) YE SHALL KNOW MY 
Breach. Which might ſignify either Gods 
breaking iu upon them. in the way of An. 
ger; or his breaking with them, that is, de- 
parting from them. And yet it is not ccr- 
rain that the word r] really ſignifies ) 
Breach, The word occurs but once more in 
the whole Bible, in Fob xxxiii. 10. where it 
is in the plural number, and is by us ren— 
dered occaſions; as much by gueſs, as in 
the other place, Under theſe — 

an 
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and while we want other Light, I know no 
better Rule to go by than the Severry, (which 
is the moſt ancient Verſion) and Ferem, who 
had ſcen the other ancient Greek Verſions, 
Now the Seventy have in this place of Mum. 
bers, To Yupror Tns opyns us, My Anger, or 
more literally, the Fury of my Wrath: And in 
the place of Fob, they have yeuyu, Complaing, 
Accuſation. Ferem, in the firſt, has altionem 
meam, and in the other querelas. One of 
the laſt learned Commentators, Le Clerc, 
having conſidered every way, and finding an 
Aralict Root that ſeemed to favour ſuch 
conſtruction as the 70 and Vulgate give, ac- 
quieſces at length in this rendering: 7e ſhall 
know my Vengeance, being at leaſt as good a 
rendering, and as probable as any. | 

Uro the whole, it is evident, that 
there is no foundation, ſcarce colour for 
our O0bjector's Speculations upon this Text. 


* This is one, among many, of his Engliſh ob- 


jections which 1 had in my eye when J 
wrote my Introduction to Part the firſt =, 


I perccive, the Gentleman is ſomewhat of- 
* fended at the freedom I took with him, in 
telling the World what is true, that He «i/- 
tovers no acquaintance with the Original Læn- 


guages, wor ſo much as with common Criticks or 
> Commentators, He endeavours in a Piece He 


* 
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2 Scripture, Vindicated, p. 8. 
has 
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bas ſince publiſhed, to bring Himſelf off by 
ſaying, that He writes only for the unlearncd, 
and that the Engliſh Bible to Thoſe muſt be the 
word of Cod, otherwiſe They will have no word 
of God at all, One ſhall not eaſily meet with 
a poorer Defence of a wrong thing. Let 
the Engliſh Bible be to Engliſh Readers the 
Word of God, as much as any Verſion of the 
word of God can be: Yet there arc few, I 
believe, even among the anlearnea, ſo ignorant 
as to imagine that it was firſt penn'd in E. 
gliſb, or that it is not a Tanſlation. And 
if they meet with any difficulty, or any 
thing that appears offenſive, They have Guides 
to go to, who by conſulting the Originals 
or the beſt Commentators, may be able to 
help them out. But this Writer's advice to 
them would be, to throw alide the Bible, and 
to truſt intirely to their own natural parts, 
or Talents, to their /zward Light, without any 
exterual help from the word of God: And 
This becauſc there may be ſome expreſſions 
in an Engliſb Verſion which are not juſtify- 
able, or may be made an ill uſe of. An 
Argument which He ſcems to have borrow- 
ed (as He has ſeveral others) from the Poprſh 
Prieſts, who argue in the ſame way againſt 
letting the People have the Scriptures in the 
Vulgar Tongue, But the es of Scripture 
are too many, and too great to be thus de- 

a Second Addreis ec. p. 84, 85. 

= ſpiſcd 


ſpiſed or given up, only for fear of ſome 
poſſible Abuſes. The Argument would be 
as ſtrong for diſcarding all Reaſoning too, be- 
cauſe the «ſe of Reaſon will be attended 
with ſome Abuſes of that excellent Faculty. 
But this Author does wrong in charging 
faults upon Scripture which are faults of a 
Verſion only, and not of Scripture. How docs 
He account for that part of Miſconduct? Is 
it ezorance only? Why then does He under- 
take what He is not equal to? And why 
docs He infinuatc to the anlearntd, tha here 
are ſuch and ſuch Faults in Scripture, when 
He is not capable Himſelf of knowing whe— 
ther the Fault lies in Scripture, or in the Tan- 
fiation? If there be a Fault in a Verſion, it 
is a good realon for mending the Verſion; but 
certainly it is no reaſon for rejecting Scrip- 
ture, aud all external Revelation, and reſting 
only in our /ward Light, or zatural Gifts. 
In ſhort, He has taken upon Him to give Ad- 
vice to the anlearued, in a point of the high- 
clt Conſequence, Himſelf all the while as 
unlearned almoſt as They; eſpecially in what 
concerns proper Biblical Learning, which He 
ought to have been a maſter of, in ſome 
mcalure at leaſt, before He preſumed thus to 
criticige upon Texts of Scripture, No Pre- 
tences not Colourings can cver juſtify This 
management: If the Blind are to lend the 


Blind, what can be expected but that Beth 
FE ſoould 


9 — l . 
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ſhould fall into the Ditch? 1 beg my Reader's 
pardon for this ſhort Digre ſſion, which might 
moſt properly ſuit this place, and which the 
importunity and confidence of the Adverſary, 
has in a manner forced me into. 


NU MB. xxi. 29 3. 


AND ISRAEL VOWED A Vow UN TO THE 
Lonp, AND SA1D: IF THOU WILT INDEED DE- 
LIVER THIS PEOPLE INTO MY HAND, THEN 
I wiz.L UTTERLY DESTROY THEIR CITIES: 
AND THE LORD HEAREENED TO THE VOICE 
OF ISRAEL, AND DELIVEK#D UP THE CA- 
NAANITES, AND I HEY UTTERLY DESTROYED 
THEM Cc. i | 

I Mar juſt note by the way, that inſtead 
of I will utterly deſtroy their Cities, the truer 
rendering would be, I h devote their Cities, 
i. c. to deſtrudtion: And inſtead of, They ut- 
terlj deſtroped them, in the next verſe, it ſhould 
be, They devoted, (or anathematized) them. 
But as no uſe will be made of the Obſerva— 
tion in our preſent Argument, it is ſufficient 
juſt to hayc hinted it, only to prevent an 
Objection which our Author did not ſee, 
or did not think proper to lay hold of. But 
He is mightily offended at thoſe ſevere deal- 
ings with the Canaanites; being much kind- 
cr, it ſeems, and more benevolent than the 
great God of 1/{rael; or however taking upon 
Himſelf 
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Himſelf to judge in what concerns the awe 
Conduct and Government, in a manner that 
would be preſumption and rudeneſs with te- 
ſpect even to a petty Prince, it He knew no 
more of the caſe than He does here. Thrice 
He expoſes Himſelf on this Head b. 
1. FIRST He takes notice, that the Ca- 
naanites, who had never done Iiracl the leaſt 
injury, Men, Women, and Children were to be 
utterly deſtroyed, Unhappy Sufferers! But 
the tame Hiſtory that tells us This, tells us 
alſo how their fins had deſerved it. And 
what if They had never done Iſrael the leaſt 
injury, (any more than Thoſe that laſt died 
by the hand of Jultice, had done injury to 
the Officers that ſeized them, or to the Exe- 
cutioner that diſpatched them) yet certainly 
it They had been injurious to the Public (as 
all wicked miſcreants are) and if they had 
thereby grievouſly offended the Lord of the 
Whole Earth, He might appoint his own Peo- 


ple, as well as any other Inſtruments, to CxC- 


cute his juſt Wrath and Vengeance upon 
them. If the force of his Objection lies on- 
ly in This, that inocent Children were to 
ſuffer with the reſt, the ſame Objection lies 
againſt all publick Judgments, whether Wars, 
or Plagues, or Deluges, or Famines, or what 


b Chriſtianity as old ec. p. 97, 264, 272. 
© Ibid. p. 97. 
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elſe ſocver : Such Arguments can terminate 
in nothing clic but Atheiſm. 
2. THE Objector further pleads in tke man- 
ner here following: Would not People, if like 
the Children of Iſrael, They were deſtitute of an 
habitation, be apt to think what the Iſraelites 
did to the Canaanites, & good Precedent ; and 
that They might invade a neighbouring idolatrons 
Nation, that never did them the leaſt harm, 
aud extirpate not only Men and Women, but even 
their innocent Infants, in order to get poſſeſſion 
of their Country? And ] queſtion whether the 
Spaniards world have murdered ſo many Mil- 
lions in the Indies, had they not thought they 
might have uſed them like Canaanites 4. Dull 
and inſipid! ncither Argument, nor Poig— 
nancy. No one would, no one could fetch 
in this as a Precedent for ill Practices, who 
was not bctorchand rciolved, with or with- 
out Precedent, to commit Iniquity. The 
caſe is a very plain caſc. If any have ſuch 
Commitlion as the 7/raelites had, ſuch expreſs 
ordcrs trom Heaven, thca This inſtance is a 
Preceacut to act by, if in ſuch a caſe they 
could want any: Put if any Men have no 
ſuch Commiſion as the 1/raelites had, then 
this is no Precedent for their acting as the 
Ijraelites did. It is excceding trifling to call 
it a Precedent, when the moſt material cir- 
cuimſtance is wanting that could make it 
d Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 264. 
ſuch. 
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ſach. But what if ſome will thind it a Pre- 
cedent when it is none? To this I may an- 
(wer, what if ſome will think any thing right 
they have a mind to, and make their Will 
their Law, with or without Precedent ? There 
is no accounting for what fooliſh, partial, 
wicked Men may think: The only queſtion 
is, what they ozeht to think, If Men rea- 


ſon right, This Precedent can never miſlcad 


them. Bur if they reaſon wrong from it, and 
pervert it to ill purpoſes, the fault then lies 
in their ill-reaſoning : And fo let the Author 
next point his Satyr, if He pleaſes, againſt 
the #ſe of Reaſon ; which tho filly employ, 
would yet be wiſer and more pertinent than 
what He urgcs againſt Scripture. 

As to what He again repeats about - 
cent Infants, I have ſufficiently anſwercd it 
in the preceding Article. I ſhall only add, 
that God takes away Thouſands of ſuch in- 
nocent Children every day, and perhaps 
more than half rhe Specics under ten years 
of Age. How will This Writer account for 
it? If He belicves there is a God, I ſuppoſe, 
He will allow, it is God's doing, and that 
God has a Sovercign Right over the Lives 
and Fortunes of Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren. But if He doubts of theſe plain Truths, 
let Him declare it, and ſpeak out. | 

3. THE Objector pretends further, that a 
divine Command, in this caſe, is pleaded in 
Van, 
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vain, except it can be ſhown, that the Thin 
ſuppoſed to be commanded, is not inconſiſtent with 
the Law of Nature; which if God can diſpenſe 
with in any one caſe, He may in all*, Ridi- 
culous. Here was no 4iſpenſing with any Law 
ef Nature; but the circumſtance of a aivine 
Command, (a very matcrial circumſtance in- 
decd) altered the whole Caſe, changed the 
quality of the Act, and made it no Breach 
of the Law of Nature. For, what Law of 
Nature forbids a Man the exccuting of God's 
Will, where the divine Right to what He 
would have executed, is clear and indiſputa- 
ble? The Truth is, the Law of Nature, the 
very primary Law of all (which is, 70 obey 
Goa) demands this (ſervice from Man, when- 
ever God requires it. 

Tuts Writer, through a Cloud of Dark- 
neſs, can yct fometimes ſee the Truth, and 
can reaſon right. He obſerves in another 
place f « *Tis the Circumſtances Men are un- 
„der, by which we are to judge of the Ten- 
*dency of Actions. As for inſtance, the 
killing a Man, conſidered without its Cir- 
**cum(tances, is an Action neither good nor 
bad: But by the Magiſtrate when the pub- 
lick good requires it; or by a private Man 
« when neceſſary for ſelf-defence, it is an 
Action always good. Very well. Do but 
allow the high and mighty Magiſtrate of Hca- 

e Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 272, f Ibid, p. 345+ 
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ven and Earth as much Right as his Deputies 
have that act under Him, and Wiſdom alſo 
lufficient to judge of what concerns the Pub- 
lick good; and then certainly the 1/raelztes act- 
ing by his order, had, at leaſt, as clear a 
Right to deſixoy the Canaanites, as any Exe- 
cutioner can have to take away Life by com- 
mand of Authority. 

4. Bur the 06jedor, finding himſelf pinch- 
ed here, by the plaineſt maxims of common 
Senſe, retires to another Shift, which will 
prove as uſeleſs to Him as the former. He 
alledges, that ao Man can be ſo certain of his 
having a Poſitive Command from God, as He is 
that God has forbid it Him by the Light of Na- 
ture s. But why ſo? Is it becaute no Man 
can truſt to his Eyes, or Ears, or other Sen— 
ſes? How then can a Goaler, a Sheriff, or an 
Executioner truſt to any Magillrate's Varraut 
for putting a Criminal to Death, for fear of 
being himſelf guilty of Murder? God who 
has cndowed us with Faculties of diſcernment 
to know when this or that Man converſes 
with us, can undoubtedly find out ways and 
means to make us as infallibly know when 
Himſelf ſpeaks to us. But the ObjeQor ſays, 
that even Miracles could not be a proof of any 
ſuch Commiſſion. Strange, that a meſſage ſent 
from Hcaven, and atteſted alſo by Miracles, 
ſhould not be as good a proof of God's Com- 

$ Chriſtianity as old ge. p. 272. 
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miſſion, and as ſafe a Rule to act by, as any 
Warrant, under Hand and Seal, is of a Aa. 


giſtrate's Commiſſion. But He further adds : 
He can only know from the nature of the Things 


themſelves, whether Miracles are done by a good, 


or evil Being, That is his great Miflcke : 
Pharaoh's Magicians might have taught Him 
better. They knew at length, and were ſen- 
ſible, on what ſide the Finger of God was", 
without knowing, or at all conſidering what 
the nature or purport of Moſess errand was. 
They knew it by the prevailing, ſuperior, un- 
controlled Power ſhown in Moſess Miracles. 
By the ſame Rule may aivine Miracles at 
any time be diſtinguiſhed from diabolical, 
God never did, nor ever will permit ſuperior 
or uncontrolled Miracles to be wrought in ta- 
vour of Impoſture and Falſhood, No ſuch 
Snares have ever yet been laid for Mankind: 
But from paſt Experience, and from the rea- 
ſon of the Thing, and above all, from the 
goodneſs and loving-kindneſs of God, wc 
have ſufficient grounds to believe and truſt, 
that no ſuch thing ever will be, or morally 
ſpcaking, can bei. 

BUT beſides Miracles, there may be ſeve— 
ral other ways whereby God may manifeſt 
Himſelf unto Men; unleſs all ſupernatural 
Revclations, or Manifeſtations be called Ai 


h Exod. viii. 19. 
+ Sce Mr, Lecke's Diſcourſe of Miracles. p. 453. fol. Edit. 
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races, which in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, 
they are not, neither have they been ſo cal- 
ied. God manifeſted Himſelf, for inftance, 
to Adam, to Cain, to Noah, to Abraham, to 
Jacob, to Moſes, to all the People of Mael, 
and to the Prophets; and Thoſe all knew 
when God ſpike to them, as certainly as 
Men may now know what company they 
are at any time in, or whom they converſe 
with. And it would be ſtrange indced, as 
I before hinted, if God who has taught us 
how to know one another, could not as in- 
fallibly teach us how to know Him, and to 
receive commands from Him. 

5. THE Objecter has ſtill ſomething farther 
to urge, and ſays, that if God be infinitely wiſe 
and good, then no command, not ſlampt with 
thoſe Characters can come from Him, much leſs 
a Command inconſiſtent with all thoſe Duties 
that Men as Men owe to one another*, To 
which I anſwer, that every Command which 
has the broad Seal of Heaven ſet to it, which 
appears by ſure and certain external proofs 


to be aivine; I ſay, cvery fuch Command 


comes ſtampt with the Characters of / 
and good, becauſe it is the Command of 


; 2 God, who is infinitely wiſe and good. 
| But when this Writer talks of the Com- 


mand given to the Mraclites as being jucon— 
fiftent &c. it is running back again to the 


k Cliriſtianit7 as old g. p. 272. 
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fame folly He ſet out with; not conſidering 
that the material Circumſtance of a di. 
vine Command, changes the very nature and 
quality of the Act. For it is not Muraer, to 
rake away Life in obedience to an expreſs 
Command of God. The lives of all Men 
are in the hands of God that gave them: 
And He can demand them back when, and 
where, and by what Inſtruments He pleaſes, 
So let the Objector reſt ſatisfied in This, that 
the Canaanites were juſtly deſtroyed; becauſe 
God, who is jaſt, commanded it. And let 
Him conſider whether his thus plcading for 
as wicked Miſcreants as ever lived, in oppo- 
ſition to God, the k/ndeſt and the beſt of Be- 
ings, be not going out of his Sphere, only 
to paſs a rude and raſh cenſure upon the 4. 
dine Judgments, which He ought rather hum- 
bly and reverently to adore. 


NUMB. xxii. 28. 


AND THE LORD OPENED THE Mourh or 


THE ASS, AND SHE SAID (7c. 

THE Objector here remarks, according to 
his uſual pitch of Acuteneſs; what a number 
of Ideas muſt Balaam's Aſs have, to be able to 
reaſon with his (her) 2 when He (She) 
ſaw and knew an Angell. Now as to the 
number of eas which the Aſs muſt have; J 
believe, She had as many as Aſſes common- 


ly have: And He may pleaſe to count them | 


AY 


1] Chriſtianity as old, Cc. p. 254. 
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at his leiſure, for his own amuſement. The 
Text ſpeaks of the Lord's opening the Mouth 
of the Aſs, and articulate Sounds came forth : 
But not a Syllable 1s there concerning the 
Ideas which ſhe had, or concerning her 7ea- 
ſoning. She delivered Words, or Sounds, 
which in ſome Scnſe, may be ſaid to have 
carried Reaſon in them; but the Reaſon was 
not hers: And therefore this Gentleman has 
complimented the Als too far, in ſaying that 
ſhe reaſoned with her Maſter, He diſcovers a- 
gain ſome confuſion, or ſhortneſs of Thought, 
in ſaying, that ſhe knew an Angel; as if ſhe 
had been wiſe enough to know what an Az- 
gel means, and to underſtand Augelical Ap— 
pearances. The Text indeed ſeveral times 


; # ſays, that ſhe ſaw the Angel: But where docs 
it ſay, that ſhe he Him? So, in three par- 


ticulars our Author has falſified, wittingly or 
= unwittingly, and has miſrepreſcated the caſe, 
= as He commonly does. He will call This, 


A no doubt, trying Revelation by the Teſt of Rea- 
2 /o2®: For Reaſon is the Name He gives to 


all his Conceits. Which puts me in mind of 
a pleaſant ſaying of Mr. Locke's, in one of his 
Private Letters: «© To be rational is fo glo- 
*rious a Thing, that two-legg'd Creatures 
generally content themſelves with the Title. 

THe Objector next has a gird upon St. 
Peter for ſpeaking of the madneſs of the Pro- 


m See Second Addreſs 5c. p. 83. 
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Phet ® For in oppoſition to the Apoſtle, He 
is pleaſed to obſerve, that in the Story it ſelf 
there does not appear any thing like maaneſs : 

For that the Prophet did nothing but what the 
Lord enjoyzed Him. But what if an ſpired 
Apoſtle might ſee deeper into the Story, than 
an ordinary, Man, at this diſtance, can do: 

He ought. moſt certainly to be belicved in 
what He ſays; before his forward Cortector, 
whoſc Penetration is hot great even in com- 
mon Things. But the Story it ſelf, without 
the help of an Apoſtle, ſufficiently diſcovers 
the Prophet's maaneſs, He had once conſult- 
ed God, about Curſing the People of 1/racl, 
and had received a very full and peremptory 
Anſwer, . forbidding Him to go upon it, ſor 
this plain and landing Reaſon: THOU SHALT 
NOT . CURSE. THE PEOPLE, FOR THEY ARE 
BLESSED?. After ſo clear and flat a dcnial, 

it was rudeneſs, and madneſs, to come to 
God a ſecond time, upon the ſame errand. 

But the Compliments and Golden Promiſes 
brought. by the new Ambaſladors from King 
Balak, began to operate ſtrongly upon the 
Wavering Prophet, inſomuch that He forgot 
the Reverence due to divine Majeſty, and ſo 
preſumed again to conſult Him; which was 
rempting Him, and making too familiar with 
au ail-wite God, God ſaw the folly and the 


n 2 Pet. ii. 16. o Numb, xxii. 12, 13. 
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importunity of the Man, and gave Him leave 
to go with the Meſſengers; but in ſuch a 
manner, and with ſuch a Rebuke, as might 
have made a better Man ſenſible that He 
ſhould not have asked it, and that tho' He 
had thus obtained, or extorted leave to go, 
yet He might more wiſely have declined it. 
Go WITH THEM: BUT YET THE WORD 
WHICH I SHALL SAY UNTO THEE, THAT 
SHALT THOU Do. As much as to ſay, go 
He might, ſince He was ſo cagerly ſet upon 
it, but the Journey ſhould not anſwer: He 
ſhould not Curſe the People as K. Balak would 
direct, but God would have the direction of 
that Affair Himſelf. Now Balaam's going, after 
ſuch a Rebuke, and upon ſo fruitleſs an er- 
rand, is one conſiderable argument of his 
madneſs?. But a plainer and more ſenſible 
Symptom of it was (which St. Peter ſeems 
alſo to have had in his eye) that ever the 
dumb Aſss ſpeaking with Man's voice did not 
bring Him to Himſelf: For He began not 
to recollect till the Lord opened his eyes, and 
ſhowed Him the Angel flanding in the way, 
So thoughtleſs, and precipitate was the Man, 
ſo cager to oblige King Balak, and to receive 
his Reward, that He could ſcarce think of 
any thing clſe for the time being, till re- 
peated Prodigies had been ſent to recover 


p See Le Clerc Numb. xxii. 20. 
Him. 
hy 
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Him. I know, that ſome, both Fews d and 
Chriſtians", after Maimonides, have been of 
opinion that This was all tranſacted in a Vi. 
ion, or a Dream. But their Reaſons, tho 

ſpecious, appear not to have weight ſufficient 

to overthrow the more common and prevail- 
ing Conſtruction. Enough has been ſaid to 
demonſtrate the madneſs of the Prophet at 
his firſt ſerting out: And it is well known 
from the Story, how wretchedly He behayed 
ever after; how ridiculouſly He came off 
with K. Balak, and how cxecrable a part He 
afterwards acted; and how tragically the 
whole ended, both to Himſelf and others, 
after He had run all his lengths of madncſs. 

When Men are fooliſh, forward, and ſelt- 
| willed, and for their humour, or vanity, or 
corrupt views, will take their own ways, not- 
withſtanding the kindeſt hints offered to 
make them retreat, God then deſerts them, 
and abandons them to follow their own Ima- 
ginations, to their own undoing. The caſe 
was cxcmpliticd in the Prophet Balaam, who 
loved the wages of wnrighteouſneſs, and purſued 
his avarice, and his (ſelf- conccit, till they be- 
came his ruin. 

I May here add, that Balaam's Infamy, 
and curſed Poliey, in the advice He gave for 


q See Patrick in Loc. And Bochart. Hieroz. Part. 1. I. 2. 
g. 14, P. 193- 
x See Memoirs of Literature, for April 1710, p. 14. 
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debauching God's People, ſtand upon record, 
not only in the Old Teſtament , but in three 
diſtinct places alſo of the New*. For when 
there ſtarted up a Sect of Falſe-Teachers, pro- 
fligate Men, attempting to ſeduce the People 
from the purity of the Goſpel-Precepts, to all 
manner of Lewaneſs, Wantonneſs, and Diſſo- 
luteneſs, the good Chriſtians of that Time 
could not think of a more aaious Name to 
give them, than that of Balaamites, or Nico- 
laitanes; the firſt being the Hebrew Name, as 
the other is the Greek one u, and Both very 
probably ſignifying the ſame thing, namely, 
Leaders (that is, Miſleaders) of the People. 


DEUT. i. 34. 


AND THE LORD WAS WROTH, AND SWARE 
SAYING Cc. 

TAE Objector's irreverent Reflection here 
is: If we are to admit nothing that is repug- 
ant to the natural notion we have of God, ought 
we not to examine by our Reaſon, whether Ged 
who has no ſupericr to invoke, can ſwear at all, 
much leſs be in a paſſion, and ſwear in wrath w? 
Bur ſince this Gentleman pretends to examine 
every Thing by Reaſon, let Him firſt examine 


Numb. xxxi. 16. | 

t 2 Per. ij. 15, 16. Jude 11. Revel. ii. 14. 15. 

u TDY VA Dominus Populi. Na#auz®-, Victor Populi, 
See Vitring. Obſervat. Sacr, Tom. 2. p. 999. KC. 
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by his Reaſon, whether it be modeſt, reve- 
rent, or honeſt, to give this falſe and 1ndi- 
crous account of Scripture, as if it ſuppoſed 
God to have been in a paſſion. That God 
cannot be in 4 paſſion is certain: neither docs 
Scripture either aſſert, or ſuppoſe that He 
may. But when God condeſcends to talk 
with Men, He is pleaſed to make uſe of 
human words, and human phraſes, to be un- 
derſtood by Men; and (as I haye before ob- 
ſerved x, in alike caſe) to render his expreſ- 
fions more pathetick, lively and affecting. 
Nevertheleſs, whatſoever is thus ſpoken aH 
rmx ,, after the manner of Men, muſt be 
underſtood Seope ds, in a ſenſe ſuitable to 
the divine Majeſty, as made known to us 
in ſome meaſure by Reaſon, and much more 
by Revelation. 

As to God's confirming his Oracles, or 
his Decrees by an Oath, This alſo is done in 
great compaſſion and condeſcenſion to hu- 
man infirmities; and is an affecting inſtance 
both of the wiſdom and goodneis of God 
towards us: So far is it from being any juſt 
objection againſt Scripture. He has no /pe- 
rior to mwvoke : But ſince He can ſwear by no 
greater, He ſwears by Himſelf, as the Apo- 
ile aſſures us). Perhaps this matter may 
want ſome clearing; and therefore I ſhall in- 


x Scripture Vindicated, part. 1. p. 50. 
7 Heb: vi. 23. 


large 


DEUTEROMNOMY. 49 


large a little farther upon it. The Objedor 
ſeems to be of opinion that the invoking a 
ſuperior is eſſential to every kind of Oath. 
I believe, it is true that in all Oaths taken 
by Creatures, ſuch invoking, either tacit or 
expreſs, is a neceſſary Circumſtance, neceſlas 
ry to the very nature and definition of an 
Oath ſo taken. If it be equally neceſſary 
and eſſential to every Oath, as an Oath ; 
then it muſt be allowed, that God is but 
improperly, or figuratively ſaid to ſwear; as 
He is alſo improperly, or figuratively ſaid to 
hear, or ſee, or wax wroth, and the like. 
But I apprchend, that an Oath means a ſo— 
lemn Aſſeveration made as ſtrong and bind- 
ing as poſlible, in order to beget Faith and 
confidence in others, or to procure a firm 
Belief of what is ſo ſworn to. When Crea- 
tures (wear, nothing can make their Aſſeve- 
ration ſo ſtrong, and binding, as the 22. 
veking of God to be both witneſs and averger. 
This therefore is a neceſlary Circumitance al- 
ways ſuppoſed and implied in zheir Oaths : 
becauſe every thing is ſuppoſed and implied 
that can moſt confirm and {firengthen the At- 
ſeveration. In like manner, when God Him- 
ſelf ſwears, or is ſaid to ſwear, we are to 
ſuppoſe, that He inforces and ſtrengthens his 
Aſſeveration as much as is poſſible, or as much 
as is proper to beget the higheſt truſt and con- 
fidence in his Revelations: Not by izvoking a 

(3 ſenerior 
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ſuperior (for in this caſe, and in This only, 
it is impracticable and abſurd) but by con- 
deſcending to make nie of human Forms of 
ſ wearing, with proper alterations, ſuch as 
the caſe requires. God therefore ſwears by 
Him ſelf', or by his great Name a, or by his 
Life b, or by his Right Hande, or by the Arm 
of his Strengih d, or by his Holmeſ;*, or his 
Truth*, or his Excellency 8, or any other of 
his Antributes or perfections. The meaning 
and import of all which expreſſions amount 
very nearly to the fame: Namcly, that God 
thereby declarcs the Thing to be as certain 
as his own Being and Attributes are, and as 
firmly to be depended upon. This manner 
of ſpcaking being more awful and ſolemn 'Þ 
than a naked declaration, is ſo much the ap- 
tet to make deep impreſſions upon the Hear- 
ers, and to beget the firongeſt confidence. 
But beſides that, there is a further uſe in it, 
in ſome caſes, for the diſtinguiſhing abſolute 
and irrevocable Decrees, from bare Promiſes 
or Threatnings ſuſpended upon certain con- 
ditions, tacit or expreſs. His general Pro- 
miſes are under condition of the obeazerce of 
the Perſons whom He gives them to; and 
his general Threatnings are under condition 
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of the imeniteney of the. Perſons threatened : 
But his /worz Decrees arc abſolute and irrevo- 
cable, ſuſpended on no conditions. 

SUCH is the end and ule of thoſe divine 
Aſſeverations, which the Scriprure frequently 
calls Oaths, and ſwearing: And | muſt own 
I ſce no reaſon why they ſhould not be e- 
ſteemed Oaths properly ſo called, having in [4 
them all that is ſtrictly neceſlary or eſſential 
to make up the general nature or definition 
of an Oath. Accordingly, I would define an 
Oath, in the general, to be A ſolemm Aſſeve- 
ration made as ſirong as is poſſivie to beget Faith 
in others; Which definition would take in 
both human and divine Oaths. An human 
0arch is one thing, and az Oath, at large, is 
another. Ir is weil known, the Pagans ſup- | 
poſed that their Gods. might ſwear, even 
their ſpreme God Fapiter", as well as the 
reſt: Which ſhows that the general 12a to 
which. Mankind have attixcd the name of 
ſwearins, means no more than what I have 
laid, and does not neccllarily imply the 22 
voking a ſuperior. Indeed the Pagans came 
but lamely off, in their Theology, while they 
made their greateſt Gods ſwear by Styx, (or, 
Styzian Lake) reckoning it the higheſt, and 
ſtrongeſt Oath, their Gods could have: Which 
was blundering wretchedly, and talking 
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they knew not what. But the Scriptural ac- 
count of the aivine Oaths is juſt and rational, 
clear of all offence; which might be an 
Argument to our Writer, if He would pleaſe 
ro conſider it, of the Truth and Divinity of 
our Scriptures, and that they were not con- 
trived by Man's device: For if they had, it 
is more than a hundred to one, but they 
would have blundered in this Article, as 
much as the Pagan Theology did. To con- 
clude this Head : If after all, any one ſhould 
diſlike the general definition here given of 
an Oath, yet let it be obſerved, that nothing 
material depends upon it; but it would be dit- 
puting only about . N 


Jos. ii. 4. 


AND THE WOMAN TOOK THE TWO MEN, 

AND HIP THEM, AND SAID THUS: THERE 
CAME MEN UNTO ME, BUT I WIST Nor 
WHENCE THEY WERE, 
IRE cenſure upon this Paſſage, is as fol- 
lows i: hen Men find the Harlot Rahab cele- 
brated, even in the New Teſtament, for lying to 
the Government, and betraying her Country to its 
moſt eruel Enemies, are They not in danger, if 
They find their advantage in it, and tis for the 
ſervice of Thoſe they judge to le true Iſraelites, 
to do the ſame? Here arc two charges againſt 
i Chriſtianity as dd Ge. p. 263. 1 
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Sacred Writ ; Sanders Both, as uſual: Firſt, 
that it applauds Rahab for lying to the Govern- 
ment; 2aly that it commends her IKCWitc 
for betraying her Country. 

1. As to the firſt, How will this Gentle— 
man be ever able to prove that She is ce/e- 
brated in the New Teſtament for lying. He rc- 
fers to Hebr. xi. 31, and James 1.3 
which places, I find that Rahab is celebrated 
for her Faith, and for her Works; but not a 
word is there in commendation of her /y:zg. 
The utmoſt that the O jector ought to have ſaid, 
if He had any regard to Truth, or Reaſon, is, 
that a Woman who had told an officious lie, 
which was wrong, is celebrated notwith- 
ſtanding for her other Qualities, which were 
right and good. I wiſh, this Gentleman 
While He ſo freely charges others with hive 
would Himſelf take care to tell nothing but 
the Truth, But what if Scripture commends 
Rahab for Things truly commendable ; does 
it therefore follow that Scripture approves 
every word She ſpake, or every Circum- 
of doing what She did? 

SOME indeed have thought, that the tel- 
ling an antruth in that cate, was juſtifyable, 
for the ſaving of the Lives of two innocent 
Perſons. Our Objector of all Men ſhould 
not have been thus ſevere upon the Harlot 
Rahab, becauſe his own Doctrine in p. 347. 

Will 
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will fully clear Her of all blame, nay and, 
make it her daty to do as ſhe did. 

HIS words are ſo expreſs, and ſo particu- 
larly adapted to the very calc, that one would 
think Ne had had an eye to it; repenting now 
of the injury He had done to Rahab in page 
263, and deſigning to make her ſome- amends 
for it. Muſt He not, ſays this Gentleman, 
be an ill Man indeed, who would not ſave an 
innocent Perſon, by telling his purſuer a Faiſhood ? 
This is a Duty He owes both to the purſuer and 
purſued, Well: Put but Woman in for Man, 
and ſee how aptly the Apology will ſerve 
for Rahab, © Mult She not be an ill Woman 
indeed, who would not ſave two innocent 
5 Perſons, by telling their purſuer a Falſhood ? 
F This is a Duty She owed both to the pur- 
« ſucr and purſued. It therefore, as appears 
by this account, it was her duzy to tell a fal- 
hood. Lying perhaps would be too harſh a name 
tor it, as including commonly ſome moral 
obliquity in the very Idea affixed to it. 
However that be, yet certain it is that 
Rahab mutt ſtand acquitted, yea and com- 
- mended too, by this Gentleman's. Caluiſtry, 
for ſaving wo innocent Perſons by a Falſhood. 
That the Hes were very innocent Men, is a 
Plain caſe. They had their Governour Jo- 
ſbuas orders for what They did: And They 
knew that He had been ſet over them by 
> k Chriſtianity as old & c. p. 247. 
appoint- 
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appointment of God. Therefore Rahab, fo 
far, did right in ſaving two ocent Perſons 
by an untruth, if there was no other circum- 
ſtance that could make it criminal. 

2. Ir is indeed pretended, that She there- 
in betrazed her Country, that is, the Men of 
that Country, the then preſent Inhalitants: 
And if it be Fact that She did them an in- 
jury, or that She acted without ſufficient 
Authority, then let Her ſtand condemn- 
ed of traiterous practiſes. But I mult do 
Her the juſtice to obſerve, that She was 
deeply ſenſible that the high Lord of Heaven 
and Earth had given that Landi to Iſracl, and 
She acted under a full pcriwaſion of it; which 
Faith of hers is the Faith ſo commended in 
the XIth to the Hebrews, Therefore, not 
doubting but that the God of the Univerie 
had an uncontrollable Right to ſet up, or to 
pull down, and to diſpoſe of all Kingdoms 
and Countries according to his good plcaſure, 
She judged it reaſonable to obey Cod rather 
than Miaan; and thereupon She endeavoured, 
as much as in her lay, to deliver up the Land 
to the true owners, to Thoſe whom God, by 
his donation, had made the fu Proprie- 
tors. She had been treacherous both to God 
and Them, if She had not done it, when 
She kzew, as She there expreſly ſays, that the 
Lord had * Them the Land. 
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THE Objedtor however ſays, that 17 is not 
pretended that the Harlot had any ſpecial Com- 
mand for ſo doing m. But the Harlot had what 
was equivalent to a ſpecial Command: She 
had ſufficient intimations of what God in- 
tended for his People 1/raet, and She expreſ- 
ſed her Faith in Him by ſaying, THE Lon 
YOUR Gob, HE 1s GoD IN HEAVEN ABOvE, 
AND IN EARTH BENEATH", A glorious 
Confeſſion; which ſhows what Principles 
She ated upon, and that She had not only 
a full perſwaſion, but a well; grounded one 
too, that She was then performing the Will 
of God. 

THE ſum then of the whole mattet 
is this: Two Charges this Gentleman has 
drawn up againſt Rahab As to the firit 
of them, viz Lying, He has Himſelf acquitted 
Her of all blame, by the Lau of Nature, and 
therefore ſhould not have made it an Article 
againſt Scripture, if Scripture had approved 
it, which yet does not appcar. And as 
to the ſecond, wiz. the betraying her Coun- 
try, it is fo far from being true, that She 
had been faithleſs towards God, and injuri- 
ous towards Man, if She had not done all 
that She fairly could, to deliver up the Land 
to God's People 1/rael. As to others draw- 
ing her practice into Precedent, the Anſwer 
may be very ſhort, and full: When any onc 

m Chriſtianity as eld Cc. p. 263. n Joſh, ii. 11. 
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has as good Reaſons, or as clear a Com- 
miſſion as She had, for delivering up any 
Land, let them do as She did: But if they 
have no ſuch reaſons, and no ſuch Com- 
miſſion, then Her practice is to them no Pre- 
cedent at all. Men may miſapply either a 
Text of Scripture, or any Principle of Rea- 
ſon, to wrong purpoſes: And if That be an 
Argument againſt the uſe of Scripture, it is 
of equal force againſt the uſe of every thing 
elſe whatſocver. | 


Josn. <4 


SUN STAND THOU STILL UPON GIBEON (Fc. 
THe Objector, referring to this memora- 
ble part of Hiſtory, is pleaſed to ask, was 
not the Sun's ſtanding ſtill for a whole day to- 
ren at the command of Joſhua, that He mi aht 
ave light enough to deſtroy his Enemies, a ſuffi- 
tient proof that They (the Canaanites) ought to 
have offered up their Throats? He had asked a 
a little before?, another Queſtion : F the 
Iſraelites had 4 divine Commiſſion to extirpate 
the Canaanites, onght not the Canaanites 70 
have known it, to prevent their reſiſting Men 
acting by a divine Commiſſion ? I am ſorry that 
I muſt ſo often have occaſion to obterve of 
this Gentleman, that while He pretends to 
be trying Scripture by Reaſon, He dilcovers 
o Chriſtianity as old, Cc. p. 275. p Ibid, p. 274 
H little 
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little elſe but dull Malice: As if there were 
no difference between a Klanderer of God's 
word, and a fair Examiner; between a falſe 
Accuſer, and an upright Judge. A taunting 
kind of a way He is got into, without re— 
gard either to T7uth, or Decency. Here are no 
leſs than three opprobrious Reflexions upon 
Scripture, or rather upon divine Wiſdom, with- 
out any foundation. One, that the Canaan- 
ites had not due notice given them that Vrael 
ated upon divine Warrant, A Second, that 
the Sun ſtood ſtill, only to give Light enough 
to deſiroy. A Third, that the Canaanites were 
to offer up their Throats, had they known how 
the caſe ſtood. All this is malevolent per- 
verting Scripture, and abuſing the Readers. 
To come to particulars. | 
1. As to the Canaanites wanting due notice; 
what kind of notice would this Gentleman re- 
quire ? It was God's deſign in raiſing up his Peo- 
ple 1/racl, to make Himſelf thereby known to 
all the ends of the Earth. The Wonders 
He wrought in F2ypt were no ſecret to other 
Nations: And his bringing up his People 1n 
a Body from thence, was a publick Thing, 
done in the Face of the World a. Rahab the 
Harlot ſoon underſtood, by what ſhe had 
ſeen and heard, who the God of 1/raet was: 
And the Gibcomites, who themſelves were Ca- 
uzanites, having conſidered what had been 
donc to Shen King of the Amorites, and Org 
& Numb. xiv. 15, 23, the 
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the King of Baſban, and what to Fericho, and 


to Ai, had the Senſe to know that God had 
given that Land * to Iſrael ; and accordingly 
took care in time to compound for their 
* own ſafety : Which any other Canaanites allo 
might have done, by ſubmitting and becom- 


ing Tributariesf, What further notice would 


this Gentleman have required in the caſe ? 


Would He have had a Herald ſent on pur- 
= pole to proclaim in every Village of C. 
aan, that the God of Iſrael had commiſ- 


fioned his People to cxtirpate them; if they 
did not immediately ſubmit and come in? 
Much would the Canaanites have regarded the 
Cod of Iſrael, had ſuch a Thing been done! 
They had other Gods of their own whom 
They truſted to, and whom They madly pre- 
» ferred. They would but have flouted the 
mention of the God of Iſrael, and have blaſ- 
| phemcd the high Name, as Pharaoh had done 
before, and Rabſhakeh did after, and as If. 
dels do at this day. Nothing could convince 
ſuch Men but conquering them in a mra- 
culous way, if That could do it. They had 
had warnings ſufficient, but would take no 
| warnings, being headſtrong, hardened, and 
| Incorrigible, God executed his Fudgments up- 
en them by little and little (as the Book of 
| Wiſdom obſerves) giving them place of Repen- 
| farce, not being ignorant x 3s they were a naugh- 
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ty Generation, and that their malice was bred is 
them, and that their cogitation would never be 
changedt. So little reaſon is there for pre- 
tending that they had not due notice. 

2. As to the Sun's ſtanding ſtill, only to 
give Light enough for Joſbua to deſtroy his 
Enemics; it is a poor ſuggeſtion proceeding 
from a narrow mind. God had higher and 
larger views in all the Miracles He wrought ; 
namely, to declare his glory among the Heathen, 
and his wonders among all People, to ſpread the 
knowledge of the true God among all Lands, 
and to diffuſe a ſenſe of Religion over the 
wide World. Where has our Author taken 
up his low and unworthy Thoughts of the 
God of Iſrael? Or how has He ſpent his 
Time in reading Scripture, to make no bet- 
ter improvement ? 

3. As to the Canaanites being obliged to 
offer up their Threats, That again is a crude, 
ignorant Thought. They were obliged to 
become T7ibut2ries, if They preſently ſubmit- 
red, and that was all: They were not utter- 
ly excluded the benefits of Strangers, and 
Proſelytes, if they would timely accept of it“. 
It is childiſh to talk of their coming to offer 


t Wiſdom. xii. 10. u See Jenkins Vol. I. p. 57. 
w See Gretius de jur. Bell. L. II. c. 13. $. 4. Fenkins Vol. 
I. p. 71, 72. Cleric. in Joſh, IX. 7, 18. XI. 19. Indeed Le 
Clerc was once of a different opinion, for ſome reaſons that 
looked plauſible; but upon maturer conſideration, changed his 

mind, See alſo Bp. Patrick on Deut. xx. 16 
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up their Throats. Who would ever expect it 
of Criminals, that they ſhould not endeavour 
cither by Submiſſion, or Reſiſtance, or Eſcape, 
to ſave their Lives? Sure our Author muſt 
think, thoſe Canaanites were very conſcientions 
Men, who it they had but known of the 
divine Commiſſion ſent out to deſtroy them, 
would have come and have dicd with all the 
meekneſs, courage, and conſtancy of Martyrs, 
A likely matter! And yet That is the Suppoſi- 
tion He ſeems to goc upon, in pleading that 
they ought to have had more notice of the 4. 
dine Commiſſion, to prevent their Reſiſtauce, or 
to prevent their claiming a Right to ſave their 
Lives it they could. But ſince it is morally 
ablurd to ſuppoſe that any Crimmals, (much 
leſs ſuch as they were) would have been fo 
conſcientious, or tame, He might much bet- 
ter have argued, that it would have been 
kind to have kept them intirely in the dark, 
that ſo they might the more innocentij defend 
their Lives; which moſt of them certainly 
would do, right or wrong, when they could. 
Bur wc are not yet come to the moſt 
Sarcaſtical part, the moſt malicious Taunt 
upon the God of Iſrael, for the fake of which 
the reſt was brought in. He obſerves, that 
the Sun's ſtanding ſtill aid not happen till they 
were defeated in Gibeon. and con/equently till 
then, it could be no direction to Them, And 
What if it was not? They had intimation, 
Or 
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or airection enough beſides, and more than 
God owed them. But He goes on: And e- 
ven after That, the Lord hardened their Hearts, 
that They ſhould come agamſt Iſrael in Battel x. 
Now all is out, that He had been labouring 
ſo long with: And ſo we'll cnquire a little 
into the caſe of God's hardening their Hearts. 
When God is ſaid to harder Mens Hearts, it 
is not to be imagined, that He ſecretly in- 
fluences their Wills, or ſuggeſts any ſtubborn 
Reſolutions to their Minds: Bat knowing 
how obſtinately they arc bent upon wicked- 
neſs, He judicially gives them up to their 
own madneſs, and lets them run headlong 
on to their certain undoing. If we may ven- 
ture to declare more particularly, in what 
tenſe God might be ſaid to have hardened 
their Hearts, it was, very probably, by forbear- 
ing to ſtrike Terror into them; by giving 
them Reſpite, and not purſuing them con- 
ftantly and without Remithon. For, after 
Foſbua's ſecond Campaign, A. M. 2554, the 
Wars of Canaan were at a ſtand for three or 
four Years. That remiſſion, or delay on the 
fide of 1/rael, encouraged the Canaanites to 
come up againſt 1/raetl, A.M. 2558. with a 
molt prodigious Army, to their own deſtru- 
ion. And it is of what was done at that 
very time, that Scripture ſays, It was of the 


x Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 275. 
y See Mr, Bedford's Scripture Chronology, p. 493. 4 
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Lord to harden their Hearts, that They ſhould 
come up againſt Iſrael in Battel, that He (Iſrael) 
might deſtroy them utterly &c. Thus alſo God 
hardened the Heart of Pharaoh, by giving 
Him Reſpites, time after time, from the 
Plagues He had been viſited with. Such Re- 
ſpites to honeſt, and good Men would have 
been ſalutary; but to the obſtinate and per- 
verſe who abuſe the mercies of God, They 
turn to their ſurer, and ſorer deſtruction. 
There is nothing in this Conduct, with re- 
ſpect to ill Men, which can reaſonably be 
thought unworthy of the divine Majeſty, or 
unbecoming his Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Good- 
neſs, however the Adverſary may pleaſe to 
flout it, expoſing Himſelf in doing it. It 
muſt indeed be owned, there is ſome difti- 
culty in the Thing; and a ſober ſenſible Man 
might modeſtly ask for ſome Account of it. 
But for any one hereupon to fall to ſcoffing 
and drolling, in one of the graveſt Subjects, 


and upon the moſt ſerious Book in the World, 
and in a caſe that concerns the moſt tre- 


mendous Being, betrays ſuch a profane levity 


of Spirit, as there is no excuſe for. God has 
ſometimes remarkably puniſhed Affronts of- 
fered even to falſe Religions, and Idol. Deities, 
becauſe Religion in general is wounded by 
them: So provoking and dangerous a thing 


is it, to run riot and play the Buffoon in 
z Sce Pridenux's Connexion. Part. 1. p. 136. Fol. Edit. 
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theſe ſerious and weighty concernments. 
Gop's Government of moral Agents in a 


way ſuitable to his Wiſdom, and their Liberty, 


is a high and adorable Subject, which ought 
never to be thought of but with Reverence, 
nor ſpoke of but with awful Reſpect. There 
are few things we are leſs capable of ſecing 
clearly into, ſo as to ſettle any thing 4 priori, 
about them. Hardly do we gueſs aright at 
Things that are upon the Earth, and with La 
bour do we find the Things that are before us: 
But the Things that are in Heaven, who hath 
ſearched out*? Yet ſome Perſons are perpe- 
tually telling -us, what God muſt do; as if 
They were of his Counſels, knew the ſecrets 
of Heaven, or could fd out the Almighty to 
Perfection. Not that They know any thing 
more than others, (ſeldom ſo much; for 
ſuperior Coxfidence is no ſign at all of ſuperior 
Underſtanding. But They have a Turn to lerve 
in all this parade: They have ſome Corclu: 
ſions to draw, where They can come at no 
Premiſes; and lo it is to cover a Petitio prin- 
cipiz, that they make ſo familiar with the 
tremendous Deity. If They were to lay, 
They think ſo and ſo, and therefore it is ſo; 
it would be plainly abuſing the Reader, 
and bctraying their own Poverty. Or it They 
were to ſay, that They think, divine Wiſdom 
might have ordered thus and thus (Which in 
a Wiſdom ix. 16. 
reality 
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Tallty is all that their Arguments amount 
F to) then it would be ſeen plainly, that their 
reaſoning reſts only upon a fond per/aſzon 
of their vw, void of proof, which again is 
doing nothing. But to turn about, and put 
on a bold Face, confidently bearing us down 
that God muſt have appointed ſo and ſo, 
and could not do otherwiſe, unleſs defective 
in natural, or moral Capacity; this (tho' it is 
> only the ſame Petitio principii, put into a profane 
> dreſs, and as much begging the Thing in 
queſtion, as before) yet ſerves ſometimes to 
amuſe, or even to confound a weak and un- 
attentive Reader. This therefore is the Turn 
which modern ænbelie vers, wanting Principles 
to go upon, have commonly taken. The 
Writer I am now concerned with, is ſo 
pleaſed with it, and ſo full of it, that the 
argumentative part of his Book (if any may 
be called ſo) reſts in a manner entirely uponat, 
He can tell us roundly, upon very trifling pre- 
tences, that God ought to have given his Re- 
velation ſooner than in fact He has, or not 
at all: That He ought to have ſpread it “. 
der than He has done, or nevct to have pub- 
liſhed it: And that He ought to have made 
it perfect, abſolutely perfect, at once, or to 
have kept it to Himſelf. Theſe Things Be 
lays down dogmatically, without knowing 
bt ever conſidering, whether the pretended 
ineenyeniencics He complains of, could bave 
1 des 
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been prevented without admitting greater; 
or whether, upon the whole, they have not 
been more than counter-ballanced by much 
greater good; that ſo nothing has been done 
but what, to one that knows all Circum— 
ſtances, was cvidently the beſt and fitteſt to 
be done. However from theſe and the like 
Principles, or Poſſlulata (as void of realon, as 
of decency and modeſty) and for which He 
has not one Syllable of proof, He draws de— 
ductions, and forms conclulons, all built 
upon the Sand: And lo inſicad of Logic, or 
Syllogiim, or cloic Argument (which He ap- 
pcars to be a ſtranger to) He goes on ro- 
mancing all the wey, and tells us his Dreams. 
For the {um of all is no more than This: 
That if God be no wiſer than He is, then 
Things muſt have heen ſo and ſo: But if infi- 
nite Witdom ſees farther than He does, then 
He has his Tremiſes to ſeck, and muſt begin 
again. Were it a province at all fit for 
mortal Man, to aſſume and dogmatize in the 
deep Things of God, no doubt but the wi- 
ſeſt and ableſt Men ſhould be ſingled out for 
ſuch high and arduous employment. But 
tach Men know their duty, and their diſtance; 
and have the diſcretion and modeſty to for- 
bear: For, the more real and ſolid Knowledge 
Men have of God and of Themſelves, the 
more humble always and rchgning. 
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I SHALL juſt take notice farther, before 
end the preſent digreſſion, that ] hat fo 
familiar and irreverent way of dictating to 
God, and tying Him down to the fond ima- 
ginations of weak Man, has been one of the 
tale Refuges of every baffled Cauſe, when 
better Arguments have been wanting. The 
Papiſis have often made uſe of it, to ſupport 
their doctrine of the neceſſity of an iafallible 
Fudze For They argue, that a e and good 
God muſt have appointed one. The Fews 
alſo, when at a loſs for other Premiſes to go 
upon, are uſed to plead that a wiſe and good 
God ought to have made it paiuer in the Old 
Teſtament than in fact He has, that 7% 
of Nazareth was to be the Afeſſiah. The 
Hecinians are great dealers in the ſame exor- 
bitant way, boaſting of nothing leſs than az- 
dine Wildom, but generally putting off their 


ou Conjectures for it. I obſerve alto, that 


a modern Writer, who has lately publiſhed 
A diſcourſe concerning Reaſon, is much addict- 
ed to the ſame practiſe, and too often, as well 
as too irreverently, uſhers in his Fancies un- 
der the awful cover and ſanction of divine 
Wiſdom, meaſuring it by his . Strange, 
that Thoſe who upon every occaſion almoſt, 
betray a ſhortneſs of Thought, inſomuch 
that a Man of ordinary ſagacity, coming af- 
ter Them, can eaſily diſcover where their at- 


tention failed, and where they flipped ſome 
| I 2 part 
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part of the Account, ſhould yet preſume to 
be poſitive in the high Things of God; where, 
if they happen but to come ſhort in any one 
material Article which God ſees more than 
They, or but to take it in any different Light 
from what it appears in to the azvme Mind, 
all that they pretend to, reſolves only into 
airy Speculation, and vain amuſement: But 
for the Pre ſumption they are guilty of, they 

muſt anſwer. | 
THERE is indeed a ſober and a juſt way 
of arguing from 4zvize Wiſdom or Goodneſs, 
in ſome very plain-and fhort caſes, where 
we have Light cnough to go by, and where 
we have a competent view of the whole Que- 
ſion, or when we argue on the fide of cer- 
rain Fact. But the extravagant Lengths which 
ſome have run, in that Channel of Argu— 
ment, and in caſes too intricate and obſcure 
for natural Reaſon to ſee halt-way into, have 
done great miſchief to Religion, and to Science 
td, and are as much Faults in reaſoning, as 
they are Offences againſt modeſty and true pi- 
ety. All pretended Arguments againſt plain 
Scripture- Facts, or plain Scripture-Declara- 
tions, are empty Fallacies, good for nothing, 
The ſitting down to conſider what God ought 
to. do, or muſt do, without firſt enquiring 
what He has done, is prepoſterous and abſurd : 
It is entering upon what is dark and obſcure 
firſt, in order to come at what is clear; it is 
begin 
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beginning at the wrong end, and regulating 
divine Wiſdom by ours, inſtead of regulating 
ours by his. In ſhort, it is paying a proud 
Compliment to our ſelves in the firſt place, 
inſtead of humbly offering up the firſt Ho- 
nours to God. I muſt again beg my Reader's 
pardon for thus digreſſing a little from the 
Text, tho' not from my purpoſe; and now 
] return. 1 


Jos n. xvi. 10. 
ANp THEY DRAVE NOT OUT THE Ca- 


NAANITES THAT DWELT IN GEZER Cc. 
ITE Reflexion here is, b that 7% it is 


aid that IHE LIVING GoD 1s AMONG YOU, 
AND THAT HE WILL NOT FAIL TO DRIVE 


OUT FROM BEFORE YOU THE CANAANITES 
&c.*< yet Iſrael could not drive them out of ſe- 
veral places: And in one inſtance it is ſaid: 
The LORD was WITH JUDAH, AND HE 
DRAVE OUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE 
MOUNTAINS, BUT COULD NOT DRIYE OUT 
THE INHABITANTS OF THE VALLEY, BE- 
CAUSE THEY HAD CHARIOTS OF IRON 4. 
What the Objector would infinuate from all, 
is, that the Mraelites, tho God was with 
Them to aſſiſt Them, were not able, even 
by ſuch Aſſiſtance, to drive out the Cam 


b Chriſtianity as old &. p. 275. c Joſh. iii, 10. 
J Judg. i, 19. | 2 
| Hes, 
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ites. But the Truth is, that the 7/raelites 
were able, and might, with God's Aſſiſtance, 
have totally routed and deſtroyed the Canaan- 
ztes; only, They were {lothful, or faint- 
hearred, or had corrupt views of their own, 
and fo did not exert to the utmoſt for the 
deſtroying the Canaanites, as God had com: 
manded e. Inftead of that, They fooliſhly, 
and wickedly a, Leagues with ſome of the 
Inhabitauts of Canaan, upon which God was 
angry with them, and thereupon determined, 
for a puniſhment of ſuch default, to leave 
ſome Canaanites amongſt them, which ſhould 
be as Thorns in their Sidesf, and a Snare un- 
to them. There was a time when they 
might have driven them all out, all that 
| ſhould reſiſt; and they ought to have done 
ir: But as They ſlipped the opportunity, 
thro' floth, or avarice, or a diſtruſt of God's 
Power, or other bad Principle, They after— 
wards could not. God would not afhit 
Them in their late endeavours, becaute They 
had refuſed to accept of his Afliſtance at the 
proper Scaſon, when They might have done 
any thing. Such may be the account of that 
whole matter, if our rendering of Fuag. i. 19. 
be right. They could nat drive out &c. either 
becauſe they attempted it too late, or be- 
cauſe they yet wanted Faith in God. 


e Joch. xii, 6. zwi. 18. 
Joſh. xxiii. 13. Judg. ii. r, 2, 3. 
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Bur after all, I do not think that we 
have any occaſion for this Solution in rela- 
tion fo Judg. i. 19. becauſe the pretended 
difficulty is no difficulty, if the Hebrew words 
may admit of another, and a better ren- 
dering. The force of the Objection lies on- 


ly in the words, could not; which are not in 


the Hebrew at all, but arc ſupplicd by the 
Tranſlators, to fill up, as they ſuppoſed, an 
elliptical Form of Speech. The Hebrew, li— 
terally rendered, is no more than this: HE 
(Judah) DRAVE our (Thoſe of) THE MouN- 
TAIN, BUT NOT DRIVE OUT, There 
is an cllipſis of ſome Verb or other that 
ſnhould fill up the Sentence, as is very frequent 
before the Infinitide with Lamed s. It might 
be ſaid. durſt not, won'd net, did not, or the 
like, as well as could not, if the Tranſlators 
had ſo pleated. They ſuppoſed the Verb 
5 to be underſtood, rendering it as if it 
had been 53 xy He could not, like as in 
Foſh. xvii 12. But we may as reatonably 
fill up the blank with another Verb, name- 
ly Pa Verb which goes along with the 
lame Infinitive, (as we ſuppoſe here) in Juag. 
ii. 21, So then the Senſe and the render- 
ing will be, Ee (Judah) proceeded not to drive 
out &c. h. which anſwers all difficulties, and 


& Scę Noldius's Concord. p. 473. 
h Junius and Tremellins render, nen perrexit expellere, mull 
35 they render judg. ii. 21. nou fergam ext eliere. : 
MAKES 
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makes the Senſe compleat. It was Fwaah's 
fault, that He was terrified with the 7s 


Chariots, and durſt not proceed to attack the 
Inhabitants of the Valley. : | 

PERHAPS the Objector will hereupon ex- 
claim, as he has lately done i, and ſay, how 
frequently do Divines, to ſerve a preſent putpoſe, 
find fault with the Engliſh word of God. It may 
be ſo, and to very good purpoſe For, Divine, 
have a right to do it, becauſe they krow what 
they do. But what pretence have Thole who 
are no Dives, to pals any cenſure at all in 
matters which they do not underſtand ? But 
1 procced. 


© 


JuDps. iii. 20; 21. 


Axp Enup sap, I HAVE A MESSAGE 
FROM GOD UnTo THEE: AND HE ARGSE 
OUT OF HIS SEAT. AND EHUD PUT FORTH 
HIS LEFT HAND, AND TOOK THE DAGGER 
FROM HIS RIGHT THIGH, AND THRUST Ir 
INTO HIS BELLY. 

The Objector hereupon is pleaſed to ſay k: 
How many Precedents, bejides that of Ehud (who, 
en a meſſage from the Lord, ſtabbed the King, 
zo whom his People ſent him with a Preſent) ala 
the Popiſh Prieſts plead from the Old Teſtament, 
fer the Aſſaſſmation of the to Henrics of France! 


i Second Addre's &c. p. 38. 
K Chriſtianity as od Cc. p. 264. PR | 
Wr: 
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g WELL: be it fo. What is the Inference? 
An honeſt and ſenſible Man would tay, that 
from thence may be inferred, what wicked 
and perverſe Reaſoners ſome Popiſh Prieſts 
have been, or may be: But our Objector's 
Inference, which He every where carefully in- 
culcates, is, Therefore away with the Bible, 
and all external Revelation, and truſt ſolely 
to the Light of Nature, to your natural parts 
and improvements. A Man that can argue 
thus weakly, and thus wickedly, may be a 
fit Companion for ſuch Popiſh Prieſts, but 
can never be a fit Perſon to reprove Them. 
How is Scripture at all to blame for Mens 
perverting it ro an ill uſe (as they may any 
* thing) thro' their own depravity ? 
Fus Popiſh A ſaſſins wanted the very ptin- 
* cipal Thing which Ehud had, namely, a di- 
dune Commiſſion. The Text expreſsly ſays, 
* Treg LorD RAISED UP EauD!: And it is 
well known that all the Deliverances which 
the Jews had under the Fuages, were dirctt- 
ed and conducted by the immediate Hand of 
Cod, according as the Pcople, by their Re— 
pentance, became fit to receive them. But 
did the Lord raiſe up the Popiſh Aſſaſſins? 
or was there any ſpecial Direction ſent them 
from Heaven? A nine Warrant, in ſuch a 
| Caſe, is a clear Foundation to go upon; and 
That Ehud had. But is it therefore any Pre- 


| Judg. iii. 15 
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cedent for others to act upon who have no 
divine Warrant at all, but quite the contra- 
ry? What is Reaſon and Unaerſtanding given 
us for, but to diſtinguiſh upon Caies and 
Circumſtances? If the Objector is afraid of 
Mens making an ill uſe of pretended Prece- 
dents (which arc no Precedents) let Him ad- 
viſe his Readers to be honeſt, and to reaſon 
fairly and juſtly, without Byaſs or corrupt Af- 
fection. That is the true courle to be taken 
in ſuch caſes; Not to plead for throwing 
Scripture aſide (which is wrong judging, and 
falſe reaſoning) but to interpret it with Care 
and Conſcience ; and then all will be right. 
This Gentleman boaſts much of Reaſon; and 
an excellent Thing He will find it to be, 
whencver He becomes acquainted with it: 
Let Him cither talk leſs of it, or uſe it more. 
For as often as He runs againſt Scripture, He 
runs as much againſt Reaſon ; and renounces 
his Logic, and his Faith at the ſame time. 
Scripture and Neaſo are inſeparable Friends, 
which ſtand and fall together. wherever Both 
are once known. RKeaſon takes in Scripture, 
and rejoyces in it, as the Eye does in Light: 
A Man that follows the juſt concluſions of 
Reaſon, never can be an Ifta. 
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- JUDG ix. 21. 


THEN JAEL, HEBER's WIr E, TOOK A NAIL 
OF THE TENT CSC. | 

Tar Story of Fael's ſlay ing Sſera, is a 
well-known Story, and could not eſcape our 
Author's cenſure ; who ſays, ® that She had 
no ſpecial Command for an Ad of the higheſt 
Treachery : For which, becauſe it ſerved the in- 
rereſt of Iſrael, She is declared by the Propheteſs 
Deborah, to be BLESSED ABOVE WOMEN a, 

YET, it ſeems that Merox was then cuarſed o, 
and by the Angel of the Lord too, for not be- 
ing zcalous, as Jael the wife of Heber was, 


| in the Lord's Cauſe : Which ] collect from 


the oppolition there appears to be between 
the Curſe in verſe the 23%, and the Bleſſing 
in verſe the 24h. So the Author may make 


his Charge, if He pleaſes, not only againſt 
Dalorah and Fael, but againſt the Angel alſo, 


However, I make no queſtion but a fair 
Account may be given of the whole Thing: 
Or if, for want of light into all Circumſtan- 


ces, we may happen to come ſhort, yet 


the Preſumption certainly will lie on the ſide 
ot Deborah, and the Angel of the Lora, againſt 
any Man's judgement whatſoever, and is a- 
lone ſufficient to decide the doubt. 


m Chriſtianity as old &. p. 263. 


In jugg. v. 24 - 0 Judg. v. 23. 
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1. I OBSERVE firſt, that it was Prophe- 
ſied beforehand, in relation to this Fact of 
Facl's, that the Lord ſhould SELL SIisERA 
INTO THE HAND oF a WOMAN. And This 
was intended for a Rebuke and a Puniſhment 
to Barak for his backwardneſs, that He re- 
fuſed to go to War unleſs Deborah would 
go with Him: For She ſaid to Him, P Tag 
JoURNEY THAT THOU TAKEST ( or rather, 
THE WAY THOU TAKEST 3 This Behaviour of 
Thine a, Viz. in refuſing to go without me) 
SHALL NOT BE FOR THINE HoN OUR: Fon 
THE LORD SHALL SELL SISERA INTO THE 
HAND oF A WOMAN. Which was to inti- 
mate, that ſince Barak ſo much inſiſted upon 
a Woman's attending Him to the Battel, a 
Woman ſhould divide the Honour of the day 
with Him: And ſo it proved. 

2. WE arc next to conſider, that what 
is donc in very uncommon Caſes, and upon 
occaſions very extraordinary, is not to be 
judged of by common Rules. The lfraclires 
had bcen under Servitude now 20 Years, du- 
ring which time the Oppreſſors imagined 
that their Conqueſts over 1/rael were ſo 
many Conqueſts over the God of Iſrael, as 
was natural enough to think. But now the 
time was come for God to manifeſt Himſelf 
in a ſignal manner, and to make the World 


p Jucg. iv. 9. 
q Ratio qua te geris. Cleric. in Loc. And ſee Patrick. 
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know that his Power was paramount to cve- 
ry thing, and that He was above all Gods. 
The Battel to be that day fought was the 
Lord's Battel, and the Cauſe to be maintain- 
ed, was the Lord's Cauſe. Any coldneſs (where 
help might be expected) was interpreted a 
kind of deſerting the true God; as in the 
caſe of Meroz, who came not to the help of the 
Lord, Neutrality, or faintneſs in as many as 
owned the God of Vrael, at ſuch a time, 
was Criminal. It is a poor Thought to ima- 
gine, that the Favours done to the People of 
Iſrael, were for the ſake only of that Peo- 
plc. They were raiſed up, and placed in the 
view of the whole World, to be as it were 
God's Throne, or Theatre whercon to diſplay 
his Wonders, and to proclaim his Power to 
all the Heathen Countries round about. This 
was the divine mcthod of ſpreading the 
knowledge of Himſelf among Mankind, that 
the Idolatrous Nations might thereby learn, 
and know (if diſpoſed to attend to it) that 
He, and He only was the ue God. I ſay 
then, that God ſhowed by his Prodigies, du- 
ring the Battcl of that day, that his Honour 
was nearly concerned in it; beſides that a 


40 Vears reſt to his People, depended upon it. 


In theſe Circumſtances, Jael acted her part 
on the fide of the G of Iſrael, to whom 
She was infinitely more obliged than She 
could be cither to the cacmy's Captain Hſe- 


ra, 
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ra, or to Fabin King of Hazor. It can ſearee 
be doubred, but that Fae! had ſome divine 
direction, or impulſe to ſtir Her up to do 
what She did. The cnterprize was excced- 
ing bold, and hazardous, above the courage 
of her Sex: And one would think, that had 
She been left to her ſelf, She would have 
been content to let Siſera have lain there, 
till Barak ſhould come and ſurprize Him, 
who was then purſuing Him. The Keſolu— 
tion She took appears very extraordinary, 
and ſo has the Marks and Tokens of its be- 
ing from the extraordinary Hand of God. In 
this vicw, all is clear and right: and the Ob. 
jector will not be able to prove there was 
any Treachery in it. For She ought to obcy 
God rather than Man: And all obligations to 
Man ceaſe when brought in competition with 
our higher obligations towards God. 


JuUDs. ix. 13. 
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„ AND THE VINE SAID UNTO THEM, 
SJ0ULD I LEAVE MY WINE WHICH CHEER- 
ETH GOD AND MAN, AND GO TO BE PRO- 
MOTED OVER THE LIREES? 
WHEREUPON the Objeitor ſays, « What 
france notions muſt the bulk of Mankind, could 
ot their Rea ſor direct them right, hade of the 
fubreme Being, winen it is . aid, that Wins ? 
Ir Cariſtianity as od Cc. p. 251. 8 
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CHEERETH BOTH Gop anD Man? We 


deſite as much Reaſon as poſlible, to 4 
rect us right. But there is no Reaſon at 


all in the Inference which the Author 


conflantly aims at; namely to reject Scrip- 
ture and to abide by Reaſon alone. If He 
meant only, that Men ſhould in every thing 
make uſe of the Reaſoz which God had given 
them (a point which no body ever called in 
queſtion) why did He write all the tedious 
Impertinence He has filled his Book with? 
His deſign plainly is to reach us, not that 
Reaſon is /ef#l in interpreting Scripture 
(which none can doubt of) bur that it is aloze 
ſufficient for every thing without Scripture; in 
which aſlertion He runs directly againſt Rea- 
ſon, becauſe no Man with Reaſon can reject 
Scripture : For, Reaſon duly attended to, as 
before hinted, Icads to Scripture, and takes 
Scripture in with it. But to return to our 
Text. The Objector would inſinuate, that 
Scripture here ſuggeſts falſe and unwor:hy 
notions of the ſupreme Being. He does not 
tell his Readers, that the words are part of a 
Parable, ingeniouſly contrived by Forham, the 
only then ſurviving Son of Gideon. In a Pa- 
rable, or Fiction, every word or Sentence is 
not to be interpreted with utmoſt rigour; 
unleſs we arc to take it to be Scripture-Do- 
ctrine, that Trees could talk. Jotham to re- 


preſent the Forwardneſs and Self. -aflurance of 


fooliſh 
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fooliſh Perſons, in undertaking high Things 
which wiſer and better Men would decline, 
brings in a Fable, ſetting forth how the Olive 
Tree, the Fig-Tree, and the Vine, and all the 
choice Trees had modeſtly refuſed a Province 
not proper for them; but that the Bramble, 
the unficteſt of all, had accepted it notwith- 
ſtanding, and was like to pertorm according- 
ly. Now the words here cited are the words 
of the Viue, and perhaps run upon a Pagan 
Hypotheſis, allowable in a Fable, or Apologue, 
So Caſtalio, Le Clerc, and others interpret the 
place: And They render the words, not- G0 
and Man, but Gods and Men, which is bet— 
ter. Perhaps in ſuch a kind of Fiction, tho 
it had a ſerious Moral, it might be thought 
more decent to uſe the Pagan Style of Gods 
and Men, than to introduce the true God, ei- 
ther by Name, or by Implication : Or Jo- 
tham ſpcaking to the Idolatrous Schemes, 
might adapt his Spcech to their Notions, the 
better to be underſtood by Them. 
THERE is another Conſtruction which 
ſome have recommended, namely, that Wine 
cheereth both High and Low, Flohim and 4: 
naſhim, Princes and Peaſauts; or elſe, Princes 
and Perſons of Quality. This laſt Conſtru- 
ction is maintained by Le Cene, and his Trans 
ſlator Roſs. Bur I prefer the Interpretation 
of Le Clerc, above mentioned, 
Ron Ef; for a New Trarſl:tion of the Bible, p. 122. 
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JuDG. xi. 30. 


Axp JEPHTHAH VOWED A Vow UNTO 
THE LoRD Ce. 

EPHTHAH's Vow has been a Subject of 
much debate in the Learned World. How- 
ever the more diſputable points be deter- 
mined, the Objector will never be able to 
prove what He aims att, 2z. that the God 
of 1/rael commanded, or countenanced Human 
Sacrifices. Thoſe that interpret that Vow in 
the harſheſt Senſe, call it raſh, and cenſure 


Fephthah as ignorant of the Law of God. 


Others, who think the Vow capable of a mil- 
der Conſtruction, acquit both the Scripture 
and Fefhihah of all imputation in that affair. 
It would be tcdious to enter into the detail 
of that matter; and it is ncedleſs, after what 
has been done by many learned Men, to 
whoſe Labours 1 can add nothing. What is 
moit probable is, that Fephrhah did not Sa- 
criſice his Daughter, nor intend any ſuch 
thing. The words cf the Yow do not ne- 


t Chriſtianity as old c. p. 96. 
u Le Clerc, and Patric“ on the Text. 

Fenkiuss Reaſonablencis . Vol. II. c. 18. 
Selaen de jure Nat. & Gent. Lib. IV. c. 11. 
Pe: for. Dub. Vexat, Centur. 2. Loc. 60. p. 393. 

In this laſt Author are numbered up maſt uf the Writers 
Fews and Chriſtians, that have declared them ſelves ei- 
ther Way upon the Uueſtion. Himes takes the harſt- 
er Lide. 

i. ceſſarily 
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ceſſarily require it, ſince the Hebrew may be 
rendered or I will offer &c. as our Margin 
renders, inſtead of, and I will offer &c. All 
that is certain is that He did aevote Her to the 
Lord; the reſult whereof probably was, that 
She was to continue a Virgin all her days, 
and to ſerve in ſuch a way as Females might, 
for the uſe of the Sanctuary; as in Spinning, 
Weaving, making Veſtments for the Prieſts 
and Levites; or in grinding Wheat, knead- 
ing Flour, baking Brcad, or the like. Such 
kind of Services, probably, She was con- 
demned to for Life: And thus was the Vow 
executed. The Reaſons for this Interpreta- 
tion are produced at large by Le Clerc; and 
the chief of them are briefly ſummed up by 
Mr. Bedford"; whoſe words, becauſe they 
are much to the purpoſe, and will not be 
long in tranſcribing, I ſhall here lay before 
the Reader. | 

1. © IF He had Sacrificed Her, the Scrip- 
ce ture would, without doubt, have cenſured 
ce it as a very wicked and inhuman Act. 
2. „ In ſuch a caſc, He would not have 
ce Jet Her go up and down upon the Moun- 
* tains for two Months: For He might ſup- 
e poſe, that She would never have returned, 
« and then He could not have done as He 
* had vowed. 


w bedfera's Script, Chronol. p. 522. 
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z. „Ir She had gone upon the Moun— 
« tains, it would have been to bewail her 
« untimely end, whereas all that She propoſed 
« was to bewail her Virginity. 
4 [Tux Sacred Story ſcems to favour 
cc this Interpretation: That at the end of 
* © two Months She returned to her Father, 
Z «© who did with her according to his Vow 
that He had vowed; the Conſequence of 
„ which is immediately added, Ard She knew 
„ xo Man. This was a great trouble to 
= © Tephthah, becauſe by this means his Fami- 
ly was cxtint, and He had no Iſſue to 
s inherit his Eſtate, or keep his Name in 
| © remembrance. 
* I s$HALL hercto ſubjoin an obſervation 
which I borrow from Le Clerc, that tho 
Fephthah might, by the Levitical Law, have 
1 Her even from this Servitude, and 
* Single State, yet, probably, being a very re- 
: | ligious Man, He was ſcrupulous in the mat- 
ter, having made his Vow in ſo ſolemn a 
| manner, and on ſo publick an occaſion; and 
He might think it mean in a Perſon of his 
diſtinction to redeem fo precious a Treaſure 
as an only Daughter, at the low legal price 
| of 30 Shekels. 
* I SHALL only add farther, fince the 06- 
| jector ſeems to lay a great ſtreſs upon the 
Maid's being yearly mourned for x, as dead. 


x Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 96. 
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that the Hebrew words may be tranſlated, 
as the Margin reads, they went yearly to jalk 


withy the Daughter of Fephthah :. And if i 
that be the true rendering, the Text it ſelf | 


will be a proof that She was not Sacrificed, 
but was ſtill alive. 

THIS Conſtruction, I own, is doubtful : 
But then the other is more ſo: So that This 
at lcaſt we are certain of, that the Objeclor 
cannot prove his Point. 


L. SA. . 10. 


AND HE SMOTE THE MEN OF BETHSHE- 
MESH, BECAUSE THEY HAD LOOKED INT0 
THE ARK OF THE LORD, EVEN HE SMOTE 
OF THE ProPLE FlIFfFY THOUSAND AND 
TI HREESCORE AND TEN MEN. 

So fand the words in our Tranſlation, 
The Objector takes notice of them only in 
paſſing, and in this manner : * What Holineſ. 
either — or relative would the Ark now have? 
Tho it once had ſuch legal Holineſs, that mere 
than '50 Ti houſand Reapers were deſtroged far 
peeping into it, He ſays no more: But that 
He introduced this Paſſage to banter and ex- 
pole it, cannot be doubted; becauſe in the 


7 oe Le Clerc in loc. 

Ys * for a New Tranſlation p. 68, Ge. 
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ſame 
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ſame place He ridicules the notion of rela- 
tive Holineſs, telling us, that all the relairue 
Holineſs which concerns Publick Worſhip, whether 
as 10 Perſons, Places, or Things, maſt be derived 


from the Congregation; inſtead of ſay ing, what 


is Truth, that it is derived from God, and 
ſtands in the relation which things Conſe- 
crated bear to Him. But J delign not here 
to enter into the queſtion about relative Ho- 
lineſs, which is foreign to my purpoſe. All 
I obſerve is, that when He was endeavour- 
ing to banter away all juſt Senſe of relative 
Holineſs, it was bantering Scripture too, to 
tell us that 50 Thouland Perſons were de- 
royed on the account of the relatige Holi- 
neſs of the Ark. The Men of Bethſhemeſh, 
(ſeveral of them) were indeed deſtroyed for 
want of Reverence towards God's holy Ark: 
Not 50 Thouſand (as the Tranſlation ſays) 
but SEVENTY MEN OUT OF 50 THOUSAND 
MEN, which is a juſter rendering of the He- 
brew, and is well defended by Le Clerc in 
his Comments upon the Text. Bochart had 
before led the way b towards the correcting 
the common Tranſlations, rendering the 


Words thus, SEVENTY MEN; w/z. FiFTY 
' OUT OF A ThousanD MEN, Which was a 


much better rendering than the common 
Tranſlations z and his Reaſonings upon the 


Text afforded great Light to all that came 


b Bochart Hieroz. Tom. I. p. 370. 
1 after. 
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after. Le Clerc's will ſuit as well with the 
Letter of the Hebrew, and appears more na- 
tural, and leſs perplexed. Theſe Things the 
Objector might have known, and would 
have conſidered, had He been as much dif- 
poſed to examine Scripture by Reaſon, as He 
is to expoſe it by abuſive Reflexions. 


I. SAM. viii. 7. 


AND ThE LORD SAID UNTO SAMUEL, 
WEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE Pro- 
PLE IN ALL THAT THEY SAY UNTO THEE: 
Fox THEY HAVE NOT REJECTED THEE), 
BUT THEY HAVE REJECTED ME, THAT [ 
SHOULD. NOT REIGN OVER THEM. 

TAE Objegor © produces this part of Scrip- 
ture to coumenance ſome crude Speculations 
He has entertained in Theology, and Politicks ; 
and which were propoſed many Years ago by 
the Author of the Rights, and abundantly 
confuted by learned Hands. But let us hear 
what this Gentleman now ſays: The Fews — 
being upon their coming out of Egypt, a free 
People, had a right, by the Law of Nature, to 
chooſe what Government and Governor they pleaſed. 
THAT is to ſay; if God ſhould not in- 
terpoſe to appoint them any Government or 
Governor, they were at liberty to chooſe 
for themſelves: By the - permifſeve Law of 


e Chriſtianity as old &c. p. 113. 
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Nature (not preceptive) They had ſuch liber- 
ty, till God ſhould otherwiſe reſtrain it. 
Admitted: And what then? He goes on. 
God would not att ſo inconſiſtent à part as to 
deprive them of any of thoſe Rights He had gi- 
wen them by the Law of Nature. No: As He 
had given them an hypothetical, or conditional 
Right to chooſe for themſelves, (if Himſelf 
ſhould not interpoſe to chooſe for them) 
ſo He could never act ſo juconſiſtent a part, 
as to preclude them that Right ſo /mzrea, and 
ſo conditioned. That is to ſay, He could not 
be ſo inconſiſtent as not to leave them at 
liberty while He left them at liberty, or not 
to leave them frec ſo far as He left them 
free. Well; what follows! Therefore He did 


| not tale upon Him the Civil Aaminiſtration of 


their Affairs, till He had obtained their expreſs 
* conſent. Ridiculous! He could never want 
their conſent, becauſe He never gave away, 
never could give away his Right ot appoint- 
ing them bath Government and Governors: 
A Right which He exerciſed afterwards 
in appointing them Saul firſt, and next, 
* David for their King, notwithſtanding the 
: pretended natural Liberty. They were free 
by the Law of Nature while God left them 
| free, and no longer; becauſe their freedom 
{ flood only in bis non-interpoſirion. It was 
| impoſſible for God to give his Right away: 
| For He has an unalienable Right to diſpoſe 
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of all Kingdoms; in ſo much that when He 
leaves the People to chooſe for themſelves, 
it is ili God that appoints both the- Gover— 
nor and Government. Vox Fopu i, in that 
caſe, is Vox Dei; He appoints by Them And 
the choice of the People has no other 
force or weight with it, but as it is conſi- 
dered as the means by which Ged ſets the 
Government up, and in That alone does it 
ſtand. Therefore if God took their conſent 
(as He has been pleated to tranſact more C- 
veaants than one with Men) it was not be- 
caule He had no right to demarad it, or be- 
cauſe They had any right to ref#ſe it, but 
becauſe He was pleaſed to condeſcend to hu- 
man Forms in his dealings with Men, and 
to bind them the cloſer to Him by Federal, 
as well as natural obligations. Bur this Wri- 
ter proceeds: So that here He ated not as 
Cover nor of the Univerſe, but ty a Power aeri- 
wed from the People by virtue of the Horcb Co 
r⁊enant. Worſe than ever. This Doctrine 
is neither true, nor peſſfble; but all over con- 
tradictory and abſurd. When the People 
have a right to chooſe their Governor, that 
Right (as I before hinted) is Ged's, otherwile 
it is no Right, nor has any effect: And when 
tac People have ſo choſen their Governor, 
He rujes by avine Right, as the Law of Na- 
ture is Goa's Law; and by that Law He is 
then xc, in his Throne, and has a Right 

to 
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to rule. What therefore can our Author 


mean by pretending, that God ruled by 4 


Power derived from the People * Suppoſe Him 
to have condeſcended to accept of ſuch an 
Office conveyed by Choice. and by Covenant, 
in the manner of an carthly King ; yet Cove- 
nauts convey a Right only as Ged binds Men 
by his Law (natural) to obſerve them; and 
ſo a divine Right commences from the time 
the Covenant commences. Well then, in 
the reſult, God reigned over the People by 
a Right conveycd from Himſelf to Himſelf 
by the intervention of the People's choice. 
This is all that can in common Senſe be 
made of it. He appointed Himſelf their Go- 
vernor in that way, over and above what He 
was before: And his Power could not be de- 
rived from any one but from Himſelf, be- 
cauſe all Power is of God. All other rightful 
Governors (whether by Election, or Succeſ- 
ſion, or extraordinary Appointment) act and 
rule for God, are his Vicegerents, and De— 
puties: And they exerciſe his Power and Au— 
thority. Certainly then, if He plcaſes to ex- 
erciſe the ſame in Perſon, and to be as it 
were, his own Deputy, his Power cannot 
be derived to Him from any other Source 
but from the ſame Fountain of Power from 

whence all Power: is. 
Bur rhe Objc@or has a turn to fcrve by 
#1 this Parade about the Hercb Contract, as 
M appcars 
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appears by what follows: And the preſumption 
is, that where there is no ſuch Contract, God 
will not exerciſe ſuch a Power. No, not ſuch 
ſpecial Kingly Power as He exerciſed among 
the Fews, during their Theocracy : That may be 
granted. But the Author means, that He 
will iſlue out no occaſional Precepts, no poſi- 
tive Commands. And what ground is there 
for ſuch a Preſumption? Did He not iſſue 
out poſitive Commands to Adam, and to Noah, 
and to Abraham, and many others, long be- 
fore the Jewiſh Theocracy ? His Power and 
Right of doing it, is founded in his being 
Creator and preſerver of all things, and King 
of the h ,˖Ʒ Earth: And all the Sons of 4. 
dam are naturally and neceſſarily born his 
Subjects. If the King of Great Britain ſhould 
condeſcend to be choſen Governor in ſpe— 
cial, over a pctty Corporation within his 
Dominions, would that ſhorten or diminiſh 
his Regal Power, either over the Members 
of that Corporation, conſidered as his Sub- 
jects, or over any other his Subjects, through- 
out the Realm? No certainly. There is 
therefore no force at all in this Author's 
Argument drawn from the Hereb Contract: 
But the queſtion about God's Right to give 
poſitive Laws, ſtands as before, independent 
of it. God does not want our /eave for the 
making of a Law, ncither needs He to wait for 


our Acceptante, to render it valid, For tho 
| He 
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He enacts Laws for the good only of his 
Subjects, yet He will be the Juage of what 
is for their good: And I preſume, his infi- 
nite Wiſdom, and his Superiority over us, 
are ſufficient to ſupport his Title. 1 forgot 
to note, how the Author here blundcred in 
ſuppoſing rhe God of 1/rael to be Gd (argu- 
ing from it) whom yet at other times He 


blaſphemes. 
L S 6 


Thus SAITA THE LORD oF HosTs; 1 


Z REMEMBER THAT WHICH AMALEK DID TO 


ISRAEL d, How HE LAID WAIT FOR HIM 
IN THE WAY WHEN HE CAME UP FROM 
Ecypr, Now GO AND SMITE AMALEK (Fc. 

THE cenſure paſſed hcreupon, is as fol- 
lows*. What Prince can ever want 4 pretence 
of going to War, and totally extirpating Thoſe 
He invades, when He ſees, Saul was command. 
ed by Cod to deſtroy the Amalekites, Men and 
Women, Infants and Sucklings, Ox and Sheep, 
Camel and Aſs, for an injury done 400 Tears 
before? And how for ſparing Agag (whom Sa- 
muel hewed to pieces Leere the Lord) and pre- 


ſerving ſome of the Cattel for Sacrifice, the Lord 
; rejected Him from being King, nay, ordered Sa- 
muel, /e/# Saul ſhould ſuſpect the deſign, ta 


d Exod. xvii, 8, Numb. xxiv. 20. Deut. xxv. 22. 
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pretend a Sacrifice, when He ſent him 10 auoint 
David ? 

SE how this ungodly Man takes 4 upon 
Him to diſpute againſt the Lord of the whole 
Earth: Julian or Rabſbaleh could not have 
done more. One would think, when Men 
can run ſuch deſperate lengths, that They had 
many and firong Demonlirations to truſt to: 
But let the Reader judge, by the Specimen [ 
have laſt recited. When any thing is report- 
cd in Scripture which this Writcr docs not 
like, tho' reported as done by ſpecial order 
from God, He immediately concludes, that 
here is a Precedent ſet for doing the fame 
thing without ſuch ſpecial order: As if Men 
were as unthinking as Prutc-Crcatures, and 
could not difinguiſh between acting with 
Commiſſion, and acting without one; between 
having good Authority for what they do, and 
having oe What is it by which any one 
can juſcißz % his own Actions before God and 
the W — but This, that He had ſufficient 
Warrant for doing as He has done? And 
what is it by which we conuemm ſeveral other 
Actions, but This, that the Actors had no 
Warrant for them ? 

Now as to what was done to the Amale- 
kites, there was God's expreſs order for it: 
And what can we deſire more than an order 
from Heaven? As to God's dealings with 
Nations in the way of vindictive juſtice, we 

are 


l. SAMUEL. . og 


are not competent Judges of cvery caſc, be- 
cauſe we have not the whole of the matter 
Jaid before us, to form a judgment by : For 
we fall infinitely ſhort of that large compre- 
henſive view of all Circumſtances, which the 
great Governor of the Univerſe has before 
Him. But this we may preſume to ſay, as 
to the caſe of the Amalelites, that conſidering 
how They had all along been inveterate Ad- 
verlaries towards the People of God (raiſed 
up to reform the World) and how They had 
very probably been wicked alſo in other re- 
ſpects, like the Cauaanites; it was a great in- 
ſtance of God's long- ſuffering, that He bore 
with them ſo long, and that He waitcd 400 
Years for their Repentance, before He de- 
ſtroyed them: So far is it from being any 
imputation upon his Goodnels, that He at 
length did ſo. 

Ir may be noted of the Amalilites, that 
They were deſcendants of Eſaut, and there- 
fore were by Pedigree allied to the 1/raclites, 
of the ſtock of Abraham. They ſeem to have 
broke off very carly from the other Edomites, 
joyning with the old Horites s, Idolaters of 
mount Seir So that the Amalekites ſoon apo- 
ſtatized from the Religion of Abraham. Theſe 
Apoſtates were the firſt that drew Sword a- 
gainſt the Jraelites (Brethren in Blood) and 


f Gen. xxxvi. 12. 
g See Cumberland's Orig. Antiq. p. 118, 134. 138. 
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They did it anprovoted, barbarouſly takin 

Advantage of them, by coming at the 
back of them, at a time when they were 
feeble, faint, and weary", which was great 
Inhumanity. Beſides, their Þprety is particu- 
larly taken notice of in Scripture, that they 
feared not God i, but that their Hand was lift 
up againſt the Throne of the Lord , againſt the 
Throne of the God of Alraham their Father; 
which was an aggravating Circumſtance, 
Seeing therefore that there was ſuch a com- 
plication of 7//-nature, Inhumanity, Treachery, 
and flagrant Inpiety, in what the Amalelite 
did, it pleaſed God to (et a Brand of the high- 
eſt Ifamy upon them, and take the moſt ex- 
emplary Vengeance of them, to create the ut- 
moſt abhorrence of ſuch practices in the 
minds of all Men. Their Deſcendants ſeem 
to have inherited the like Temper and Prin- 
eiples, with their Fathers, the ſame rancour 
againſt Mraell, and the ſame oppoſition to 
God's great and glorious deſigns by 1/7ael, 
It docs not follow from God's aſſigning one 
Reaſon only, for deſtroying the Amalelites, 
that That was the fo/e Reaſon : But That was 
ſuthcient to be mentioned to the 1/raelites, 


h Deut. xxv. 18, 19. i Deut. xxv. 19. 
k Exod. xvii. 16. So I underſtand the Text, with our Mar- 
ginal Tranſlation, and ſeveral judicious Interpreters, as Patrick 


particularly, and, in the main, Le Clerc. See alſo Lakemacher's 
Obſervat. Philolog. Vol. II. p. 18. | 


! Judg. if. 13, vi. 3, 33. vii. 12. x. 12. 
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as They had concern in no more: The reſt 
He might reſerve to Himſelf among the Ar- 
cana imperii, which He was not obliged to 
divulge either to rael his own People, or 
to any Creature whatever. 

No Prince that wants ſuch a divine Com- 


miſſion as Saul had, can make any jauſt pre- 
tence from this Inſtance, for ſo invading, or 
ſo extirpating any Nation: But vain, or wick- 
ea pretences may be always made, either from 
any thing, or for any thing. 


As to Samuel's pretending a Sacrifice, it 


2 was a juſt Pretence, and a true one: For He 
did offer Sacrifice m as God had commanded 
him. And what if He had 4 farther Inten- 
tion, was He bound to declare al He knew, 
or to diſcloſe to every Man the whole of his 
= errand ? Secreſy is of great uſe in all impor- 
tant Buſincſs : And the concealing one deſign 
© by golng upon another, {to prevent giving 
= offcnce, or other worſe miſchief) is as righ- 
f 
ing a Curtain to keep off Spies. The mak- 
ing one good deſign the cover for a better, is 
g doing two good Things at once, and Both 
a in a proper way: And tho' Men have been 
blamed, and very juſtly, for uſing Acts of 
Religion as a Cloak for Iniquity, yet 1 have 


teous and as laudable a practiſe, as the draw- 


never heard that there could be any thing a- 


mils in performing one Act of obedience 


m 1. Sad. xvi 5. 4 | 
tawaras- 
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towards God, in order to facilitate thE per. 
forming of another. If the Author has no 
better Arguments than theſe, He might more 
prudently forbear inſulting the God of 1/rael, 
tor fear He ſhould prove at length to be (as 
indeed He is) the God of the whole Uni- 
verſe, and a juſt Avenger. | 


I. S AM. xxv. 


THe Objector, taking occaſion from what 
is related in this Chapter, is pleaſed to exer. 
ciſe his abuſive I alent upon good King Da. 
vid; whom (as if He had a mind to outdo 
Bceg, or Shimei) He loads moſt unmercifully, 
beyond Truth and Reaſon. He brings on 
the Indictment thus: *, not David, tho 4 
Prophet, and a Man after God's own Heart, 
guilty F enormolss Crimes, from the time He at. 
ſigned to have murdered all the Males in Na. 
bal's Family, ' becauſe He wou'd not pay contribu: 
tions to Him ana. tho fe Men who out 0 f Debt; 
Diſcontent, and Diſtreſs joyned Him ? The Sting 
ot the Satyr, lies, 1 ſuppoſe, in David's be- 
ing a Mar after God's om Heart : For the In- 
vective would be dull and nothing worth, 
if it had not a daſh of Blaſphemy to give it 
a poignancy, and to help off the flatneſs and 
heavineſs of the Thought. And what if 
good Men hare committed ſome Fanlts and 

g Chriſt.anity as od ec. p. 244 
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great ones, they may ſtill be dear and ac- 
ceptable to God for their repenting of thoſe 
Faults, and for their many good Quali- 
tics, while thoſe that maliciouſly revile and 
inſult them, ſhall not be held guiltleſs. We 
are nor obliged to defend David, or any o- 
ther good Man, in every Article of Conduct: 
But where is the juſtice of charging them ſo 
roughly, beyond all meaſures of truth. or 
decency? David met with moſt provoking 
uſage from a wicked and ungodly Churl. 
He was at that time, both a Prophet and a 
Prince of Iſrael. He had been anointed in 
order to be Xig e, now for ſix Years, of 
more. He had ſignalized Himſelf, not only 
in ſlaying a Lion, and a Bear, but in conquer- 
ing the Goliah of the Philiſtines, almoſt mira- 
culouſly. He had married a King's Daughter, 
and was the ſecond Man in the Realm. Saul 
Himſelf had publickly declared, that He was 
to be his Succeſſor in the Kingdom ?, as Fo- 
nathan the King's Son, had before more pri- 
vately done d. This ſo renowned a Perſon, and 
preſumptive Heir to the Crown, being redu- 
ced to diſtreſs, and hearing that Natal, who 
had been much obliged to Him* had prepar. 
ed a great Feaſt (being a very wealthy Man) 
He ſent to Him in the kindeſt and moſt cour- 
teous Manner imaginable, only to beg a lit- 


© 1. Sam. vi. t, 12, 13. p t. Sam. xxiv. 20. 
q 1. Sam. xxiii. 17. r 1, Sam. Xxv, 15. 
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tle preſent Suſtenance, Water, and Fleſh, and 
Bread, (what could beſt be ſpared) at a time 
of Fcaſting and Jollity : The rude Churl de- 
nicd Him, and returned Him a moſt inſolent 
provoking Antwer. * | 
Wuar Man of brave Spirit, at the head 
of his Soldiers, would not have found his 
Blood riſe upon ſuch an occaſion, and almoſt 
have thought that it became Him to correct a 
brutal Man that had thus affronted his Supe- 
rior, nay, his azoizzed Sovereign, tho' not yet in 
poſſe ſſion? But David, notwithſtanding all, 
as ſoon as the firſt heats of his Paſſion 
were over, repented even of his ſudden 
Warmth, and ſubmittcd to his cooler Rea- 
ſon. Now, ought this Writer to have ſin— 
gled out only the worſt part of the Chara— 
cter, repteſenting even That under invidious, 
and falſe Colours? And why muſt Davias Þ 
cul "us loaded with Calumny, and Nabals | 
fer off with Paint and Varniſh? But He goes 
on pleading for Nabal, that He might Dave 
incurred the Faie of the Prieſts, that had pri- 
vatciy harbourcd and aſſiſted David. Per- 
haps to : And yet Naval by refuſing, did not 
ꝛcet With a better Fate; as He had no rea- 
ſon to expect it. Whatever hazards He had 
run, He ought to have had ſome Humanity, and 
not to have let a brave Man, and a General 
ſuffer want, while Himſelf was Fealling, and 
in ſafety too, through David's Civility, and 


the 
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me good diſcipline He kept over thoſe that 
were in arms for Him. Is this the Bene vo- 
lence which our Author recommends, to rc- 
fuſe ſuch a Perſon the common offices of 
Humanity, out of a daſtardly fear and dread of 
ſome peſſible dangers? In ſhort, if David's 
condutt in that affair was not altogether de- 
fenſible, yet Nabal's certainly was unexcuſa- 
ble. In the one may be ſeen an humble, 
pious, great, and generous Soul, with ſome 
pitiable ſallies of ſudden Paſſion: In the o- 
ther, you ſee nothing but what is mean, ſor- 
8 did, and brutal. Let David then be the 
Scripture-Hero ſtill, and Nzbal the Objector's. 
As to David's being in a manner forced to 
tell ſome antruthsſ to Avimelech the Prieſt 
in order to get Bread; inſtead of inſulting 
the hard Fate of a very great and good Man 
(tho' we are not obliged to ſay that He was 
LKaleſs it might better have become our Wri— 
ter to deplore the abject meaneſs of the 
World (in ſuch caſes) when They are ſo 
| afraid for Themſelves, that They dare not 
run ſome riſques for the preſerving ever ſo 
excellent a Man in extreme neceſſity. 
Ap whereas this Writer ſays, that 20 
thing could be more treacherous than David's in- 
vuaaing People that were at leaſt in Peace with, 
F not Allies of, the King of Gath ; He cannot 
| prove that there was any Treachery at all in 


{ 1. Sam, xxi. 2, 
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what David did: So This is falſe Accuſation. 
Thoſe People He invaded were moſt proba- 
| bly the remains of the Canaanites, and Ama. 
lelitest, whom God had commanded ſhould 
be deſtroyed: And therefore as David had 
greater obligations to the King of Heaven than 
to the King of Gath, He acted as a good Man 
ſhould. 

Bur the worſt of the calumny thrown up- 
on David, is the charging Him with leaving 
the World in an unforgiving Temper u. This is 
a Charge of a malicious nature, and ſtrikes 
at the Honour of God and Religion, ſince 
David is undoubtedly a Saint of Heaven, 
Well: What is the Impeachment grounded 
upon? David, upon his Death. Bed remind- 
cd his Son Solomon of the wickedneſs of Sht- 
met, adviſing Him, as a proper occaſion ſhould 
offer, to BRING DOWN HIS HOARY HEAD 
TO THE GRAVE WITH BLOOD. Shimei was 
an ungodly wretch, who had long before 
forfcited his Life to the Publict, and whom 
Dawid had ſparcd by a kind of Heroick, un- 
exampled Clemency. Twice He delivered 
Him *, when his great Miniſters were impa- 
tient to have juſtice done upon Him. In the 
laſt Inſtance, He ſware unto Him, that He 
would not put Him to Death. But He ſpa 


t 1, Sam. xxvii. 8. 

u Chriſtianity as old gc. p. 244. | 
W 1. Kings ii. 9. x 2. Sam. XVI. 10. Xix. 22, 1 
Ic 


4 
426 
2 


L SAM UE L. ter 


red Him both times for reaſons peculiar to 
Himſelf, and to his own Circumſtances v. 
It was reaſonable that Shimei ſhould have died 
by the Hands of Juſtice, as a Traytor to his 
rightful Sovercign, and a moſt virulent one 
too; having openly reviled, and curſed the 
King: But it was not reaſonable, in thoſe 
circumſtances, that David ſhould condemn 
Him to Death; at leaſt, David thought it was 
not. Hereupon He promiſed Him, that He 
ſbould not die 2: Which amounted to this on- 
Ys according to David's own Account, that 

He (David) would zot put Him to Death®, 
The grant of Pardon, and the Promite were 
nat abſolute, but expired with the Life of 
the King; as the reaſons it was founded up- 
on, were peculiar to King David And 
David, knowing that ſuch a "wretch ought to 
have condign Puniſhment, put Solomon in 
mind of doing what He did not think pro- 
per Himſelf to do, leſt Solomon out of reve- 
rence. to his Father's memory, might have 
ſpared Him too, when there was not the 
ſame reaſon for it. He gave Solomon the like 
inſtructions about Feab®, that He alſo might 
be put to Death; becauſe He had forfeited 
bis Life long before by his wickedneſs, and 
| David had ſpared Him for reaſons peculiar to 


7 2. Sam. xvi. 11, 12. Zix. 22. 

2 2. Sam. xix. 3. 21. Kings ii. 8. 

b 1, Kings ii. 5. Go NF | | 
his 
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his own Circumſtances, or for reaſons of State. 
David is to be conſidered in thoſe his dying 
Inſtructions to his Son Solomon, not as a pri- 
vate Man acting upon Reicntment, but as a 
King and a Governor giving advice to his Sc- 
ceſſor in affairs of State. It was for the good 
of the Publick that ſuch offenders as Foab and 
Shimei ſhould ſuffer at a time proper, and as 
prudence ſhould direct. And therefore Da. 
via, in theſe his laſt Hours, performed the part 
of a prudent Magiſtrate in relation particu. 
larly to Shimei, as before He had acted the 
part of a pious, and a tender-hearted Man, 
He happily reconciled both. parts rogether, 
and deſerved (as I conceive) Commendation 
rather than Cenfure for it. After I had 
written This, 1 found that Le Clerc had given 
much the {ame account of the Thing; which 
confirms me the more in it that it is juſt and 
right. 


An 


THEN THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE 
DAYS OF DaviID, THREE YEARS, YEAR AF- 
TER YEAR, AND DAVID ENQUIRED OF THE 
LorD : AND THE LORD ANSWERED, HT 18 
FOR SAUL AND FOR HIS BLooDY HOUSE, 
BECAUSE HE SLEW THE GIBEONITES, 


e See Cleric. in 1. Reg. ii. 6, 9. 
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THE Objector ſays 4: Are there not exam- 


ples in Scripture which taken in their literal 


Senſe, ſeem to make God break in upon the con- 
mon courſe of Nature, and the ordinary rules of 
his Providence, to puniſh Men for Crimes They 
were not guilty of ; as God's car /ing, in the lat- 
ter end of David's Reign, a Famine for three 
Tears together for the crime of Saul and for his 
Bloody Houſe, in ſlaying the Gibeonites, This 
Objection, to do the Author juſtice, is mo- 
deſtly urged, without ſtraining, or indecent 
Reflexions: And there is a difficulty in the 
Thing which makes it both require and de- 
ſerve a Solution. But we muſt diſtinguiſh 
always between Difficulties, and Demonſirations, 
God's Judgments are many times unſearch- 
able, and his Counſels profqund : And as we 


are not able to ſce far enough to account 
for them; ſo neither can we ſee far enough 
to paſs any uncrring cenſure upon them. 
All may be perfectly right, in ſuch caſes, 
© for any thing we know: And therefore it is 
raſn judgment to pronounce to the contrary. 
If the Fact be ſufficiently proved by external 
cvidence, that is enough, where we have 
not Light ſufficient to judge of the whole caſe 
from the iternal nature of the Thing. We 
cannot pretend to have a comprehenſive view 
of all Circumſtances like as God Himſelf: 
Neither are we able to examine the whole 


4 Chriſtianity as od gr. p. 266, Et 
link. 
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liak or chain of divine Providence from one 
doc io che theses 

Tusk general Things premiſed, we may 
now proceed to the particular caſe of the Fa 
wine mentioned. k ought not to be ſaid, be- 
cauſe it cannò be proved, that the 1/raclite; 
of that time were puniſhed for Crimes that they 
were no way guilty of. We know not how 
mandy, or who were confederate with Saul in 
murdering the Gibeoniles, or guilty in not 
kindering it. We know not, how many, 
ot who made the Crime their own, by approv. 
ing it afterwards. We know not what ſhare 
ot guilt might be derived upon the whole 
Nation, for ſuffcring fo much innocent Blood 
to be. ſhed, againſt a National Contraa® ; or 
for not expreſſing their horrour and deteſta- 
tion of it» by ſome publick Act. Further, we 
know: not what other Sins (which had no 
relation to That) the People might be guilty 
of, to deſerve a Famine; which Sins tho' God 
would have temitted or paſſed by, at anothet 
time, He would not remit them, when the 
Sins of their Fathers, added to theirsf, cal. 
led for an act of Diſcipline. We know not 
ho far ſuch an act of Diſcipline at that 
time, might be neceſſary to prevent the like 
murders for the time to come, or to preſerve 
the whole Nation of the Gibeonites from rude- 
nels, and inſult; or to raiſe in the minds of 


e Joſh. ix. 23, f Sec above. p 20, 


the 
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the 1/raclites a proper regard and reſpect for 
Them. We know not how much the ſa— 
credneſs and validity of National Oaths or 
Contracts, might be concerned in that mat- 
ter. In a word, we know not the depths 
of the divine, Counlels, nor a hundred patt 
of the Reaſons which an all-wife God might 
have; and therefore it behoves us in all ſuch 
caſes, to be modeſt and reſerved in our cen- 
ſures, remembring that God is in Heaven, 
and that we dwell in duſt, that He knows 
all things, and we nothing. in compariſon. 

B r ſuppoſing the People of that time to 


have been ever ſo innocent, yet God had an 


abſolute right over the Lives of all, and could 
demand them when He pleaſed, without ſuch 
reaſon as was afligned: And if He made 
the demand (which He had ſo clear a right 
to) at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a manner as 
might beſt anſwer the ends of Di/ciplize; then 


that which was juſt in other views, and with- 


out any ſuch ſpecial rcaſon, could not be- 
come unjuſt by having that additional reaſon 
to recommend it. In a word, if thc thing 
was rightcous, conſidered merely as an Adt 
of Dominion, it could not but be righteous, 
and lind alſo, by being made at the {ime 
time an Act of Diſciplize, for the pun: nent 
of Sin, and for the promoting Goalineſs among 
Men. It is a certain, and aimof ſelf evident 
maxim, that whatiocver God can juſily de- 
© Fr:7C 
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prive Men of without any reſpect at all to 
Sins (as He may of all worldly Bleflings what- 
ever) the ſame He may as juſtly deprive them 
of for the Sins of their Fathers; becauſe this 
is only exerciſing an Adt of Dominion over the 
Children with an additional Circumſtance of 
wholeſome Diſcipline over the Fatkers of thoſe 
Children, if living, or elſe of Inſtruction and 
Warning to Parents in general, for the bet- 
tcr promoting Religion, and Rightcouſnel; 
in the World. I have anſwered this Obje- 
ction mildly, as the objector made it civilly, 
to let the Readers ſec, that if I do it not 
at other times, the Fault is not mine. Rude- 
neſs, Pctulance, and barcfaced Impicty ought 
to be rebuked ſoarply5, while ſofter Replics 
are proper to be given to modeſt Enquirers, 
to ſuch as a with meekneſs and fear h. 


A. inn r. 


AND AGAIN THE ANGER OF THE LORD 
WAS KINDLED AGAINST ISRAEL, AND HE WW 
MOVED DAVID AGAINST THEM TO SAY, GO 
NUMBER ISRAEL AND JUDAH. £ 

THE Objector has ſeveral Pretences to 
urge i againſt this part of Sacred Hiſtory, 


28 i. 13. 1. Tim. v. 20. Ac. xii. 10. 
r. Pet. iii. 15 

See Mr. Twelly s Crit, Exam. of the New Text 5c. p. 125: 
i Chriſtianity as od & c. p. 266. 
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which muſt be examined in order. He asks 
How can we reconcile this Story with it ſelf? 
In one place * it is ſaid, God moved David 10 
number Iſrael : In another |, Satan proveked Da- 
vid. Did God conſpire with Satan in this Act, 
in order to deſtroy a number of innocent Perſons ? 
In anſwer hereto, I may obſerve, firſt, that 
This is another of his Ez2/iſh Objections. For 
if He had been diſpoſed to look into the O- 
riginal, and had known any thing of the He- 
brew Idiom, He might have perceived that the 
Text docs not ſay that Goa moved David (for 
the word Ged is not in the Text at all) but 
one moved, which comes to the ſame with, 
David WAS MOVED TO SAY, Cc. as Caſtalio 
8 renders. It is a very common Idiom of the 
Hebrew Language, thus to leave out the No- 
minatide of the Verb Active, (an indefinite Per- 
ſon underſtood) and then the Verb is to be ren- 
dered paſſively, and the Acenſative following 
ſupplies the place of the Nminative wanting, 
as here m. So now it is manifeſt, that there is 
no repugnancy between this Text in Samuel, 
and the other of Chronicles. 
Bur a further Objection made to the Sto- 
ry is, that God ſhould ſmite Iſracl, and deſtroy 
Seventy Thouſand of them for David's fault 


K 2. Sam. xxiv. 1. 1. Chron. xxi. 1. 
m See Gataker. de Stylo N. T. p. 68. 

Kidder Demonſtrat. part. 2. p. 73» 74, 75. 
Bedford's Scripture Chronology. p. 559. 

Le Clerc in loc, 


O 2 in 


"2x08 I, 5 A M UE E- 


in cauſing the innocent Sheep (as He juſtly calls 
them) to be numbred. Truly, if any one elſe 


but God had done it, by his own Authority, L 


there might be a juſt handle for complaint : 
But God has an abſolute right over the lives 
of all Men; and if ever He does any thing 
ſeemingly hard, He knows how to make 
them ample amends. But as to the innocent 


Sheep, which our Writcr ſpeaks of, as juſtl þ 


ſo called by David, He knows nothing of 
that matter; Neither were the People ino. 
cent in his Senſe, tho' they were in the Senſe 
that David intended. David reflected only 
on their innocence in one reſpect, as to the 
Sin of aumbring the People: That was Da. 
vid's Sin, not theirs, But They had o- 
ther Sins many and great, which deſerved 
puniſnment, and for Which probably they 
would have been puniſned before, had ir not 
been for the tenderneſs God bore towards 
David. who muſt have been a ſufferer in it 
as well as They. But now when both Xing 
and People had de ſerved a Correction, or Judg- 
ment, then God was pleaſed to let looſe his 
Anger upon Both. I do not found this up- 
on mere Conjecture: The Text it ſelf takes 
notice firſt, that THE ANGER OF THE LoRD 
WAS KINDLED AGAINST ISRAEL; and then 
follows what relates to David, and his Sin in 
numbring the People. So David was to be 
puniſhed. by loſing ſuch a number of his 

People: 
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people: And his Sin was ſo much the im- 
mediate Cauſe of that Judgment, that had it not 
been for That, along with the other, it would 
not have been ſent. However, it cannot be ſaid 
the People were ſtrictly innocent, who but a few 
Years before u, had run mad after Abſalom, an 
unnatural Rebel and Uſurper, deſerting their 
rightful Sovercign, one of the beſt of Kings. 
What other Sins they had committed, we 
need not enquire: That alone might be 
ſufficient to deſerve ſuch a Plague. God 
knows the proper times for taking vengeance 
of wicked Men: And his Judgments if they 
come the flower, arc the more ſevere. 

Bur the Objector has farther Scruples a- 
gainſt the wifole Story, from the appearing 
dilagreement of the numbers in the Muſter— 
Rolls of the People, comparing different pla- 
ces of Scripture together, and particularly 
three . This muſt be owned to be a Scho- 
lar- like Objection, and it has employed the 

Thoughts of very learned and conſiderable 
Men; ſuch as Buxtorf, Pfeiffer, Bochart, and 
others p. The Sum of their Account is, that 


n About 5 or 6 Years, according to the common Chrono- 
logy, placing Abſalom's Rebellion A. M. 2981, and this Plague 
A. M. 2986, or 2987. Le Clerc indeed intimates a ſuſpicion 
as if this Hiſtory had been miſplaced, and that it ſhould precede 
Atjalom's Rebellion: But He offers it as a bare conjecture, aſ- 


ſigning no reaſons. Cleric. in 2. Sam. xxiv. 1. 


o 1. Sam. xi. 8. 2. Sam, xxiv. 9. 1. Chron. xxi. 5. 
p Buxtorf. Anti-Crit. p. 403. 404. | 
Pfeiffer, dub. vexat. p. $27. 
Bochart. Hieroz. part. 1. lib. 2. c. 38. p. 375. 


the 
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the difference ariſes by the ſanding Legion, 
(which attended monthly on the King) bc- 
ing reckoned in one place, and omitted in 
another, and ſo vice verſs, I need not be 
more particular, becauſe the Engliſb Reader 
that has a mind to examine into this matter, 
may ſee it explained more at large, ęither in 
Bp. Patrick 9, or Lightfoot", or in Mr. Bedford", 
Indeed, Le Clerc, not ſatisſied with the com- 
mon Solution, ſuſpects there has been ſome er- 
rour in the numbers, owing to the negli- 
gence, or raſhneſs of Copiſts. I fhall not 
pretend to judge in ſo nice a cafe, about 
which very probably the moſt learned will 
differ, according to the Sentiments they 
have of rhe integrity of the Hebrew Text; 
ſome admitting of flight corruptions in the 
Text by miſtakes of Librarians, others admit- 
ting none. There appears no abſolute necel- 
ſity of ſuppoſing any here. The common Solu- 
tion is a very good one: And Le Clerc's main 
Odjetion (founded upon a calculation of 
the whole number of Inhabitants, and upon 
a ſuppolition that the Land of Judea could 
not maintain them) is too precarious in both 
its parts, to build any thing certainly upon, 

Bor however that queſtion be determin- 
cd, yet certainly there will be neither Foun» 


q Patrick on 2. Sam. xxiv. . 
Tr Lightfoot Op. Vol. I. p. 68. 
Bedſerd's Script. Chronology. p. 559- 


dation 


1 N 
* rs 

2 d d - 7 * — 3 ——— = 4 d > 
e . CDRs 


SS rc ic 


IJ. KINGS. 111 


dation, nor Colour for what our Writer ſays 
afterwards, that there is ſcarce a Chapter (of 
the Old Teſtament) which gives any hiſtorical 
Account of matters, but there are ſome Things 
in it which. could not be there originally*, This 
is a petulant Slander, and thrown out at ran- 
dom, by one that knows little of the af- 
fair, beyond gweſſes, or wiſhes; and therefore 
I leave it to the Readers to judge what 
weight it ought to carry with it. Such as 
have leiſure and abilities to examine into the 
integrity and uncorruptneſs of the Sacred 
Code, may conſult, among others, Buxtorf 
more particularly, and Wolfus", and Carpzovs, 
in Latin, who have abundantly vindicated 
the ſame from all material Objections: And 


| if the Engliſh Readers want ſatisfaction, They 


may ſce what will be ſufficient, in the Books 
referred to in the Margin]. 


I. K1WGS. 2. 


THis Chapter relates the Story of the 
Alan of God, the Prophet of Judah, and his diſ- 
obedience to God, owing to the Falſhood, 


t Chriſtianity as old &. p. 267. 
u Buxtorfii Anti-Critica. contra Cappellum. 
w Wolfii Bibliotheca Sacra. Vol. 2. 
x Carpzovii Introductio ad Libros V. T. 
Carpzovii Critica Sacra. 
y Fenki,s Vol. II. Ch. IV, V. Moſes Marcuss Detence of 
the Hebrew Text, againit Mr, H.iſton. 


and 
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and Treachery of the old Prophet of Bethel. 
Upon which our Objector thus deſcants?, 


Speaking of the Prophet of Judah, He obſerves 
that He vent contrary to what Ged had com. 


manded Him by an mmeadiate Revelation, be. 
cauſe a known Prophet aſſured Him, He had af. 
terwards a different Revelation for Him : A crime 


fo heinous in the eyes of the Lord, that He de. 


ftroyed this Prophet after a moſt ſignal manner, 
tho He had to plead for Himſelf, that the Pre. 
phet, who ſpoke to Him in the name of the Lord, 
rould have no intereſt in deceiving Him; and 
that there was nothing in the command bu; 
might as well come from the Lord, as whai 
Himſelf had received. He has more to objed 
againit this part of Sacred Hiſtory : But ! 
think it beft ro ſtop here; and to examine 
his cavils ſo far firſt, and then to procecd to 
the reſt, Here are, I think, three Inſinua- 
tions, intended to extenuate the Prophet of 
Fudah's crime, and to make his ſo exempla- 
ry puniſhment appcar hard, and cruel, It was 
a known Prophet that deceived Him; and one 
that had uo intereſt to ſerve in it; and there 
was nothing in the zature of the two com- 
mands, to give Light, or to diſcover which 
ſhould be preferred. Theſe particulars mult 
be examined in their order. i 

1. As to the Prophet's being a known Pro- 
phet, unleſs He was known to the Prophet 

2 Chriſtianity as od & c. p. 328. 
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of Judah, that circumſtance is of no weight 
in the caſe. But ir appears from the Hiſtory, 
that They did not know one another: For 
the Prophet of Bethel, when He had found 
the other Prophet, asked Him if He was the 
Man of God that came from Judah, which 
He nced not have done had they been be- 
fore acquainted. This therefore is one ag- 
gravation of the Prophet of Fudah's Crime, 
that He ſuffered Himſelf to be impoſed up- 
on by a Hranger, by one that He did ot 
tow, and againſt rhe expreſs command of 
God whom He did know. 

2. As to the old Prophet's having 0 inte- 


W ze? in deceiving the other, how could the 


other Prophet know what views or intereſts 
a Stranger might have? But beſides that, if 


| He had really known Him, there was 
ground for ſuſpicion from the Place Ke lived 


in, and other Cireumſtances, that He might 


be moved by endy, or malice to deceive the 


lan of Jadah, who had bold!y reproved Fe. 


roboam s Idolatry which Himſelf hed wink- 


ed at, and who was likely to eclipſe the ho- 
nour of the ola Prophet by the ſignal Miracles 
He had wrought, and by the re{pe& the King 
had ſhown Him So that This is a ſecond aggra- 
vation of his Fault, that He truſted too eaſily 


to a Man whoſe Honeſiy He knew nothing of; 


2 1 Kings xiii. i4. 
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and who might probably have corrupt views 
in the Buſineſs He came upon. 

3. As to the commands themſelves carry. 
ing nothing in them, to direct one which 
to prefer, That is not true; for the com. 
mand given by God was founded, probably, 
upon two good reaſons. He was not to cat 
in that place, for fear of giving countcnance 
to their /aol/atries: And He was not to return 
the ſame way, for fear of being ſent after and 
detained 3 which reaſons were as good againſt 
his coming baek with the old Prophet. And 
what reaſon could there be for his coming 
back? No good end (ſo far as appears) could 
be anſwered in it, except it were to refreſh, 
which was very flight. But beſides the at. 
zer of the command, there was a moſt no- 
torious difference in the manner of their no- 
tification. Onc came directly from Goa, or 
an Angel of God: The other from a Man 
only. There ought to have becn the ſame 
proof and certainty of a atvine Repeal, as 
there had before been of a arvine Commana. 
A Prophet might he, God Himſelf, or an 
Angel from God could not. The Aan of 
God ſhould have inſiſted upon a Sn to prove 
this Prophet's Commiſion for ſaying what 
He did lay; or fhould have waitcd till God 
Himſelf might direct what to do. It does 
not follow from a Man's being honoured 
with the gift of Propheſy, that He becomes 
from 
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from thenceforwards impeccable. God by 
making a Prophet, does not unmake the Mar, 
or deſtroy his free agency. So that it is 
of very little moment for the Objector to 
obſerve, that the /ying Prophet had the gift of 
Propheſy continued 10 Him notwithſtanding. So 
had Balaam before, and Judas had the ex1raordi- 
nary gifts after: Which may teach us, that God 
docs not approve of every thing that gifted 
Men may do, Thoſe gifts are beſtowed for 
publick ute: But the Perion's being accepted 
or otherwiſe, depends upon his private de- 
meanour. St. Paul Himielf, with his extra- 
ordinary gifts, was not out of all poſſible 
danger of becoming a Caffaway.? Many 
will ſay to our Lord, at the laſt day, Have 
we not Propheſied in thy Name? To whom, 
notwithſtanding, He will make Anlwer, De- 
part from me, ye that work iniquity e. 

Bor the Objector takes notice alſo, that 
the hing Prophet was not puniſhed Which is 
very true. And we are taught by this in- 
ſtance, not to paſs any judgment, as to God's 
final favour or disfavour, from his outward 
Diſpenſations, any farther than we have pe- 
cial grounds for it. The Prophet that was 
ſpared appears to have becn a much worle 
Man in every view, than the Prophet that 
was pzaiſhed : But his Account was adjourn- 
cd to another time, or to another World, 
b 1. Cor. ix, 27. e Matt. vii. 23. 


P 2 Every 


g 
1 
FT 


: * 
* 


116 L KING S. 


Every Hiſtory furniſhes us with many like 
Inſtances of the beſs Men being taken off 
firſt, and the worſt being left behind to live 
longer and repent, or to meet with the feve. 


rer doom. Whatever be the reaſon, the Faq | 


is certain, that ſo it oftentimes is: d And it 
is no more an Argument againſt Scripture, 
than it is againſt the Being of God and Pro- 
vidence, that is, none at all: For a Life to 


come will adjuſt every ſecming incquality, 


and will ſet all things right. 

It is thought hard, that the Lord ſhould 
proncumce by the mouth of the Hing Pro- 
phet, the dem of the Prophet He ſo fatally 
decided. But it appears to be right, and 
very tuitable to the divine Majeſty, not to 


vouchſafe the deceived Prophet the favour of 


immediate Revelation, at a time when He de- 


termined to take exemplary punifhment up- 
on Him. Beſides, the Rebuke coming 
from the very Man that deceived Him, made 
it the more ſenſible and affecting: Aud it 
may ſerve for a very inſtructive Leſſon to c- | 


very one againſt being too credulous, and gt 
ving car to Peceivers; leſt when They have 


ſo deceived them, Providence may fo ordert 


it, that They may be the firſt to upbraid them 
with their too eaſy crcdulity. 


d See many Inſtances numbered up by Cotta. in Tully de N. 
ura Deorum L. III. c. 32, 33. It is an old Objeftien again 
Providence; and if it be of any force, concludes for Atheiſm. 
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Upon the whole, there appears nothing 
in the ine Conduct, with reſpect to the 
reſent Article, that can be juſtly found fault 
with. Some ſpecious ſhows there are, while 
we look no deeper than the Surface: But 
taking the thing in its beſt light (even accord- 
ing to our narrow, and ſcanty views) and it 
carries nothing amiſs in it: But arvine Wil- 
dom may yet ice infinitely more than we 
are able to imagine. It is not zeceſſary, it 
is not poſſible for us to aſſign all the particu- 


lar reaſons either of God's ordinary, or extra- 
ordinary Diſpenſations: But in all ſuch caſes, 
, (acc God's Judgments are unſearchable, and 
his ways palt finding out) it is ſufficient for 
o erery modeſt Man to ſay; 1? #5 the Lord's doing, 
fand it is marvelous in our ches. | 
.. 

„I. KIN es xvi 1. II. KinGs i. 9. 

ü 

e Tur two Chapters here referred to, con- 


t tain (ome part of the Hiſtory of the Prophet 
e. Elijah, who was too great and too good a 
. Man to eſcape the cenſure of our ſmart Ob- 
e jector, who writes thus: Elijah's cauſing Fire 
et to come down from Heaven, to deſtroy two Cap- 
m 7ains with their Companies, for no other Fault 
but bluntly delivering a meſſage from the King, 
and perhaps in the very words they were com- 
„mnanded; was not ſo cruel, as his hinaring it 
_ from raining upon the Earth for the ſpace of 


three 
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three Tears and ſix Months; fince a Drought . 
that continuance, without Dew or Rain, in (uh 
a barren Country as Judea, muſt have, withou Þ 
Miracles, deſtroyed every thing; and yet St. James 
from hence takes occaſion to recommend the effica| 
cy of Prayer*, But what docs our faultring 
detractor here mean by throwing the blame 
upon Elijah? Elijah could fetch no Fire frm 
Heaven, but what it ſhould pleaſe God 10 
ſend, nor hinder it from raining beyond what 
God ſhould hinder. The blame therefore, ii 
any blame there be, muſt be thrown upon 
God Himſelf. But can our Objector talk one 
word of Senſe againſt the Sovereign Powe: 
of the Almighty, in ſuch cafes? To make 
it look like Senſe, He throws the Fault up 
on a Man: But ſince the things done wer. 
beyond the Power of Man, it is nonſenſe it 
that Way, as much as in the other; and B44. 
phemy it muſt be both ways. By the Scrip 
ture account, it was God that did all: And 
tacrefore, if there was nothing done but 
what God had a right to do (and He is th: 
| beſt judge of the wiſdom of it) then Scriptur hy 
is not juſtly chargeable on this Head. Go 
deſtroyed the two Captains and their Comp? 
panics, by Fire from Heaven, becauſe The 3 
came to take his Prophet by Force, and ac 
coſted Him rudely, God will have his Pr: 
Fhets reverenced, and not affronted, becaul 


| e Chriſtianity as old gc. p. 265. 
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T They are allied to Him; and every affront 
2 offcrcd to them, is juſtly reſented as an indig- 
I nity to God Himſelf. But God made a diſtin- 
# tion even in that caſe, between rude, and 
¶ reverent Behaviour; and therefore the Third 
Captain with his Company, ſince they had 
been taught ſome modeſty and good man- 
ners towards ſo eminent a Prophet of God 
# moſt high, were uſed with tenderneſs, and 
came off unhurt. x 

* As to God's with-holding Nain, who ſhould 
do it but He? or who ſhall call Him to ac- 
count for it? He beſt knew how long ſuch 
a barren Country as Fraea, could bear a 


\ 2 Drought: Tho' where onr Author has learned 


that Judea, the Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey f, was a barren Country, He has not told 
zus. To be ſhort, when Heis of the Counſels 
of Heaven, He may pretend, with a better 
grace, to direct how long it may be at any 
time proper for God to withold Rain, or Deus: 
But to pretend to it now, is toQ aſſuming. 
Waving the Blaſphem), it is, in the ſofteſt terms 
ve can give it, pert and pragmatical, intruding 
into a Province which belongs to no mortal. 
The like Objections would lic againſt all the 
conſiderable Plagues, Dearths, Famines, or 
Farthquakes, which God, in his juſt judg- 
ment, has cver ſent upon Mankind. And 


Vid. Bochart. Hieroz, P. II. I 4. c. 12. p. 528. 
what 
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what can ſuch profane carping end in, but ; 


in downright Atheiſm ? 
II. KINGS. ii. 23, 24. 


TH#1s place of Scripture treats of Eliſha 
curſing the Children that mocked Him: Up. 
on which our Objector thus deſcants 8. 

Wuo z wet ſurprized to find the holy Pri. 
phet Eliſha curſing, in THE NAME OF Tht 
LoRD, LITTLE CHILDREN, for calling Hin 
BaLp-PatE? And what is flill more ſturprizing, 
TWO SHE BEARS, pon his curſing, STRAII 
DEVOURED” FORTY TWO LITTLE CHILDREN, 


Well: What is there at all ſarprizizg in that W 


whole Story? Tho' Men of little minds, and 


narrow views, may ſometimes be ſurprized 
at very plain and common things. Is it that 


a Prophet ſhould curſe? But that was pati 
of a Prophets Office and Buſineſs: For Pro. 
phets had Commiſſion either to ce, or 10 
bleſs in the name of the Lord. It would 
have been much more fſurpriæing if any one 
but a Prophet ſhould have done it, and with 
effect. : 

Was it that a Prophet ſhould curſe /ittl: 
Chi dren? But it was a good Leſſon of In- 
ſtruction to Parents, to educate their Chili 
dren better, and not to initiate them in the 
Devil's Service, before they know their right 

g Chriſtianity as old & c. p. 265. 
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Hand from their left. If the Children were . 
ES :/:, and innocent on account of their non, age, it 
was kind in God to take them out of the 
World before they ſhould come to do that 
malicioaſy, and of their own accord, which 
they now began to do as ſet on and ma- 
naged by others. In the mean while, it was 
FS a proper rebuke to the People of Bethel, for 
their irreverence and inſult upon a Prophet 
of God, and therein upon God Himſelf. They 
might learn another time, to train their Chil- 
deren up to good manners, and to the fear 
Jof the Lord. For the preſent, They might 
3 fe how God deteſts ſeoffers and mockers, and 
what reverence He expects to be paid to 
This holy Prophets. IT : 
Bor pethaps our ObjeQor is /urprized that 
two Bears could devour forty-two Children: 
He may think that 42 Children were more 
than two Bears could eat wp. I believe fo 
too. But then He need not ſuppoſe that 
they ate them p. The Text does not ſay 
o. Or if He fo underſtands aevorrine, then 
Jet the Reader obſerve, that it is a word of 
His own contriving, to give, as I ſuppoſe, the 
petter colour to his Objection: Bur it was 
orong to chuſe it, and worſe to print it in 
- (Fralick; as if it had been the very Scripture- 
e Phraſe; when our Bible fays, rightly, zare 
YN hem, not Hewvourca them. 
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AND ELI1SHA SAID. UNTO HIM, Go, sar? 


UNTo HIM, THoU MAYEST CERTAINLY RE þ 


COVER: HowWBEIT, THE LORD HATH: SHOW: 
ED ME, THAT HRE SHALL SURELY. DIE. 

Tax ObjcQor's Repreſentation is as fol. 
lows: h he Prophet Eliſha ſends word 10 Ben. 
hadad, the King of Syria, who conſults Him 4 
bout his recovery, that He may (or rather ſhall 
or will, for ſo it ought to be rendered) certain 
ly recover? Tet He. tells Hazacl, who had 4 d.. 
ſten upon his Crown and Life, (and who befem 
had been anointed King of Syria by the Prophet 


Elijah i) ht HR SHOULD SURELY DIE. And 4 


this looked the more ungrateful in the Prophet, 
becauſe He had received FokTY CAMEL Loan 
OF THE GOOD THINGS OF DAMASCUS #t 
tell the King Truth. This is a tart Sarcaſm up 
on the Propherz and might have paſſed for 


true Wit, if it had not been founded on fall: 


Fact. The Author was proud of it, as one 


may perceive by his bringing it over -again 
a few pages lower, leſt his Readers ſhould Þ 


not take due notice. In this other place“ 


He expreſſes Himſelf thus: He (Eliſha) e. 
tailed the Curſe of Leproſy on his Man Geh- 
zi, AND HIS SEED FOR EVER I, for acceptin; i 


h Chriſtianity as old, Cc. p. 257. { r. Kings xix. 15 
& Ghriſtianity as old (c. p. 265. | 2. Kings v. 27. 
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= without his Maſter's knowledge, a ſmall Preſent 
fem Naaman the Aſſyrian ; ho the Prophet 
bY Himſelf afterwards took FoRTY CAMEL Loabs 
# or THE coop Thi Ns oF DAMASCUs, 7o 
tell their King the Truth, and yet deceived Him. 
Now, if this cenſure be founded upon Truth, 
and certain Fact, it muſt be allowed to bear 
hard upon the Prophet; But if it ſhould hap- 
pen to be founded only on Fiction and Ro- 
mance, then, like a Gun ill- charged, it recoils 
upon the Man that holds it. Let us then ex- 
amine the pretended Facts. 
1. Tak firſt and lighteſt is, that Hazact 
had been anointed King of Syria by the Pro- 
phet Elijah; which is by no means true in 
the ſtrict Senfe of anointed. For it ſufficient- 
ly appears from this very Chapter, as Le 
diere has obſerved ®, that Hazael at this time 
after Elijah's Tranflation to Heaven) knew 
nothing of his being appointed Xing, or Suc- 
ceſſor to Benhadad, There is indeed an or- 
der of God to Elijah, to ANOI NT HAZAEL 
KN oVER SYRIA®. But anointing there 
lignifies no more than deſzzning, or record- 
ing in the Prophet's own mind, by order from 
od; like as when it is faid in Jeremiah, 
WRITE YE THIS MAN CHILDLESS?; which 
comes to no more than ſaying, know ye 
that God hath ſo fixed and determined. Cy- 


m 2. Kings viii. a Cloric. in 1. Kings xix. 17. 
2 King xix, 15. p Jerem, 3x6. 30, 
Q 2 | FMS. 
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rus is called the Lord's anointed ds, tho He 
Was never properly anointed of God: But 
God had, in his wiſe Counſels, fixed and 
determined what Cyrus ſhould come to, had 
choſen and ſingled Him out for ſuch and 
ſuch purpoſes. In this Senſe, and no Other, 
Elijah anointed Hazael. He wrote Him down, 
He recorded Him, in Prophetick view, as 
a Perſon, who according to God's fore-knoy- 
ledge, or decree, was to be King over Hria. 
lap: one of the pretended Facts fails. 

2. THE ſecond pretended Fact is, that 
the Prophet received forty Camel Loads of 
the good Things of Damaſcus, by way of 
Preſcnt from Hazael, or Benhadad. But this 
is not clear. It is indeed written”, that Hs. 
zaet brought ſuch a Preſent with Him to 
the Prophet: But it is no where ſaid that 
the Prophet accepted it. So then, more than 
half the wit and plcaſantry of the Sarcalm 
is loſt, for want of proof of this Fact. 

3. Bur the moſt material Article of all, 
is the pretence that the Prophet deceived Him, 
This can never be made out by the Objector, 
on any Suppoſition, but muſt paſs for abulc 
and calumny. Suppoſing the common ren- 
dering of the Text (whether, Thou mayeſt cer. 
zainly recover, or, Thou ſhalt certainly . 
to take place; it could mean no more than 


q Ia. xly. 1. r 2. Kings viii. 8, 9. 


tha 


Il KINGS 125 


that Hazael ſhould recover of his Diſeaſe, or, 
that his Sickneſs was not mortal: Which 
was true. However, I am of opinion, that 
neither of them is the right rendering of the 
place. This is one of the Texts in which 
the Hebrew it ſelf admits of a Various Lection. 
The Keri has anc Reading, and the Cherib 
another. The Keri, (which is the Marginal 
Reading) is what our Tranſlation follows : 
The Chetib, (which is the Textual Reading) 
has ) inſtead of W not inftcad of Him. 
The rendering therefore of the Text, accord- 
ing to the Getib, is thus. Go, sar, Thou 
HALT SURELY NOT LIVE: FOR, TRE LORD 
HATH SHEWED ME, THAT HE SHALL SURE- 
LY DIE. So ſaid the Prophet. But Hazael, 
being a wicked Man, went and told Benha- 
did the quite contrary, and then murdered 
Him. So ſtands the caſe, upon the foot of 
the Textual Reading. Interpreters have been 
dirided about the two Readings, the greater 
part of them following the Maſorite, that is, 
the Marginal Reading; excepting only, that 
lome take in Both, as Leuſden t, in particular, 
does. Cappellus heſitates upon it u. Vitringa 
s, I think, the laſt and the ableſt Man that 
has defended the Marginal Reading“: And 


See Patrick and Le Clere in loc. 

Leuſden Clav. Hebraic. p. 225. 

u Lud. Cappel. Crit. Sacr. p. 115. 

W Vitringa Obſervat. Sacr. Tom. II. I. 3. c. 16. p. 716. 
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the Subſtance of the diſpute may be ſeen in { 
Him, with the ſeveral Opinions, or Solutions 
of Divincs and Criticks, After Him came 
Mitſiusx, who examines all that Vitringa had 
pleaded, and anſwers it; and at length gives 
it for the Textual Reading againſt the other, 
Vitringa having ſcen what Wisſius had written, 
takes notice of it in the next Edition of his 
Third Book of Obſervations), ſpeaks very 
handſomely of Mitſius for it, drops the dil, 
pute, and leaves what He had before plead- 
ed, to the judgment of the Readers. Upon 
the whole, Witfius feems to me to have ſuf. 
ficiently maintaincd his point, and to have 
cleared his Conſtruction of the Text from all 
material Objections. But whether we take 
this or that Reading; or whether we follow 
this or that Rendering, the pretended Fact 
which this Gentleman builds upon, has no- 
thing left ro ſupport it. The Fe? therefore 
at length falls, not upon the good Prophet 
Eliſha, but upon the Feſter, who has ſuffer 
ed Himſelf to be impoſed upon twice, by an 
idle Tale, offering it to his Readers as fut 
Hiſtory. 


x Mei Miſcelan. Tom. I. Pref. Sect. IN. Edit. 2. 
y Viiring, Obſervat. Sacr. Tom. II. I. 3. p. 718. 
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SHALL here again take leave of the 

Objector, ending with the Second Book 
of Kings, My Readers will excuſe my ſpend- 
ing time in confuting Trifles, when They 
conſider, that it is the Bible that this Man has 
been trifling with; to which we can fever 
pay too tender a regard. I have been exa- 
mining his ObjeQions (as He pretends to 
have examined Scripture) by the Teff of Rea. 
/ou, He has no right to complain of ſuch 
fair and equitable dealing. For, whatever 
fondneſs He may have for his periſning Work, 
Chriſtians ought to have as warm a zeal for 
God's Word, which endureth for ever. Beſides, 
He will remember, that He is the Aggreſſor, 
who unprovoked began the Hoſtilities, and 
in a coarſer, ruder, and more abuſive man- 
ner, than had ever been ſeen amongſt 
us, ſince Chriſtianity firſt bleſſed this Iſland. 
And how has this innocent, this Sacred Book 
of God's Law, ſo offended this Gentleman, 
that He can give it no Quarter, nor allow 
it ſo much as a true and juſt Repreſentation z 
which any Book Whatever, cven the Alco- 
ran 
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ras it ſelf might demand. Mr. Locte, I may 
| obſerve, was no Prieſt, nor a Bigot to Prieſts: 
But He underſtood the high worth and ex. 
cellency of our Bible. He employed the 
« laſt Years of his Life in hardly any thing 
te elſe. He was never weary of admiring 
te the great views of that Sacred Book, and 
te the juſt relation of all its parts. He every 
« day made diſcoveries in it, that gave Him 
é freſh cauſe of Admiration 2. Mr. Locle 
was a Perſon of excellent Senſe, and good 
Learning, and had a fine Taſte. But what 
He ſo much prized and admired, our Writer 
has ſo flight a notion of, that He is for 
throwing it off as Rubbiſh : Which is his man- 
nerly expreſſion for all external Revelation. 
Notwithſtanding which, He profeſſes a 2cal 
fot Morality, and places (as He ſays) the hole 
of Religion in doing good . Believe it that can, 
while he is labouring to deſtroy the beſt, the 
only compleat Syſtem of Morality that evet 
yet appeared; and to vilify that Book which 
lo truly places the whole of Religion in doing 
good. But He may ſafely cry up Aoralii 
(eſpecially his lame Morality) when He has 
left it no Sanctions, or nonc ſufficient to {up- 
port it. After ſapping it in its Vitals, He may 
well afford it his Compliments; which may per- 
haps be of ſome Service to Himſelf, but will be 


2 Character of Mr. Locke, prefixed to the laſt Poſthumous 
Volume. a Chriſtianity as old gc. p. 421. 
* Second Addreſs &. p. 92. 1 
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of none to Morality. Virtue cannot live 
like the Chameleon (as they ſay) upon Air. 
Tho' a Man ſays a Thouſand fine Things of it, 
yet if He takes away the proper Rewaras or 
Penalties which ſhould keep it alive in the 
World, He ſtrikes it all down at once, and 
deſtroys it utterly. This then is a principal Ar- 
ticle, as to which we have juſt reaſon to re- 
quire very particular ſatisfaction. By this Cri- 
tcrion, by this Teſt, let this Gentleman's friend- 
ſip and good-will to Virtue be tried. 

To me it feems that He really undermines 
tic true and proper Sauctious on which alone 
Virtne can ſubſiſt. For let it be obſerved, that 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection has no place at 
al in his Scheme: But He leaves al! Mankind 
to moulder for ever in their Graves. Next, as 
to the Nate of the Sou after Death, He prone 
Himſelf ſo ſparingly, and {o uncertain!y, that 
one can ſcarce know what to make Gf it, In 
his [V2 Chapter, He* declares _—_ again Fu- 
ture Je nalties, excepting ſuch on]; as ſhall be for 
the amendment of the Sinner: Which, in ef- 
ict, is declaring againſt all *, becavie after 
Death, there is no more Probation. But if He 
admits any Probation beyond the Grave, (which 
may be doubted) it will amount only to a kind 
of Purgatory: And He ſhould ſay, whether a Fo- 
fb one, or what, or how long it is to laſt, 


* It is plain, that the Two Letters from a Deſt to his Friend, 
te mit of 2 future Life, but reject | Gents Puniſu ments. See p. 


7. 17 19. 
N. What⸗- 
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Whatever it be, it is only ſubſtituting his owg 
roving Fancies, in the room of the ſure and ce. 
tain Doctrines of a final Fudgment, of Heaven, 
and of Hell, which Scripture teaches. And 
ſince He has taken upon Him to preſcribe to 
God, both as to the Matter of his Laws, that it 
be only moral, and the juſtice of his Penaltics; 
we need not doubt but He will make all ſo 
caſy, that Libertines ſhall not be under much 
concern about it. In ſhort, I can perceive little 
more in the whole contrivance of this Author, 
but the old EFpicureau Game plaid over again, 
with ſome {light refinements: which may ap- 
pear more fully by an Induction of particu- 
lars, as follows. 

1. ONE principal aim of Ep:curus and his 
Followcrs, was, to remove the fear of future 
Penalties, and particularly, of the Eternity of 
them®. In like manner, our Writer appears 
to be much offended at eternal Puniſhments, 
and takes great pains to fence againſt that 
Doctrine, laying hold of any little Argument, 
or colour of Argument, to confute and over- 
throw ite. And tho He admits of a futwe 
State, I do not find that He admits the Puriſh- 
ments of Hell. Epicurus Himſelf would have 10 


þ — —— Nam fi certam finem eſſe viderent 
Arumnarum Homines, aliqua ratione valerent 
Relligionibus, atque minis obfiſtere Vatum : 
Nunc ratio nulla eſt reſtandi, nulla facuiras, 
Eternas quoniam pcenas in morte timendum. 

Lucret. I. 1, 106. 7c, 

c Chriſtianity as old &c. p. 42, 43. 
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compounded, to have had it made, in a man- 
ner, all Heaven, and no Hell. 

2. IT was the way of the Fpicureans, to 
number up the miſchieft which falſe Zeal, Bi- 
gottry, or Hypocriſy had created under the 
coycr of Picty, and to lay them all to the 
charge of Religion, d arguing againſt the w/e of 
Religion, from the abuſes made of it. The 
ſame Topick our Author is to delighted with, 
(as it ſeemed to favour his purpoſe, and beſides 
fell in with his predominant paſſion) that He 
has filled whole Pages with common-place In- 
vectiye, which He almoſt naturally runs into. 
There is no real ſtrength, or force in the 
Argument: But it is ten times worſe here, 
to play it againſt ſuch a Religion as the Chri- 
lan is, and in a reformed Church too (where 
it is profeſſed in its native purity) than it was 
in the Fpicureans, who had had no ſuch Light 
as we have, nor known any Rel/z/en but a 
very corrupt one. 

3. THE Fpicureans were uſed to boaſt high- 
ly of their reſcuing their Diſciples from Su 
ferſtition, by which they really meant all Re- 
gion e. And ſuch alſo, in the main; is the ſig- 


d Relligio peperit Sceleroſa atque impia Facta. 
Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum. 
Lucret, I. 1. $4,101. 
e So the Stoick obſerves in Cicera. Nam Superſtitione, quod 
Joriari ſoletis, facile eſt liberari, cum ſuſtuleris omnem vim Deo- 
um. Cicero de Nat. Deor. 1. 1. c. 42. And a little lower, 
peaking of Atheiſts, and applying the ſame to Epicureans. 
Horum enim ſententiæ omnium, non modo Superſtitionem tollunt, 
1 qua ineſt Ii mor inanis Deorum, ſed etiam Religionem, qu, 
Frum cultu pio continetur. Cicer. ibid. 
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nification of the word Superſtition in our Au- 
thor; while under that invidious, abuſiyc 
name, He labours to throw off all alvin 
Revelation, admitting no revealed Religion 
at all, conſidered as revealed. This is the 
Superſtition which He endeavours to deliver 
Mankind from: And this, I preſume, is what 
He ſo glories in, when He ſpeaks of his 
noble and generous Attempt f, in the ſame vaunt. 
ing way as the Fpicureans of old uſed to dos, 

4. WHEN the Epicureans had thrown off 
the Fear of the Gods, and all dread of fi 
ture Penalties, their next Buſineſs was, how 
to anſwer it to the World, that They had 
left no proper incitement to Virtueb, or Rel: 
gion i. Whereupon, not being able to ſtand 
the popular odium, and the juſt offence They 
ſhould give to all Men of picty, or probity, 
They were forced to pretend a higlt Rexe. 
rence for the Gogs*: And as to Virtue, They 


f Chriſtianity as old cc. Pref. p. iv. 
g Quzre Relligio pedibus ſubjecta viciſſim 
Obteritur; nos exæquat Victoria Coco, 
Lucret. I. 1. 78, 79. 

h Tully was ſenſible of this, where He fays: Atque haud 
ſcio, an pietate adverſus Deos ſublata, Fides etiam, & ſocietas gr 
neris Humani, & una excellent iſſma virtus juſtitia tollatu. 
Cicero de Nat. Deor. I. 1. c. 2. 

i Cotta in Cicero, obſerves, At etiam liber eſt Epicuii & 
Sanctitate. Ludimur ab Homine non tam faceto, quam ad {cr 
bendi licentiam libero. Quæ enim poteſt eſſe ſanctitas ſi I 
humana non curant? | 

K Invidiz deteſtandz gratia. Cicero de Nat. Deor. |. 1. c. 4 

Epicurum, ne in offenſionem Athenienſium cederet, vel 
reliquiſſe Deos, re ſuſtuliſſe. Jbid. c. 30. | 

Negare Deos eſſe non audet, ne quid invidiæ ſubeat aut Ct 
minis. Lib. 3. c. 1. | 

| gait 
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gave it out, that it was ſo lovely and amiable 
D — 
as to be eligible purely for the pleaſares 
attending itl. Now as to theſe points alſo, 
our Author has managed almoſt in the ſame 
way. For, as Epicurus admitted the Dezzes for 
faſhion ſake, provided they would but be 
| confined to Heaven, and lay no reilraints up- 
on Mankind; ſo our Author admits the Be— 
ing of God, provided He never interpoſes to 
vive Men Laws, or Rules beyond what They 
(hall carve out for themſelves by their own 
Reaſon, or what They will call Reaſon. So 
far goes his Reverence towards God. 
THEN as to Virtue, after taking away the 
true and valuable Sanctions, He hopes to make 
us amends by telling us, that rational Aclious 
carry with them their own Reward, and irrational 
their own Puniſhment, here, and hereafter m. 
That Touth ſhould le taught to joyn the Ideas of 
Virtue 1th the Ideas of Beauty, pleaſure, and hap- 
pineſs; and the Ideas of Vice with thoſe of de- 
femity, grief, and miſery n. Not a word is there 
of the Ideas of 4 future Fudgment, of hopes of 
Heaven, or dread of Hell, in this his new Cæte- 
chiſin: Which yet would do Youth ten times 
more Scrvice, than all his viſionary, and fanta- 


| Nimirum virtuti operam dandam ſuaſit Epicurus, quod Al- 
trix voluptatis, & Tranquillitatis mater eſſet; Deos colendos ob 
præſtantiam, ſine præmiorum aut pœnarum reſpectu; qua Do- 
ctrina ſua ab intem perantiæ & libidinum ſordibus fortaſſe revo- 
care aliquos, ad juſtitiam autem & pietatem adducere vix ac ne 
vix quidem multos potuit. Fabric. de Verit. Relig. Chriſtian. 

p. 374. 
m Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 25. 26. n Ibid. p. 166. 
flick 
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ſtick helps to Virtue, which He ſubſtitutes if 


their ſtead. In another place, He intimates, that 


it is mean, or ſervile, to do any thing 5 
avoid being puniſhed, or in hopes to be rewarded 
hereafter o. So, whatever He believes of future 
Rewards or Puniſhments, He is willing to 
diſcard them from influencing Practice, or 
ſerving Morality: which is preparing the 


way for Jaying them aſide. For, from 


the very ſame Doctrine, formerly ſprung 
up the Seq of the Sadaucees: Who being 
taught by their Maſtcr not to ſerve God in 
a ſervile manner, with reſpect to reward, ſoon 
came to deny that there were any future Re- 
wards at all, or future Hate b. 

I fay then, that till this Gentleman gives us 
ſome fuller ſatisfaction than He has yer done, 
upon this Head, we can by no means efleem 
Him a Friend to Vrtue, or Morality If He does 
not dircctly, and deſignedly undermine it, Ee 
docs ir in certain conſequence, and effect. He 
may flouriſh, as long as He plcaſes, upon 
the lovelineſs of Virtue, Let Him try, firſt, if 
He can harangue the Populace into Peace, and 
order, without the help of civil Penalties: And 
it that experiment ſucceeds, then let Him try 
how to promote Virtue without the ſervile nu. 


o Chriſtianity as old ec. p. 36y 

p See Prideaux's Connect. Vol. II. p. 53, 54+ 

See allo Bp. Bull, who obſerves how this Doctrine was 1& 
rived here, by ſome wild Enthuſiaſts, Criſp, Saltmarſh, &c. and 
bow it naturally leads to Infidelity and Atheiſm. Poſth. Sern. 
Vol. H. p. 593, 594. 444 Bp. Wilkins's Sermon on Hebr. xi. 26 

| | tit; 
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j5ves of future Sanctions. I am perſwaded, that 
as bad Men are kept in tolerable order by the 
former, ſo the bet Men are preſerved in their 
integrity by the latter; and could not be with- 
out, under hard 77/als, And as deſtroying one, 
is deſtroying the civil Peace and ſafety; ſo the 
deſtroying, or relaxing of the other, is ſo far 
deſtroying, or relaxing Virtue and Morality. 
If once we diſcard the conſideration of rewards 
and puniſhments in a life to come, the di- 
ſtinctions of good and evil will make but 
light impreſſions ; Morality will ſoon become 
lifeleſs Theory, and Virtue but an empty name. 
Mr. Barbeyrac, after Mr. Bayle, well ſays : 
If the Idea of rewards and puniſhments 
in another Life, be not joined to the 
practice of Virtue, both Virtue and Inno- 
cence may be ranked in the number of 
6 thoſe things, on Which Solomon has pro- 
* nounced his definitive Sentence: Vanity of 
* Vanities, al is Vamty. 

To conclude, if this Gentleman thinks I 
have any way miſrepreſented Him here in 
the cloſe ; ir will be caſy for Him to do Him- 
lelf juſtice, in his next Performance, by 
declaring, what He believes of the Feſur- 
ſeckion, laſt Fudement, Heaven, and Heil, and 
Won what grounds. 


q Laròqrae. Prolegom, to Puſend. p. 73. 
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SL theſe Papers were coming out of the 
Preſs, there appeared a Pamphlet, which by 
its Title, ſeemed to bear ſome relation to the Subject 
in hand *. I looked it over, but ſhall paſs no judg- 
ment of it: It lies before the World. But there is 
one Paragraph, in page 82, which, I thought, might 
require ſome notice. It is a report of the World' 
having been without Revelation for 4000 Years to- 
gether, excepting only a thouſandth part of the 
whole. I ſhall give the Paſſage at length preſently, 
The Author of Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, had 
faid ſomething like it before t, (tho' not altogether 
Jo groſs) and J remarked upon it, very briefly, in 
my firſt part **, referring to Dr. Jenkins who had 
long before obviated the pretence at large. I am 
forry I muſt now be forced to do the tame thing 
over again, and that Perſons who might ſo cafily be 
come better informed, make no ſcruple of deceiv- 
ing themſelves, or others, in matters of ſuch high 
concernment. This is the occaſion of my ſubjoin- 
ing a Poſiſcript : And now the Author's own words 
ſhall appear at length. 

Ir Reaſon be not a ſufficient guide inumattcrs of Re- 
ligion, then five paris of {ix of Manbind, at this pres 
fent, have no ſufficient guide at all in matters of Kelia 

ion; and for 4000 Years together, 999 parts of 1 
Thouſand had no ſufficient guide to direct them in thei 


* The Foundation of Natura! and Revealed Religion al 
ſerted c. Printed for Fames and Fohn Knafpion. 
+ Chriſtianity as old Cc. p. 375. | 
* Scriptare Vindicated. pait. 1. p. 81, 82. 
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Paties, Now, this is ſuch a Refleclion upon the good- 
neſs aud juſtice of the ſupreme Governour of the Uni- 
verſe, as cannot eaſily be accounted for. For Religion 
conſiſting in the doing our Duties in our Stations from 
the ſenje of the Being of God, if Reaſon would not 
ſufficiently declare our Dnties in our moral Relations, 
d the World had no other guide, God muſt be un- 
juſt, and cruel, to require Brick without Straw : i. e. to 
require Duty where Men had not ſufficient means to dc- 
quaint them with their Duties. This is that Gentle- 
man's account of God's Diſpenſations to Mankind; 
tending to exalt the ſ#fficiency of human Reaſon, and 
to depretiate the uſe of Revelation. I ſhall endea- 
vour to return a clear and diſtin&t Anſwer to it, as 
follows, 

1. Ir is very proper to premiſe, that ſince the 
Honour of God, and the Þ1gnity of divine Reve- 
lation are very nearly concerned in this important 
Queſtion, it would undoubtedly become every ſe- 
nous Chriſtian, and every pious Man, not to high- 
ten or inhance the pretended difficulty beyond the 
Trzth; not to make a Report which may but ſeem 
to charge God with ixjuſtice, or crueliy, without ve- 
ry clear and certain grounds for it. 

2. Sixc God ought never to be charged with 
the Faults of Menu, nor to be ſuſpected as unjuſt, or 
yl, only becauſe Men have not made uſe of the 
mans which God has put into their Hands, we 
muſt infiſt upon it, that all ſuch as have had any 
opportanities of knowing God's revealed will in 
ay meaſure, are to be reckoned among Thoſe that 
have had Revelation ; becauſe They might have had 
t if they would, and it was not owing to God's 
nzol2Ct of them, but to their own Folly it they 
nd it not» If they might have had S:raw, and 
Would not, it is but juſt to demand of them their 

| Tale 


ER. Si — — IEF 


1605 


138 POSTSCRIPT 


Tale of Bricks. Such therefore muſt be ſtruck out 
of this Writer's Liſt. 

I may take ſome notice, by the way, of this 
Gentleman's reckoning 999 parts of 4 Thouſand, 2 
having had no guide but Reaſon. One would be 
glad ro know what this Calculation is founded up- 
o or whether it be choſen at all adventures, in 0 
careleſs way. The meaning, I ſuppoſe, is, that 
The little Nation of the Jews (as He calls Them) 
were but as owe to a Thon ſand, in proportion 
to the whole number of Mankind. But it may 
be doubted, whether He has made ſufficient allow- 
ances for the prodigious increaſe of that People, 
beyond the common rate of the increaſe of Man- 
kind &, in confequence of the many and ſignal Pro- 
miſes made to their Forefathers f. To be a littl: 
more particular, we may obſerve that the Fews, a 
their coming out of Egypt, were by calculation, ner 
Three Millions and an half **. This was in the Yar 
of the World 2513, and from the Flood 856, 20. 
cording to the Hebrew Computation. Now if tix 
Jews were but as oze to a Thexſand in proportion to 
tne 2whole, then the Sum total of Mankind, at that 
time, amounted ncarly to three Thouſand and fix 
Hundred Millions, A number, which the judicious 
in theſe matters will, I believe, be far from admit- 
ting; conſidering how ill it would ſuit with the o- 
ſervations made of the gradual Increaſe of Mankind, 
and their Periods of doubling . For what an immenſe 


*gSee H hiſton's Theory p. 254, &c. 

+ Gen. xii. 2. xiii. 16. xv. 7. Xvii. 2, 4. f. 6. xxii. . 
XXvi. 4. Xxviii. 14. XIII. 12. Exod. i. 7, 9. XII. 1} 
Numb. xxiii. ro, Deut. i. 10, 11. IIa. x:viti. 19. eren. 
rie. xvi 7. 

* [7 ſton's Theory p. 251, 255. 

++ Sir William Petty's Eſſay in Polit. Arithm. p. 316. X. 
chollo's Confer, part i. p. 76. Wriſten's Chrono! of the 00 
Teit. p. 65, And Theory p. 252. number 


POSTSCRIPT. 139 


number then muſt the World have at this time. 

In David's days, 1300 Years after the Flood, the 
people of the Fews amounted at leaſt ro Six Azil- 
lons*, Multiply by a Thouſand, and then Six Thou- 
ſand Millions will be the Sum total of Mankind ar 
that time. It is now gencrally ſuppoied, that the 
Lath's preſent Inhabitants cannot exceed four Thou- 


ſend Millions f; fo far is it from being at all pro- 


bable that they could be / Thouſand Millions, or 
any thing like it, in David's time. Mr. Vhpiſton's Ta- 
ble makes them under Thirty four Agillions **, In 
ſhort then, admitting, not granting, this Writer's 
Hypotheſis, as to the Fews being the only People 
then favoured with Revelation, yer it is pretty plain 
that He has ſtretched and ſtrained beyond what He 
had grounds for, to help out the Deiſts in their Ar- 
gument againſt Script ure. 

4. Bur the moſt material Article is, his report 
that all the World (excepting as before excepted) 
were without Revelation, and had nothing but meer 
x:2ral Reaſon for their guide, 4000 Years together. 
This muſt be carcfully inquired into, becauſe much 
depends upon it. He that makes the Report, ought 
to prove it, ſince his Argument for the ſuficiency of 
Reafon is intirely built upon it: And if He can- 
not make good his Premiſes, his Concluſion falls of 
courſe, Perhaps He may again call this, ſcreening ones ſelf 
mer the defenſive fide of the Queſtion, inſtead of en- 
de wouring to convince, or convert others | : As if the 


dee Le Clerc in 2. Sam. xxiv. 9. He has a larger Account 
tacre, of 13 Millions; wherein He ſeems much to exceed, 
+ /7ilon's ſhort view of the Chronology of the O. Teſt. p. 65. 
Univerſal Hiſtory Numb. 3. p. 160. 
Nichal es Conter. part. 1. p. 71, &c. alias p. 41. &c. 
* hiten ibid. p. 67. 


f True Foundation of Natural and Revealed Religion cy 
. 97. 
8 2 ſhowin; 
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ſhewing a Man that his errour is built intirely up. 
on a groundleſi ſuppoſition, were not a proper way to 
convince Him of it, and to diſwade Him from it. 
Beſides, it is the Buſineſs of a Reſpondent, to 
ſhow where an Objection fails. for want of Prof, 
To give an Adverlary needleſs Advantages, is not 
prudent management, but is often betraying a cauſe, 
rather than defending it. I fay then, that thoſe who 
raiſe rhe Objection againſt Revelation, from the ſup. 
poſed numbers that have gone without it, ought to 
prove the Fact; otherwiſe the Objection drops 2 
once. 

Wr have reaſon to think that divine goodneſ would 
provide better for Mankind: And nothing but un- 
doubted proof that in fact He did not, ought to more 
us from ſo probable a perſwaſion. Beſides which, we 
conſider that God revealed Himſelf to Man ſoon after 
He had wade him, and again after his fall, and might 
ircquently do it between that and the Flood, both 
to good Men and bad; as we are certain He dide- 
ven to Cain. Conſider ſartber, that Men lived 
to a great Age in thoſe times, Adam Himteli 930 
Years, with whom Alethuſelab was contemporay 
242, Who alto lived with Noah Goo Years, and 
with Shem near 100, fo that Revelations might wel 
be conveyed from hand to hand; and none could 
eaſily want them. Obſerve alſo, that a Sabbath“, 
very probably, was inſtituted ſoon after the Cres 
tion; and Sacrifices + appointed to be as ſtanding me- 
morials, and viſibie obſervances, for the keepin b 
a ſenſe of Religion in the Antediluvian World. 
Theſe things conſidered, we have no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, that the Autediluvians could want Opportunitit 


* Gen. ii. 2, 3. See Bedford's Scripture Chronology. P. 6. 
&c. 121. + Gen, iv. 3, 4. 
of 
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of knowing the true God and his will, or of reviv- 
ing the Remembrance of them as often as need 
ſhould require: Conſequently, there is not the leaſt 
probability of their having been left intirely to the 
Law of Nature, without any other guide. We may 
therefore preſume to ſtrike off the firſt 1656 Years 
out of the 4000; either becauſe we can prove that 
all Mankind had Opportunities of knowing God's re- 
vealed will during that time *; or becauſe, at leaſt, 
it never has been, never can be proved, that the 
Antedilwvians had no other guide but natural Rea- 
lon. | 

AFTER the Flood, freſh Revelations were given 
to Mah, beyond what He had before received. He 
lived till within two Years of the Birth of Abra- 
lam; and Shem lived till [aac was 50 Years old. 
The Patriarchal Religion obtained during thoſe times, 
and it was a mixture of natural and revealed Reli- 
gion together t, both as to Duties, and Sauctions of 
Duty. The great Age which Men then lived to, 
could not but help to preſcrve a ſenſe of Religion 
amongſt them, unleſs they ya culpably careleſs, 
and unobſerving. None could want Opportunities ei- 
ther of acquiring, or, if loſt, of recovering the know- 
:dge of God and his Laws, but thro' their own 
Fault. If ſome Nations (as particularly Chaldea ) 
corrupted the true Religion before Abrabam's days, 
jet it cannot be proved that all did **, or that any 
had loſt all Remembrance of it, or that there were 
not yet remaining Monuments of the true and an- 
cient Religion every where, or that there were not 


* See Dr. Fenkins's Reaſonableneſs ec. Vol. I. p. 37, 46. 

+ See Cumberland Orig. Antiq. 404, 407. 

** Sce Shuckford's Connection Vol. I. p. 304.— 313. 
Hyde's Relig. vet. Perſ. p. 16, 22. 
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Preachers of Righteouſneſs ſtill left (ſuch as Al. 
chizedek) who might be as Lights to others that 
ſhould be diſpoſed to attend to them, or to reform 
by them. Upon theſe, and the like conſiderations, 
J may now take upon me to deduct at leaſt 2000 
Years, out of the 4000; either becauſe (as I be- 
fore ſaid) we can prove that the Bulk of Mankind, 
ſo far, were not leſt to the meer Law of Nature, or 
becauſe it cannot be proved that they were. 
ABRAHAM from the time of his cal) (A. M. 
2083) became (as I obſerved formerly *) the great 
reviver and reſtorer both of Natural and Revealed 
Religion, by Himſelf and his Ifſue, and by his Ne. 
phew Lot and his Iſſue, which in proceſs of time, 
grew up into many, and great Nations. And They 
carrying the mark of Circumciſion, the Seal of the 
Rightcoujneſs of Faith, wh them (beſides the outward 
Rites of Sacrifices, and probably of the Sasbarh) and 
conveying the ſame to their poſterity, could not 
fail to perpetuate the memory of the true Religicn 
for a confiderable time, inſomuch that none could 
loſe it but thro' their own Fault: Or if any loſt it; 
there were ſtill memorials enough left whereby 
to recover it, it Men were diſpoſed towards it. How 
long Avravam's Religion (which was true Religion, 
and acceptable to God) continued among the Nations 
deſcending from Him, or allied to Him, we do not 
certainly know : But that it ſpread vaſtly wider than 
the fmall Territories of Judea, is certain. The Lat. 
demoniaus retained the memory of Him for above 1600 
Years after; and claimed kindred with the Fews, as be- 
ing of the ſtock of Abraham f: And it is well known that 


* Scripture Vindioated part 13 
T 1. Mecab. xii. 21. loſeph. Antiq. I. XII. c. 4. p. 53% 
Edit. Hudſ. 8888 VY 
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the Perſians have preſerved his Name to this day, 28 
before intimated &. 

Wurx the People of the Jews grew up, they 
became, as it were, a burning and a ſhining Light to 
the reſt of the World, to give all Nations Opportzeni- 


ties, at leaſt, of knowing in ſome meaſure the true 
God, and his revealed will. For “ by the Conſti- 


| © tution of the Jewiſh Law and Government, as well 


« as by the Providence of God in all his Diſpen- 
« ſations towards that People, effectual care was ta- 
« ken that all the neceſſary points of Religion, which 
« concern Mankind in general, ſhould by Them be 
« communicated to the reſt of, the World +. 

EGYPT, that moſt great and flouriſhing Kingdom 
of the ancient times, and which being it ſelf cor- 
rupted, was like to become the Fountain of Idola- 
tries to other Nations, that Kingdom, I fay, had early, 
and ſignal opportunities given them for the reviving 
the knowledge of the true God and true Riligion, 
by means of the Hebrews ſo long ſojourning amongſt 
them, and by the exceeding great Wonders God 
wrought there. With what principal view God 
wrought them, Himſelf declares: THE EcrPTtians 
SHALL KNOW, THAT I am THE LorD **. And 
gain, with reſpe& to Pharaoh King of Egypt, He 
hays: FOR THIS CAUSE HAVE I RAISED THE 
up (kept thee ſtill alive, inſtead of deſtroy ing thee) 
rox 10 SHEW IN THEE MY POWER, AND THAT | 
MY NAME MAY BE DECLARED THROUGHOUT 
ALL THE EARTH tt. 

In Moſes's time, THE NATIONS HAD HEARD 
ThE Fams of the God of Iſracl : And then it 


* S$-ripture Vindicated part 1. p. 83. 
+ Fenkins's Reaſonabieneis oi. It Prof. p. 36. 
** Exod. vii. 1. Xiv. 4. 1 EXC, 1%. 16. 
I Numb, xiv. 15. 
WAS 
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was that the Lord faid: As I tivs, ALL Ty 
EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE GLORY OF Thx 
Lord . 

Tun Wars of Canaan in the time of Joſhua, and 
after, carried in them ſuch viſible marks of a divine 
Power on the fide of Jſrael, as ſerved to ſpread the 
Fame of the true God to all the Nations around. 

In David's time; the God of Iſrael was known 
far and near. THE FAME or David WEN T our 
INTO ALL LAN DS, AND THE LORD BROVGEr 
THE FEAR OF HIM UPON ALL NATIONS f. And 
what the intent of all was, Davida Himſelf intimates; 
TO DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD AMONG THE 
HrArHEN, His WONDERS AMONG ALL Pro- 
PLE *. | 

In the time of Solomon alſo; the Fame of the true 
God was diftuſed all around. Hiram, King of Tyr, 
learned among others, TO BLESS THE LoRD Cob 
OF ISRAEL THAT MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH ++, 
The Queen of Sheba came from the Southern parts of 
Arabia Felix (ſome ſay Ethiopia) to hear the wiſdem 
of Solomon: And She allo BLESSED THR Lory 
His Gop{. Several of the Ancients have thought 
that She became a Pro eiyte: And the Tradition 2. 
mong the Ethiopian Habeſjines ſeerns to favour it: Bur 
nothing certain can be determined in that matter, 
Such as have a mind to inquire into it, may conſult 
Ludolfus's Hiſtory of Ethiopia (Lib, II. c. 3.) and 
Natalis Alexander's Ecclciiaſtical Hiſtory, I cm. II. 
P- 159 

I Hav not room to mention ſeveral memo— 
rable particulars relating to God's manifeſtations 


* Numb. xiv. 21. + 1. Chron. xiv. 17. 
** Pial. xcvi. 3. f+ 2. Chron. ii. 12. 1. Kings v. 7. 
§ 1. Kings x. 9. See th. remai kable words of Scl. man's Proy- 
er, in relation to Stranger. ui the Guntiles, 1. Kings vill. 41 


42, 43. | 
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of Himſelf to the Gentiles, between the Reign of 
Salomon, and the Captivity. The Reader that de- 
fires information therein, may turn to Dr. Jenn. 
Bur it will be proper to take notice of ſome very 
remarkable Decrees, and Proclamations iflued out ar 
ſeveral times by the then greateſt Monarchs upon 
Earth. 

| NEBUCHADNEZZAR ruled over all Chaldea, A 

ſrria, Arabia, Syria, and Paleſtine. His firſt Decree 
(before Chriſt 603) is as follows : 

I make A DECREE, THAT EVERY ProOPLE, 
NATION AND LANGUAGE WHICH SPEAK ANY 
THING AMISS AGAINST THE COD oF SHha- 
DRACH, MESHECH, AND ABEDNEGO, SHALL BE 
CUT IN PIECES, AND THEIR HOUSES SHALL BE 

WH ade xa DUNGHILL 5; BECAUSE THERE IS NO 
oTHER GOD THAT CAN DELIVEZ AFTER TEIS 
nr 

ABour 40 Years after (An. 563) He ſcat out 
1 Proclamation, thus: NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE 
KING UNTTO ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, AND LAN- 
GUAGES THAT DWELL IN ALL THE EARhTH, 
PEACE BE MULTIPLIED UNTO YOU. I THOUGHT 
IT GOOD TO SHOW THE SIGNS AND WONDERS 
THAT THE HIGH GOD HATH WROUGHT TO- 
WARDS ME Cc. t. 

Darrus the Mede, afterwards iſſued out his Edict 
i follows, about the Year before Chriſt, 538. 

KING DaRIuSs WROTE UNTO ALL PEOPLE, 
NaTIONS, AND LANGUAGES THAT DWELL IN 
z- ALL THE EARTH, PEACE BE MULTIPLIED UN- 
1s ro You, I mMakz a DECREE, THAT IN EVERY 
Doulxlox os my Kix Don, Max Tarwert 
AND FEAR BEFORE TEE GOD OF DaNIEL: FOR 


8 Pan. iii. 29. + Dan. iv. 1, 2. 
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f 
| 


He 1s THE LIVING GOD AND STEDFAST Toy 
EVER, AND HIS KINGDOM THAT WHICH SHALL 
NOT BE DESTROYED, AND His Dominroy 
SHALL BE EVEN UNTO THE END *, Thus wx 
the true God proclaimed, in ſolemn form, over the 
whole Perſian Empire, as before over the Babylonian; 
Both of them of very wide extent. 
Nor long after, in the Year 536, Cyrus, Suc. 
ceſſor to Darius, MADE A PROCLAMATION 
THROUGHOUT ALL HIS KINGDOM, AND pur 
IT ALSO IN WRITING, SAYING: Thnvs sSaity 
Cyrus KING OF PERSIA, ALL THE KINGDons 
OF THE EARTH HATH THE LoRD GOD or Ht 
GIVEN ME; AND HE HATH CHARGED ME T0 
BUILD Him A Hos IN JERUSALEM, -WHICH 
IS IN JUDAH Sc. 1 | 
SEVENTEEN Years after, (Ann. 519.) there ws 
a like Proclamation iſſued out by Darius Hyſtaſpis 
in favour of the Jews: And the reaſon or motiv: 
aſſigned for it, was as follows: THAT THEY mai 
OFFER SACRIFICES OF SWEET SAVOURS UNT0 
TE: GOD or Heaven, AND PRAY FOR THE 
Lire OF THE KINC, AND. OF HIS Sons **, 
IT was about this time, or a little before, that 
Zoroajires, borrow mg his hints from the Fewiſh Re. 
I:gion (with the aſſiſtance firſt of Hyſtaſpes, and next 


ot Darius) made a great Reform all over Perſia t; 
ſetting up the worthip of the one God, and react * 
ing the Doctrines of a general Reſurrection, and a 49 ! 
of Fudgment, and everlaſting Rewards of good Mc © 
with everlaſting Puniſhments of the wicked. Doctrine 7 
T 

* Dan. vi. 25. 26, + 2. Chron. xxxvi. 22, 23. Ezrai.1,1 
** Ezra vi. 10. 0 


++ See Sir haar Newton's Chronology p. 40, 34 . Ce. 
Prideaux's Connect. part. 1. p. 169, 170, fol. Edit. 
tiyde Relig. Vet. Perf, c. 21, 22, 33. 1 
Which 
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which natural Light had not taught; and which, 


1 

1 WY tho! before revealed to Mankind, had been in a great 
x MW naſure ſunk, or obſcured by length of time. And 
4+ WW theſe were what Zoroaſtres at that time taught, tho? 
he got without a mixture of ſeveral ancient Superſti- 


tions which the People were wedded to: And theſe 
are what the Magian Set in India and in Pena are 
{id to have held from that time to this day. 

THERE 1s yet another Decree, or Proclamation, by 
Artaxerxes (Longimanus) about the Year 458, ac- 
knowledging the Gop or Heaven, and granting 
Privileges to the Fews &. 

Now the Inference I draw from theſe ſeverai De. 
crees, or Proclamations, of the then greateſt Poten- 
ares of the Gentile World, is, that ſuch publick, 
and repeated notices given of the true God, would 
of courſe make all Nations and People (if not cul- 
pably careleſs, ſtupid, or prejudiced) inquiſitive to 
knw who this Fehovah, this high God was, what 
He had done, what People He had more particular] 
0 WM favoured and why, what Laws He had -ubliſhed, 
uad what kind of Religion He had inſtituted. Thoſe 

Nations therefore (a very conſiderable part of the Gen- 
ute World) had Opportunities of becoming in ſome mea- 
& WM {ure acquainted with the true God, and with the 
x WJ molt ſubſtantial points, ar leaſt, of revealed Religion. 
And that ſuch was God's real deſign in thoſe and 
„tte like manifeſtations of Himſelf to the Gentiles, 
s expreſsly declared by his Prophet Jſaial, in theſe 
„ emphatical words: Tnar THEY MAY KNOW FROM 
cl THE RISING OF THE SUN, AND FROM THE WEST, 

THAT THERE IS NONE BESIDES ME; I AM THE 
ond, THERE IIS NONE ELSE H. God declares al- 

by his Prophet Ezekiel, how particular a regard 


? Ezra vii, 12, 13, + Ifa. xly, 6. See Virrings in loc. 
_ ' TI | He 
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He had to the Gentiles, in his Diſpenſations toward 
the Jews, that his NAME SHOULD NOT BE Por. 
LUTED, nor his Honour ſuffer diminution in their 
SIGHT k. 

I micuT deſcend much lower, and obſerve, 
kow the Jews were diſperſed all the World over, 
how. the Scriptures were tranſlated into a Language 


generally underſtood, how Proſehtes flowed in to 


them in prodigious numbers every where; and hoy 
They, and their God, and their Religion became 
notified to the Grecian and Roman Empires (tho 
not in fo illuſt;zous a manner) as before to the Egy- 
tian, Babylonian, and Perian. The Gentiles were not 
left to meer natural Light, but had frequent /aper. 
natural notices ſent them from above, in every Ape, 
For from the time that the //raclites grew up to be 
a Nation, for a long courſe of Years, or Centuris 
of Years, God viſibly exerted his Power in an ex- 
traordinary manner; maniſeſting Himſelf, by means 
of the. Fews, to the Gentile world, Indeed, for 
the laſt 400 Years, or thereabout, from the time 
of the Prophet Malachi to the times of the Goſpe, 
thoſe extraordinary Diſpenſations ceaſed. And for 
that dime it may be ſaid, that God left the Genti ss 
to waik in their own ways, in a more empharical lenk 
than before, ſending them no ſuch extraordinary 
calls, nor affording any miraculous Atteitations, or 
Prophecies. And yet even during that time, They 
had ſome lefs awakening Opportunities offered them 
by their converſing with the Fews diſperſed all 2. 
broad (eſpecially in the larger Cities, Rome, Antioch, 
Alexandria) and by reading the Greek Scriptures, 3 
before hinted. Now tho' thofe ſeveral Intimations 
given to the Heathen World, made no pablick, Re- 


* Eck. XX. 9, 14, 22. XXXVi. 22, 23, 36. 
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form any where that we certainly know of (unlefs 
I may except what I before mentioned in reſpect of 
Perſia) yet how many private Converts were brought 
in, no one can tell: They might be numberleſs. 
But ſuppoſing them more or fewer, the queſtion is 
not (fo far as divine goodneſs, or juſtice is concerned 
in it) what uſe Men really made of the divine Fa- 
yours, but what they might have made. 

UyroNn the whole, I do not think it can be prov- 
ed that in the 4000, or 4007 Years before Chriſt, 
the Bulk of Mankind, or any conſiderable number of 
them, were ever left ſo deſtitute of Opportunities, or 
ſo barred from all acceſs to divine Revelation, as the 
objection ſuppoſes ; but that generally They might 
have come at the knowledge of the true God and 
his revealed will, if they would have uſed the pro- 
per care, pains, and diligence which ſuch a weighty 
concern required. And it will be much harder to 
ſhow, what Nations, and when, wanted all Opportu- 
zities of knowing the true God, and his Laws, than 
to ſhow which had them. * | 

Bur J have more to add in oppoſition to the 
Report that the Gentiles had nothing but Reajon 
to guide them t all that time; on which ſuppuſi- 
tion the Argument for the ſufficiency of Reaſon in- 


* fFalluntur itaque. quotquot Religionis Hebraicz Inſtituta ita 
mguſtis Paleftine limitibus incluſa fuiſſe arbitrantur, ut non eo- 
rum cogn tio ad alias quoque gentes dimanarit: Aut qui tam 
abjectum ſemper fuiſſe Fudaorum nomen cavillantur, ut deri- 
d iculo tantum aliis eorum dogmata fuerint. Non fuit ſane in 
ea opinione Origenes, cujus hæc adverius Celſum (1. 1. p. 15.) 
verba extant, — Kei yay tree Tor A v K9T os ue es, 
185 neuro- Aw Tu KT pos, durapiy Tu ge Tv; 10/05, te- 
Tio ra mw x Irawiy. Witſii Ægyptiac. p. 269. 

True Foundation of Natural and Revealed Religion ec. 
P. 53. | 
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tirely depends. In the full extent and Latitude, 
which the Argument ſuppoſes, the Fact perhaps 
cannot be proved of any conſiderable Kingdom, 
or Country, in any Age of the World. It can- 
not be proved that either the Religion, or the Me. 
rality which the Pagans had (ſo far as it was true, 
and right) was wrought out by meer Reaſon, or 
that it was not in a great meaſure the remains of an- 
cient Revelation, handed down by Tradition. 

GroTrvs obſerves * of the Doctrine of the in. 
mortality of the Soul, and a future Life, that it ws 
derived from the remoteſt Antiquity to almoſt al 
civilized Nations, and even to the more Barbaross al. 
fo ; no probable account whereof can be given bur 
that it was handed down from the Sons of Noah, 
or from the immediate Sons of Adam. 

AFTER Grotius, our learned Bp. Bull fays f: 
« From the fame original, (with Sacrifices) J que- 
« ſtion not, it is, that the notion of a Life to com 
* hath been always found among the Heathen Ns. 
« tions, even ſome of the moſt barbarous Nations; 
« of whom neither we nor our Forefathers, for ma- 
* ny Ages paſt, had any knowledge, till the late 
s diſcoveries of a new World. | 

ANOTHER learned writer ** obferves from Cicers 
« that the Doctrine of the Immortality of the Soul 
«« was delivered down from all Antiquity ; that the 
« Ancients gave no reaſons to prove it by, but rt 
« ceived it by Tradition; that Plato was the firll 
« who attempted to prove it by Argument, in order 
« to ſhow how far Reaſon could proceed upon thole 


* Grotius de Veritat. Relig. Chriſtian. I. 1. c. 22. 
+ Bull's Poſth Sermons p. 590. 
Feninss Reaſonableneſs Vol. I. p. 379. 
See Tully Tuſcul. Diſp. I. 1. c. 12, 17. 
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grounds which were then known in the World 
« from Revelation. | 

ANOTHER judicious Author * maintains, more at 
large, that the Doctrine of a — Life was a Tra- 
dition current in all Nations, handed down from the 
firſt Parents of Mankind. What confirms it is, that 
it was more firmly believed by the Vulgar, than it 
was by the Philoſophers; who, by reaſoning upon it, on- 
ly rendered it more doxbrfwl than before, as they want- 
ed certain Principles to go upon, and conſidered not 
how to trace the Tradition up to its Fountain-Head. 
A further Argument of it is, that the eternity of fu- 
ture Rewards and Puniſhments was believed by the 
generality, as may be learned from Lucretius before 
cited f: A notion not likely to have been ſuggeſt- 
ed by Reaſon, but very likely ro have deſcended 
from Revelation, conveyed by the Jews to the Gen- 
tiles: For ſo the Perſians had it, as has been men- 
tioned above, 

I May add, that even the notion of a Deity, tho' 
it might be learned from Reaſon, yet might more 
probably deſcend by Tradition. Or however, it was 
undoubtedly kept up by the cuſtom of Sacrifices, de- 
rived down from our firſt Parents ; and which can- 
not reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been meer will- 
worſhip, but owing to divine Appointmenr. The 
Religion therefore of the ancient Heathens (like that 
of the Mahometans at preſent) was ancient revealed 
Religion **, but miſerably corrupted and depraved 


* Nichellss Conference part 5. p. 222. Cc. 

Compare Witfi Ægyptiaca Lib, 2. c. xv. p. 178. (56. 

+ See allo Ferkins Vol. II. p. 265. 

* Vid. Voff. de Orig. Idolatr. I. 1.c. 1. p. 2. & paſſim. 

Carpzovins takes notice as follows: Nec dubium amplius eff, 
univerſam fere Erhnicoram Theologiam, cultumque illum varium, 
ex Moſe ejuſque ſeriptis, & Populi Iiraelirici foiennibus proma- 


wile: Quod Ger. Jo. Vollius in ampliſlimis 1ilis de 1d0iarrie 
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by human Follies and Superſtitions. Ir is very natur 
to ſuppoſe it, becauſe it is certain that all Mankind 
were once of the ſame true Religion, and had the 
ſame true worſhip, till they defiled it; ſome ſoonet 
and ſome later, ſome more and ſome leis. What 
was good in the Pagan Religion was, or however 
might be, the remains of divine Revelation, while 
what was bad, was human Invention. Yet bad 3 
it was, it was much better than none: For, whatever 
ſome may pretend, even Superſtition and Jaolatry, in 
| the general, are valtly better than Athei/m, Or no- ht 
ligion . Therefore Epicurus's remedy for Superſtiria 
was much worſe than the diſeaſe. 
I SHALL only obſerve farther, that it cannot be 
roved, that the Pagan . the ſoundeſt and 
ſt part of it, was wrought out by meer dint of Kea. 
fon. It is much more probable, as hath been argued 
by learned Men t, that even their moral Precepts 
were owing to Revelation, handed down from Fatha 
to Son. Cod Almighty did not leave it to his own 
le the Fews, to find out by Reaſon, that they 
ought to honour Father and Mocher, that they ſhould not 
commit Murder, nor Adultery; ſhould not Steal, nor 
bear Falſe-Witne/s : He inſtructed them in thoſe plain 
things, and commanded them to inſtruc their Chil- 
dren in the ſame **. Now, as theſe moral Ruls 
were conveyed from Few to Few in ſucceſſion, ſo 


it is not improbable that the like might be convey- 


orig ine & progreſſs Commentariisdemonſtratum dedit. Car. es. 
Introduct. ad lor. Biblicos. part 1. p. 112. 

Hitſius, in his Ægyptiaca, ſhows the ſame thing. 

* See Barbeyrac's Notes to Puffend. 1. 2. c. 4. 

Fain igtus de Verit. Relig, Chriſtian. p. 337. 

+ Feukins Vol. I. p. 376. &c. 

Nec/lls's Confer. part 2. p. 32. Oc. 

A Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
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a by Tradition from the Sons of Noah, or from 
the Jews, to the Gentile World. At leaſt, it can- 
not be proved, that Reaſon either firſt diſcovered 
them, or alone ſupported them: And therefore it is 
begging the queſtion to ſay, even in this reſpect, 
that the Gentiles had =o guide but Reaſon. 

To be ſhort, here ſeems to have been a great mi- 
ſake in this matter, by not attending rightly, 
bur confounding two very diſtinct things. Ir 
had been often fd, and it is true, that the World 
was without the Chriſtian Revelation (properly fo 
called) for 4000 Years together: But it is quite 
mother thing to ſay, it was without all Revelation, 
and thereupon to ground an Argument for the ſaf- 
ficiency of meer natural Light, or unaſſiſted Reaſon, 
This Fact is not true, bur is lainly and cvidently 
falle: And the other Fact, which is really true, is 
not at all to the purpoſe of proving the ſuſſicie 
of meer Reaſon. For it is ſuppoſed that the World, 
al that time, had nothing elſe = natural Light, when 
they really had ſomerhing elſe, tho* they had nor 
the Chriſtian Revelation. They had moſt of them 
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TW Oportinities of coming at divine Revelation, directly: 
bey all of them * ſomething of it indi- 
tectly, by Tradition, tho' they did not m. the 
cal, or the right uſe of either *. 

l 5. As to the preſent Pagans and Mahometans, which 
. 


The Report computes to be five parts in /ix of the 
Whole World, I ſhall not examine into the juſtneſs 
of the Calculation. It is ſuffic ent for me to obſerve, 
hat the Author ought to rechon none in his Lift 
but ſuch as have never heard of Chriſt, never had 


= 


* Licctenim ad ea, quz initio expoſuimus, Traditions, ac na- 
urs lumine poſſet perveniri; non propterea tamen ex1.cumane 
um Gentiles univerſos ad omnium eorum avtitiam pes veniſſe. 


< Fe]. de Idolatr. I. 1. c. 4+ p. 11. oe 
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ities of hearing of Him; becauſe his Argu: 
ment, drawn from the divine juſtice and goodneſs, is 
not concerned in any other. Let him therefore firſt 
make the proper Reduction in the Account, and 
then ſee what it amounts to. Can any Man think 
it a Reflection upon divine juſtice 0: goodneſs, thut 
Mabometans will not be Chriſtiaus; any more than 
that Papiſtt will not be Protect? be AAalemetan 
have ſo many Chriſtians living among(: them, and 
beſides have ſo much of Chri7, and of both Teſtz 
ments, in the Alcoram it ſelf, that it muſt be own 
ed They have intimations, and oppertunitics ſuf. 
ficient to bring theta back to the Chriſtian Religion, 
whenever They ſhall be in a diſpofition for it. A 
to Pagan Idolaters, there are Chriſtians, more or fewer, 
diſperſed amongſt them almoſt all the World over, to 
give notice of the Chriſtian Næne: To ſay nothing of 
, Who are ſo many ſtanding evicences of the truth 
of divine Revelations, both theirs and ours. But if 
Men will take no hints, nor embrace the opportu- 
nities which God has put into their Hands, how 1 
divine goodneſs or juſtice at all chargeable on that 
ſcore ? 

BEsID Is, when it is certain that Chriſtianity hu 
been anciently propagated all the World over (un- 
leſs perhaps there may be ſome doubt of America) 
and when it is kno*7a alſo, for what reaſons Cod 
ſometimes {ends « Famine of the word of Cod &, of 
removes the Caudigſtic from any Nation ; and i 

be hard to prove thet Hc has ever removed it, or 
witheld it, from any that have been worthy of it 
or diſpoſed for it, or that might not have been ren- 
dered more guilty by it: And ſince it is not for u 
to know how eften, or when it may be proper {of 

* Amos viii. 11. 


1 Reveiat, ii. 5, Matt, xxi. 41, 43. Rom. i. 29, 


O STSCRIPZ rgg 


1A all- wiſe God to interpc y extraordinarily, for the 
ſeſtoring Religion one loſt ;hro' the follies and vi- 
ces of Men: neither cal. we preſume to ſay, that it 
ſt a 3 

F would have been n 4 diet, or upon the whole, 
| * = 7 - — 0 

beter, or ind ed /o viel, for God to have interpo- 
ſed oſtner, tian in fact He has done: Theſe things 
conſidercd, it may behove us to forbear all unhand- 
ſome eflectioas upon the divine conduct, leſt it 
ſhould be charging God fool, d to chooſe rather 
to reſt tlie account of the vliole thing where it 
oaght to reſt, upon the incurable iniquity and per- 
rerſeneſs of Mankind. 

Ig Author of the Retort conccives, that human 


Nn * . 80 % .* 
"Wiz i: ſpcient to do great metters. I believe fo 

As rs"; — 8 

o, while under the conduct of divine Reaſon, and 
J 


ade Light: Otherwiſe, as it has always made a 
er7 deplorable figure in the V/orld, with reſpeR to 
unt Things, fo it always will do. Superſtition, J- 
plat y, Scepciciſus, Atciſu, all rave been owing to 
#:44 Reaion's deſerting its diyize Guide. If Rea» 
en be likely to diſcover all Zuries, way ſhould it not 
cover the Buty of receiving Revelation? For to 
im tact believes a God, chere is no clearer or 
wore certalt. dictate of Reaſon than this, that He 
wat to inquire ſeriouſly, impartially, and painfully 
ter God's Will (natural, or revealed) and when He 
s found it, humbly and reverently to ſubmit to 
Thie appcars to me a much eaſier, ſhorter, 
xd more rational way of proceeding (if Men 
ald be rational) than for every Peaſant, Me- 
nick, or Day-labourer to attempt to draw 
ut for Hiraſelf an entire Syſtem of Erhicks, a 
ckeme of Duties towards God, his Neighbour, 
* d Himielf, In that ways He muſt firſt be able 
determine, whether He be made up of a Body 

ua Sel; and next, whether there will be any fu- 
4 5 Va rure 
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ture State, and any diſtinction of Rewards and Pv. 
niſbments there: For upon thoſe things not only the 
Life of Virtue, but the very notion of it depends*; 
in as much as nothing can be Virtue which is not 
rational conduct in fuch or ſuch circumſtances. Now, 
if after getting over all Epicurean Obje-i10ns, He 
decides for a' future State, &c. {till it will require: 
ſtrong Head, and cloſe Application, together with 
a pure Heart, for a Man to make juſt and impartid 
Rules for Himſelf, and to draw out a regular Syſtem 
in all its Branches. If Men were diſpoſed towards 
ſuch work as this, they would be much more dif 
poſed to come into divine Revelation. 

Tux ſum then of all is this: revealed Religion 
(as well as natural) has been much neglected in the 
World. Human Reaſon, had it been content to fol- 
low divine direction, had done right and well: But 

by affecting an independency, and ſtriking into ſe- 
parate meaſures, it has generally gone wrong. This 
miſconduct has been owing to ſtupidity, to ſloth, to 
prejudices, to pride, or Juſt, or other vile Affections; to 
the World's loving darkzeſs more than light, their deed 
being evil. Here lies the pinch of the whole thing, 
It was an old objection againſt Reaſor's bon the 
gift of God, that ſo very few had made a right uk 
of it, or had enjoyed it in any great perfection. 


* Quo dempto, quis tam eſſet awens, qui ſemper in labori 
bus, & periculis viveret ? Cicer. Tw/c+ _ I. 1. c 15. 

Quod igitur erit diſcrimen virtutis ac ſceleris, {i nihil intesel, 
utrumne Ariſtides fit aliquis, an Phalaris? utrum Cato, an Ci. 
tilina? Lactant. Inſtitut, I. 3. c. 19. 

If after the manner of Men, I have fought with Beaſts it 
Efheſus, what advantageth it me if the dead riſe not? Let u 
eat and drink, for to morrow we die. 1. Cor. xv. 32. 

+ So the Academick in Cicero. Quamobrem {i mens volun- 
taſque divina idcirco conſuluit Hominibus, quod iis largita <> 
Rationem, iis ſolis conſuluit quos boys ratione donavit: 9uos 
videmus, {i modo ulli ſint, eſſe perpaucos. Non placet auten 
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And that was then urged as an Argument for A. 
theiſms, as another very like it (drawn from the 
nall number of thoſe that have enjoyed Revelation) 
has been lately urged in behalf of Dein x. But 
they are neither of them Arguraents for any thin 
[ know of; except it be for Humility, and Godly 
Fear, It is enough, that God has given tas Fa- 
cuties, and has given us alſo Opportunities, as it: hath 
pleaſed Him: And He is the unerring judge how 
far Men have calpaliy neglected, or abuſed cither. 
And at the laſt great day, Men will not be con- 
demned for any #perfettions, or misfortunes, which 
They could not help, but for Faxlts only. What- 
ever may become of poor ignorant Heathens, or any 
that have laboured under ixvincible ignorance, or ſtu- 
pidity, yet that (God be thanked) is not our caſe, 
neither does it at al! cor.cern us. We live in the 
days of Light and :{nowledge, under the bleſſed 
Sunſhine of the Goſpel. And as we have no igno- 
rance to plead, bur what is wilful (and which is it 
ſelf criminal) we have no hope, nor ſo much as ſha- 
dow of hope left us, if we neglect ſo great Saluation. 

From what hath been fad, we may be able to 
judge the more diſtinctly of the noiſy Plea concern- 
ing the ſxfficiency of Reaſon. The Phraſe has been 
variouſly, and uncertainly uſed in chis Controverſy, 
and in more ſenſes than one. 

1, Ir it means that Reaſon is abſolutely, and in it 
ſelf, a ſufficient guide in Religion, the poſition is un- 
doubtedly falſe, The ſufficiency of Reaſon is beſt 


jancis a diis immortalibus eſſe conſultum. Sequitur ergo ut: 
nemini conſultum fit. Cicers de Nat, Deor. L III. c. 27. p. 31g., 

* See Chriſtianity as old &c. p. 401. Where the Author ſays: 
can a Being be denominated merciful, and good, who is ſo only 5 
a few, but cruel and unmerciful to the reſt? The Argument is 


parallel, and the fame Anſwer will ſerve for beth. 
| ſee: 1 
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ſeen in being ſenſible of its own inſufficiency, and 
in its ſteddy adhering to /wperzatzra! Light, fo far 
as it can be had: This is the lirſt Leſſon of true wiſe 
dom. The farther Men have gone off from it, the 
more they have been deidered: Profeſſing themſelves 
zo be wiſe, they became fools, All the true wiſdom left in 
the Heathen World, when Chriſt came, lay chiefly 
in the ſlender, broken Remain: of ancient Revelation, 
Rifled almoſt and ſmothered with iunumerable Caper- 
fitions, Some common principles relating to a Deity 
and the Sanctions of a World to come, ſerved to kee 
up, in ſome meaſure. the facredneſs of Oaths and Con- 
tracts, and to ſupport human Society: And if vn. 
gar adition had not in that cafe over- ruled the 
Keaſonings of Philoſopbers, there ould not have been 
left cven ſo uch es that. For it is plain enough 
(not tc mention other inſtances) that the Doctrine 
of juture Pimiſpmec:t: was almoſt baniſked from 
the Schools“; while Philip, faw and diſep- 
proved the Superſtitionms part, and inftead of correct- 
ing it, ran into a worle extreme, rejecting the whole : 
Which in direct conſequence, was overturning all 
Religion, and Niorallty. See from hence, waa. the 
ſalſicie ey of Reaſon amounted to, when left to its 
own wanderings. Neither would ir ſucceed much 
hetter . this day, if the ſame experiment were again 
to be tried. 

2. I: it be Aid, that Reaſon however is ſufficient 
HHpot hei caliy, or by accidut, here there is nothing 
elſe (tho' it is putting an uncommo. i cafe) yet nei- 
ther is that true in any proper ſenſe. For, in ſuch a 
caſe, it is the Mercy of God, through the merits of 
Chriſt, that is ſufficient to overtook invincible Igno- 


* See Lactantius lib. 3. c. 19. lib. 2. c. 3. 
Mit of the Neceility of the Chriſtian Revelation. p. 149. 

Cr. 153, c. | | 
rauce: 


POSTSCRIPT. 59 


race : not that ſuch Ignorance is a ſufficient guide. 
If a blind Man may be brought into harbour for his 
well-meant travels, tho' He had quite miſtaken his 
Road to it; yer who would ſay, that Blindneſs was 
ſolfel ene to direct the way? No: but his honeſt eu- 
dacoers were merciſully accepted as ſufficient, tho“ 
He bi:ndly wandered and went wide. | 

z. THERE is another ſenſe of the ſufficiency of Rea- 
ſon, grounded upon the former, It was ſufficient, ſome 
thin'*; to nſwer all the purpo es of divine wiſdom, or 
gocdneſ3 ; becauſe when God gives 3 elſe, He will 
require no more of a Man than to make his beſt of 
it, ad Ee may accept him on thoſe terms: Theres 
fore it 728 weealeſs to ſuperadd Revelaion to it, as it 
1s needleſs (for the ſanie re. Cn) to give any Man 
more Tenſe than an 7dr, | 

Teva, it was needleſs in 0:2 view, but not needs 
fs in every zem: ſo tis is arguing (as the Schools 
ſpeak ) 4 dio ſecundcun 1 l. cd aictum ſimpliciter, 
rom a things being needleſs in £72 reſpet?, to its be- 
ng needleſs aD . winch is ile reaſoning, It 
wes highly necaſ not” ithilzng'ng, to ſuperadd Reve- 
lation, for many good ren7.;o, reſpifing both this 
World. ind the next. Ir is a mew: and an abject 
Thought in us Chilſtiane © ask, why we might not 
have becn eſt as uch it. dare, and ignorance as the 
Heathen V/orld wes. Shall we murmur and complain 
of being vcured with Light, and fnowiedge? But this 
being ſhameſn!, the Queſtion commonly is turned 
the other way: Why were aot tiey favoured in 
like manner as we? The proper Anſwer is, God 
knows: And the Times, and the Seaſons for every 
thing are in hs Power. His wiſdom is ſeen in va- 
dien, and in the ſeveral degrees, and orders of Crea- 
tures, whether of the fame, or of a different Spe- 
(Ks, He puts {ome into a higher order of Service, 


and 
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and more laborious Duty; for a higher Reward, « 
elle for a ſeverer doom: He puts others into aloy 
er order of Service, and eaſier Duty; for a low 
Reward, or for a milder doon:. The wiſdom, juſtic 
and goodneſs of God do not require that He ſho 
ut all Creatures (whether of the ſame, or of 
different Species) into the {ame rank, or order; b 
that He ſhould adjuſt their preſent Services, 
their final Retributicns, to the order He purs the 
into. This He has done, and will do: And th 
will the Judge of all the Earth do right. If a 
difficulty remains, it becomes ignorant Creatures 
yeſterday, to be modeſt, and patient, and to y 
till they ſee the end, 


ERRATA & CORRIGENDA. 


P*=, 27. line. 28. for was abrogated, read began te be gener 
laid aſide. 

48. I. 14. for «%;orom 3a; read arIpwrond3 a; 
50. J. 33. for Pſal. Ixxxiv. read P/al. Ixxxix. 

53. l. 24. for Circum- read Circumſtance, 
99. l. 17. for Abimelech read Ahimelech, 
132. |. 24. for cederet read caderet. 
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P. 143. I. 20. for Riligion read Religion, 


